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FISH AND WILDLIFE tiS!WICE 

For Release AUGUST 5, 1956 

ANNOUNCE HUNTIIVG DATES FOR DOVES, VOOLCOCII, RAIIS, GALLINULES 

8Secretary of the Interior Fred A. Seaton announced today that the hunting 

regulations which will be in effect during the X956-57 season for the shooting of 

doves, woodcotik, rails, and gallinules have been approved in their final form. 

The regulations released today oontain the apeaifio dates of the hunting 

seasons for the various States, together with bag and possession IQuits. As 

announced on July 11, the dates of ,September 1, 1956, through January 10, 1957, 

(exclusive of woodaock) were specified by the Department of the Interior as the 

noutsidew dates within whiah framework the Statea have selected the season dates 

most desirable to them, 

General shooting hours (based on standard time in the areas where hunting is 

permitted) will be as follows: 

Rails and Gallinules-Gne-half hour before sunrise to sunset,’ 

Wodcock--One-half hour before sunrise to sunset, except in New York where 
wodooak may be taken in each of the three areas deaaribed in the regulations from 
9 a.m* to 5 pa. on the first day of the respeative masons and from 7 a.m. to 
5 p.m. on each day thereafter. 

Mownine: or Turtle Dcmp-Shooting hours in Alabama, Arkansas, Delaware, 
Florida, Kentucky, &uisiana, Maryland, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, TBXRS, and Virginia will be from 12 oceloak noon until sunset. In those 
other States \Jhlch have a dove shooting season--Arizona, California, Colorado, 
Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, Kanmas, Miesoqri, Nevada, New Mexioo, Okbahcma, Oregon, 
Pennsylvania, Utah, Weahin&cn, nest VirgZnis, and Wyoming-these birds may be 
taken frcnn one-half hour before sunrise to sun@, 



The seasons for hunting rails and gallinules in Alabama, Uchigan, and North 
Dakota will be established at a later date. 

Aa no changes in the seasons, daily bag and possession limits for band-tailed 
pigeons in the States of California, Oregon and Washington have been effected, the 
conditions governing the taking of these birds in 1956 remain as prescribed in 
regulations adopted by the Seoretary of the Interior on July 9, 1954 (19 F.R. 4426) 
reading as follows8 

"(4b) Band-tailed uiaeorlg. In California, the open season on band-tailed 
pigeons in the counties of Del Norte, Siskiyou, Modoc, Lassen, Humboldt, Trinity, 
Shasta, and T&am shall be from Ootoberlto Octobr 31; inthe remainder of the 
State, Decemherlto December 31. In Oregon and Washingto& the open season on 
band-tailed pigeons shall be from September I to September 30. Daily bag and 
possession limit, six,W 

For quick reference, the open eeaaons, bag and possession limits prescribed 
by the amended regulations are presented in tabular form in the attached schedules. 
However, since the State Conservation Departments are permitted to adopt regula- 
tians which may be more restrictive than the Federal regulations;persons who plan 
to hunt these birds should first obtain a copy of the current State regulations. 
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(1) &antic Flswav States 

: Nails and gallinules : 
. : All others : 
i Sora : (singly or in : 
. : aggregate) : 

Dailybaglimit . . . . . . . 25 ; 10 . . 
Possession limit . . . . . .: 25 _ 20 : 

: 
Seasons in-- . 

u I 
Connecticut . . . . . .: 
Delaware . . 0: 
District of Coi&bL* .: 
Florida. . . . . . . 0: . 0: 
EXC 1 1 1 1 1 1 .: 
Maryland.....**: 
Massachusetts 1/. . . .: 
New Hampshire;L/. . . .: 
New Jersey. . . . . . .: 
New York u . . . . . .: 
North Carolina . . . .: . . . 
EZyEZ i/I 1 1 :I 
South Carolina . . . .: 
Vermont.... . . . .: 
Virginia . . . . . . .: 
West Virginia . . . . .: 
PuertoRico.. . . . . . 

. 

Sept. l-O&. 20 
Sept. l-Nov. 9 
No open season 
Sept. l-r?ov. 9 
Sept. 20-NOV. 28 
Sept. 201Nov. 28 
Sept. l-O&. 20 
Oct. 20-Dec. 28 
Sept. 1-Nov. 9 
Sept. l-Hov. 9 
Sept. l-Nov. 9 
Sept. 1-Nov. 9 
Sept. 1-Nov. 9 
Oct. 1-Dec. 9 
Oct. I-Dec. g 
Sept. 1-Nov. 9 
Sept. 15-O&. 31 
Oct. 12-Dec. 20 
Dec..15-Feb. 12 

: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
. . 
: 
. . 
: 
: 
: 
. . 
: 
: 
: 

; 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
. . 

