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FIG. 1.-Meteorograph tracings for kite flight of April 5, 1906. 
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Remark*. 

Cloiidiiress 10 ctralur 
with n c c a h x 4  lighi 
aprinliling raiu. 

Kite riitered srud. re- 
irppearetl 4 ~ v ~ i a I  
times. 

Swrrnd k i  tt. at l w l i e i l .  
Fir.tt kite ;it ha-e of 
 cloud^. 

First kite liidrl+n ;it 
times by lqvu cr c1oiid.q. 

UpIm kite uitb mete- 
IJrograph brukr away 
while hidden hy cl'rls. 

Lauded in valley allout 
13 niiles due east froiii 
rtatioo. 

__ 
Baaed on barograph tracing; other elevations based o n  augolar rle\atiou of kite and 

+ A  correction of ti to 8 percent should probably be applied to the 

NOTE. -Number and kind of kites: 2 Hargrave-Marvin kites with a total lifting surfacr 
(heatest elevation above station. 7300 
[;reatest Irngth of wire uut, 11000 feet 

length of wire out. 
lower portiuq of the scale of the hair hygrometer. 

of 98 square feet. Station elevation, 1725 feet. 
feet. Greatest elevation above sea level, go00 i$et. 

and the loss of the upper kite was then soon made evi- 
dent. The kite broke away at  an elevation of about 7000 feet 
above the station. It was found the following morning at  a 
point in the valley nbout 12 niiles due east from the observ- 
atory. The meteorograph traces showed clearly the time a t  
which the kite broke away and the time at  which it struck the 

ground; a difference of about eleven niinutes indicates an 
average velocity of the kite after it broke away of over one mile 
per minute. The accident was due to t,he breaking of the 
steel wire a t  the point of attachment of the upper kite. In 
landing the second kite, the length of the line between the 
upper and lower kites (about 5000 feet) was stretched across 
the tops of the forest trees on the mountain side, and was 
reeled in without any difEculty ancl without loss. The upper 
kite landed upon some rocks in the valley, breaking some of 
the sticks; the instrument) was not injured in the slightest de- 
gree, while the record was distinct ancl complete. The trac- 
ings of the meteorograph are reproduced in fig. 1. 

WHERE ARE THE OLD RECORDS OF HAITI 7 

The efforts lately made by the Etlitor and his colleagues to 
collect and publish such data as we can, relative to the cli- 
mate of Haiti, have led IIR to hope that we may recover the 
elaborate records kept in that country by its French residents 
between 1750 and the Napoleonic era. These records were col- 
lected most assidcously both by Cotte in Paris and by Moreau 
(le St. M&y. The latter published extracts in his Description 
Topographique, printed at  Philadelphia in 1797. The for- 
mer published tabular data in fu l l  in the annual volumes of 
the Histoire tle la Socibtb royale de MBdicine and also in his 
Mi.Gdorologie, but he must have had large manuscript collec- 
tions that are not yet published. The following letter from a 
member of the council of the Antronomical and Meteorologi- 
cal Society of Port au Prince shows that antiquarians may still 
hopefully search for these lost documents in New Orleans, La., 
in Philadelphia, Pa., and in France: 

[Translation.l 

PORT A U  PRIN('E, August 24, 1,105. 
C'ONhTANTIN. 

Director qf the Obsprvntory qt the 
Astronornicctl and Meteorological Society qf Port aic Prince. 

MY DEAR BROTHER : In reply to  your communication in regard to the 
meteorological observations of Le Febure des Hayes, made from 1778 to 
1788 at Tivoli, or Tifoly, in the parish of Jeremie, I would say to you 
that I have already instituted a search on this same subject for Mr. 
Leger, our minister to Washington, hut I found nothing. 

If Mr. Le Fehure des Hayes had willed his manilscript to the club of 
the Philadelphians and to the Royal Society of Sciences and Arts in the 
same town,' these paper6 should be in France. I n  1803 the French, in 
evacuating the Cape, did not leave anything in the colony they were 
forced to  abandon, but took with them all the archives of this portion of 
the French Empire. 

The memoirs or studies, as far as published either by the Royal Society 
or by the club, may be found in New Orleans, La., and in Philadelphia, 
Pa.; these two American cities received a great many French people after 
the evacuation o f  Santo Domingo. In  Europe everything relating to the 
old colonies \%ill be found in thearchivesof Versailles; at the Academyof 
Sciences of Paris; a t  the Academy of Bordeaux; at Brussels, at Mr. 
Haylaerts's, who was formerly consul from Haiti to the residence in that 
city. I know that Mr. Haylaerte collected a great many documents 
relative to  the ancient colony of Santo Domingo and to the independent 
state of Haiti. Theremere a great many works on Haiti at the Library of 
Americana, Rue GusuBgan. I do not know whether this establishment 
is still in existence. A t  Port au Prince there are a great many pamphlets, 
books, thin bound books, notes, and memoirs, in the  library of the Little 
Seminary of St. Martial (Petit SBminaire Rt. Martial), to  which Lieuten- 
ant  Pradiness had confided a part of his collection. 

I shall be happy if this information is of any use to the meteorological 
bureau at Washington. In  this hope I beg you to  arcept, dear brother, 
the assurance of my most affectionate sentiments. 

JUSTIN BOUZON. - (Signed) 

THE ZODIACAL LIGHT. 
By hfr. h f A \ \ \ h L L  HILL.  Dated Montego Bay, JaiuaiLa, \V. I . ,  February 12, 1906. 

It is now thirty years since I first measured the breadth of 
the zodiacal light at, various distances from the sun. The 
olmervations were made at Kempshot, Jamaica, a t  an elevation 
of about 1800 feet above sea level, and the results were pub- 

' Le Cap or Cape Ha'itien. 


