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"E SATURDAY MOON - 
By Charles R'itzhugh Tal-, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

There is an English weather proverb that: 

IIL Saturday moon, 
If it  comes once in seven years,  comes once t o o  soon.11 

AlscY, one f r o m  Worcestershire: 

IIIf the moon on a SaturLay be new o r  f u l l ,  
There always was ra in ,  and there a lways  ~ ~ 1 1 . ' ~  

This m t i o n  i s  discussed at some length by John Westwood Oliver i n  an old 

number of Longtnanls Magazine, who says: 

new moon fa l l s  on a Saturday it  i s  invariably followed by a period of w e t  and un- 

Settled weather. The currency o f  this bel ief  i s  remarkably wide. Not only i s  it 

found (more or l e s s  modified) i n  the folk-lore of Emland, Scotland, and Ireland, 

but i t  i s  held also by seamen o f  all nat ional i t ies .  A t raveler  re la tes  that he 

Once heard it  referred t o  by a Chinese p i lo t .  And more than this, i n  1848, a Dr. 

Forster announced t o  the  Royal Astronomical Society, as the resul t  of an examina- 

t i o n  of weather reg is te rs  kept by his grandfather, h i s  fa ther  and himself, extend- 

ing over nearly eighty yews,  that nineteen times out of twenty a new moon on 

Saturday was followed by twenty days o f  r a in  and wind.11 

Dr.  Forster ls  statement i s  an i l l u s t r a t ion  of  the fac t  that you can arove 

anything by a t a t i s t i c s .  

lunar phases and weather, surely the most  f o o l i s h  o f  all are  those that attach sig- 

nificance to  the day of  the week on which one of these phases falls. 

Of a l l  the f o o l i s h  be l ie fs  ascribing a re la t ion  between 
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