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Teaching and learning about evolution continues to be controversial in many classrooms. Educators are pressured to short-change or even avoid teaching evolution in pre-college classrooms by students, parents, and even school boards. Further, intelligent design is advocated as an alternative explanation to evolution as the fundamental theory for biology. Although the recent Dover, PA, court case ruled against teaching intelligent design as an alternative to evolution in science classrooms, the social pressure on educators is far from over. 

Teachers are members of the American public, and their attitudes about evolution span the spectrum from creationist to scientific explanations. This talk will review teacher attitudes on teaching evolution, and students’ perceptions of their pre-college instruction in evolution. Resources that support teaching evolution for high school science will be briefly reviewed. 

