
10 Leading Causes of Death by Age Group – 2001
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Rank

Age Groups

<1

Congenital

Anomalies 

5,513

Short

Gestation 

4,410

SIDS 

2,234

Maternal

Pregnancy

Comp. 1,499

Placenta Cord

Membranes 

1,018

Respiratory

Distress 

1,011

Unintentional

Injury 

976

Bacterial

Sepsis 

696

Circulatory

System

Disease 622

Intrauterine

Hypoxia 

534

1-4

Unintentional

Injury 

1,714

Congenital

Anomalies 

557

Malignant

Neoplasms 

420

Homicide 

415

Heart

Disease 

225

Influenza

& Pneumonia 

112

Septicemia 

108

Perinatal

Period 

72

Benign

Neoplasms 

58

Cerebro-

vascular 

54

5-9

Unintentional

Injury 

1,283

Malignant

Neoplasms 

493

Congenital

Anomalies 

182

Homicide 

137

Heart

Disease 

98

Benign

Neoplasms 

52

Influenza

& Pneumonia 

46

Chronic Low.

Respiratory

Disease 42

Cerebro-

vascular 

38

Septicemia 

29

10-14

Unintentional

Injury 

1,553

Malignant

Neoplasms 

515

Suicide 

272

Congenital

Anomalies 

194

Homicide 

189

Heart

Disease 

174

Chronic Low.

Respiratory

Disease 62

Benign

Neoplasms 

53

Influenza

& Pneumonia 

46

Cerebro-

vascular 

42

15-24

Unintentional

Injury 

14,411

Homicide 

5,297

Suicide 

3,971

Malignant

Neoplasms 

1,704

Heart

Disease 

999

Congenital

Anomalies 

505

HIV 

225

Cerebro-

vascular 

196

Influenza

& Pneumonia 

181

Chronic Low.

Respiratory

Disease 171

25-34

Unintentional

Injury 

11,839

Homicide 

5,204

Suicide 

5,070

Malignant

Neoplasms 

3,994

Heart

Disease 

3,160

HIV 

2,101

Cerebro-

vascular 

601

Diabetes

Mellitus 

595

Congenital

Anomalies 

458

Liver

Disease 

387

35-44

Malignant

Neoplasms 

16,569

Unintentional

Injury 

15,945

Heart

Disease 

13,326

Suicide 

6,635

HIV 

5,867

Homicide 

4,268

Liver

Disease 

3,336

Cerebro-

vascular 

2,491

Diabetes

Mellitus 

1,958

Influenza

& Pneumonia 

983

45-54

Malignant

Neoplasms 

49,562

Heart

Disease 

36,399

Unintentional

Injury 

13,344

Liver

Disease 

7,259

Suicide 

5,942

Cerebro-

vascular 

5,910

Diabetes

Mellitus 

5,343

HIV 

4,120

Chronic Low.

Respiratory

Disease 3,324

Homicide 

2,467

55-64

Malignant

Neoplasms 

90,223

Heart

Disease 

62,486

Chronic Low.

Respiratory

Disease 11,166

Cerebro-

vascular 

9,608

Diabetes

Mellitus 

9,570

Unintentional

Injury 

7,658

Liver

Disease 

5,750

Suicide 

3,317

Nephritis 

3,284

Septicemia 

3,111

65+

Heart

Disease 

582,730

Malignant

Neoplasms 

390,214

Cerebro-

vascular 

144,486

Chronic Low.

Respiratory

Disease 106,904

Influenza

& Pneumonia 

55,518

Diabetes

Mellitus 

53,707

Alzheimer's

Disease 

53,245

Nephritis 

33,121

Unintentional

Injury 

32,694

Septicemia 

25,418

Total

Neoplasms 

Chronic Low.

Disease 123,013

Unintentional

& Pneumonia 

Heart

Disease 

700,142

Malignant

553,768

Cerebro-

vascular 

163,538

Respiratory

Injury 

101,537

Diabetes

Mellitus 

71,372

Influenza

62,034

Alzheimer's

Disease 

53,852

Nephritis 

39,480

Septicemia 

32,238

Note:  Homicide and suicide counts include terrorism deaths associated with the events of September 11, 2001, that occurred in New York City, Pennsylvania, and Virginia.  A total of 2,926 U.S. residents lost 
their lives in these acts of terrorism in 2001, of which 2,922 were classified as (transportation-related) homicides and 4 were classified as suicides.

Source:  National Center for Health Statistics, (NCHS) Vital Statistics Systems.

Produced by: Office of Statistics and Programming, National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, CDC.
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