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Unti l  about two decades ago the important p a r t  played by weather in rela- 

t ion  t o  f o r e s t  f i r e s  wars only vaguely recognized by f o r e s t e r s  and meteorologists.  

Today the observation and predic t ion  of !If i r e  weather1' e n t e r  i n t o  the ordinary rou- 

t i n e  of f o r e s t  p ro tec t ion  i n  tho  United Stab88 and Canada, and a review of the f i r e  

Wason in a f o r e e t e d  a r e a  includes, a6 a matter  of couree, an account of the  seasonrs 

weather. 

just  published, t e l l s  of a pro t rac ted  period of low r e l a t i v e  humidity -- i .e . ,  d1.y 

Thus the  annual r e p o r t  of the Yiashington Fores t  F i r e  Association f o r  1931, 

a i r  -- i n  April ,  1931, and i t s  d isas t rous  eff0ctf3. *iPe read: 

?The period Apri l  19th t o  Apri l  20th was one of extreme f i r e  r iak .  A t  

this Period of the  year,  the dead vegetat ion of the previoils s m e r ) s  growth be- 

cODeS l i g h t  and t indery,  and needs b u t  a epark t o  start a f i r e  which 1s beyond Con- 

accompanied by h i &  winds, n a t u r a l l y  increas ins  the danger of rapid spread. The of- 

f i c i a l  closed season mas no t ye L; i n  forco,  and many ranchers had set  out land clear- 

ing f i r e s .  mile nearly every Apri l  ahom a period of low humidity f o r  a few dWs, 

Yet Past experience shom t h a t  such periods a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  short ,  both as to hours 

per  day and number of days. 

tinuoue l o ~ i  humidity such a8 vaB experienced during the period of A m i 1  19th t o  28th) 
1931, 
stances rrould have been safe. A g r e a t  dea l  of damage t o  young grotvth and 1ogf:ed- 
off land occurred a t  this time. ;Ifires i e r e  out of cont ro l  onco they got a start, 
and any s l a s h  area af i re  vas an inferno. 
from the main f i r e  body. During t h i s  period of high hazard, when the f i e l d  force  
Fa8 not  y e t  on duty with i t s  equipment, come $11,876.00 out of a t o t a l  f o r  the seasun 
of $44,852.00, o r  26.5 p e r  cent. ,  was expended in f i r e  supprecjsion. The area burned 
Over vas 72,703 acres ,  o r  49.7 p e r  cent.  of the t o t a l  burndd over f o r  the season. 
No'Jc?r i n  tho h i s t o r y  of tha s t a t e  has causa exis ted  f o r  such pro-season sxpondituroa 
t o  cont ro l  firas.11 

Meteorological records do not  ahor: any instance of con- 

Many i * a c h e r s t   fire^, therafore ,  escaped cont ro l ,  t.rhich under normal circum- 

Spot f i r e s  :vel'o s t a r t e d  over two milos 

(ai r i g h t s  rcsrtrv3d by Scioncd Somica,  I n c , )  
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