JAMES “TOM” JOHNSTON - Safety Officer, National Incident Management Organization (Boise Team), USDA Forest Service, Fire and Aviation Management, National Headquarters
Tom is the Safety Officer for the National Incident Management Organization (NIMO) and is based out of NIFC in Boise, Idaho.  He has 29 years of experience in fire management, including 19 years as a Safety Officer Type 1 and Operations Section Chief Type 2 on Fire Use and Incident Management Teams.  He also maintains red card qualifications as an Incident Commander Type 3, a Training Specialist, and a Human Resource Specialist.  He has served in a variety of Forest Service positions working in two regions and five National Forests as a Forest TES Biologist; District Biologist; Forest Resource Staff Officer; Zone Fire Management Officer; Forest Fuels Specialist; and Forest Fire Staff Officer.  His incident management team work, however, has been focused primarily in Operations and Safety.  
Tom holds a B.S. in Biological Sciences; an M.S. in Wildlife Biology; and a Minor in Fire Ecology.  
He is currently helping to raise a nine year old daughter (Carrie), a twelve year old daughter (Nicki), two yellow Labs, and is always looking for someone to operate the oars on the drift boat and/or go on hunting expeditions.
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