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Nothing connected mith the weather i s  a subject of more intense popular 

in te ras t  than t'he occurrence of record-breaking extreIileso Each gear o f f i c i a l  meteor-, 

ological establishments receive a_urtntities of l e t t e r s  f r o m  people mho Fish t o  knot7 

the highest and lowest temperatures over registerefl. i n  t he i r  o m  countries o r  i n  thE 

vhole wor ld ,  That places are  most 03 !,east b l e s t  mith rain,  o r  how hard the wi2d C m  

blow :7:?en i t  t r i e s o  

f l icking,  chiefly because information on theso Inattors i s  subject t o  i*evision from 

gear t o  yearn 

The ansners t o  such questions found i n  reference Sooks 81'8 COIL- 

. 
tiims. 

Most s t a t i s t i c a l  records of meather are a ilroduct of comparatively rccent 

Thus nithi11 Hence the extremes of b;Tg:one years are  occasionally surpassedo 

the past  tmo fiecennia the Ifworlf! record;! f o r  high teqera twre  has been successively 

127 (at VarglQ, Algeria), 134 ( i n  Cer,t,h Vailey, Cct.lifm) ,and 3.36 (at A z i z i a ,  

Yri?olitani+), 

eight years 

" h e  thi rd of these readings has nom held t'ne blue ribbon f o r  nearly 

Ftwely. local  records are broken at rmny places each year, No item of 

news is more fmi l i a r  than the statexent that suc'ii ,%id such a place has had "the 

coldest flecember'! (or '!thg ho t t e s t  fourth of July,If and s o  on) "in the his tory of 

tho local  weather s ta t iono 
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