Oct. 27-Dec. 5 
Nov. 15-Dec. 24 
No open season 
Nov. 20-Dec. 29 
Dec. XL-Jan. 19 
Oct. l=Nov. 9 
Nov. 150Dec. 24 
Oct. 200Nav. 20 
Oct. 1-Nov. 9 
Oct. m-NOV. 28 
SEEmmd 
Nov. 22-&c. 31 
Oct. 8-NOV. 16 
Nov. 1-Nov. 30 
Dec. XL-Jan. 19 
Oct. 1-,Nov. 9 
Nov. 19-D=. 28 
Oct. 12-Nov. 20 
Nd open season 

&/ Scoter, eider, and old-squaw ducks may be taken in open coastal waters 
only, beyond outer harbor lines, in Maine, New Hampshire, and Rhode Island 
frcm Sept. 160~ec. 31; in such waters in Massachusetts fropn Sept. 150Dec. 
30; and in such waters in Connecticut and New York from Cct..l-Dec. 31. 
In areas other than those beyond outer harbor lines in such States, such 
birds may be taken only during the open season for other ducks. In the 
States mentioned only, the daily bag limit is 7 scoter, eider, or old-squaw 
ducks singly or in the aggregate and not exceeding 14 in possession singly 
or in the aggregate of all kinds. 

2/ Jew York: The seasons for hunting woodcock are as follows: In the 
counties of Erie, Genesee, Livingston, Monroe., Niagara, Ontario, Orleans, 
Seneca, Wayne, Wyoming, Yates, and Chautauqua (Area 1)--O&. 22-Nov. 23; 
in the counties of Nassau and Suffolk (Area 2).-Nov. l-Nov. 23; in the 
remainder of the State (Area 3)--O&. 150Nov. 23. 

The shooting hours during which woodcock mey be taken in 
each of the three areas described shall be from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. (EST) on 
the first day of the respective seasons and frcm 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. (EST) on 
each day thereafter. 



(2) )B.ssissixmi Flwarv States 

i 
: Rails and gallinules : 
: . 
: . . : 
: : All others : 
: Sort3 : (singly or in : 
. . emregate) . 
: . 

milybaglimit......: 25 I 
: 

15 : 
Possession limit . . . . . : 25 : 15 : 

Seasons in-- 
Alabama. 
Arkansas 
Illinois 
Indiana. 
1-a 
Kentucky' LOUiSiana 
Michigan 
Minnesota 

. 
l - 

: 

: 
. 

. 0  . . 0  0  . 

. . . . . . . 

. 
. . . . ..~ 

0  . 0  l 0  . : 

0  0  . 0  0  0  : 

. 
. 0  * 0  . . l 

. . . . . . : 

. . . . . . . 

SEEFOEiX?CTE1/ 
Sept. l-Nov. 9 
No open season 
Sept. l-Nov. 9 
No open season 
Nov. lg-Jan. 10 
Oct. l-Deco g 
SEEFO(ENCIE;L/ 

L 
: 

.: 
: 
: 
: 
. . 
: 
: 
; 
: 

Dec. 12'Jan.20 
Nov. 150Dec. 24 
Nov. 170Dec. 17 
Oct. 200Nov. 28 
No open season 
Nov. 1s).Dec. 28 
Dec. 120Jan. 20 
SFIEFO0INCTE2/ 0 . . 0 0 : E : et 159NOV. 23 : 

6-~ec. 14 
Oct. 6-NOV. 14 

MissLssippi l l . l l : : Dec. lo-Jan. 18 
~ssouri . 0 . 0 0 0 : Sept. l-Nov. 9 : Nov. lo-Dec. 19 
ali0 . 0 0 . . 0 : 
Tennesiei . . . . . . : 

Sept. l-Nov. 9 : Oct. 1-Nov. 9 
Nov. e-Jan; 10 : Nov. 220Dec. 31 

Wisconsin . . . . . : Oct. l-Deco 9 : Oct. l-Nov. 9 . : 

. 

u The seasons for hunting rails and gallinules in Dabsma and &ichiaaq will 
be prescribed at a later date. 

2/ mchistan: The seasons for hunting woodcock in three zones as defined by 
State law, orders or regulations of the Michigan Department of Conservation, 
are as follows: Zone 1, Oct. 1-Nov. 1; Zone 2, Oct. l-Nov. 9; and Zone 3, 
Oct. 200Nov. 9. 



(3) (=entral 

: . . 
: Rails and gallinules : 
: . 
: i All others : 
: Son3 l (singly or in : 

Woodcock 

. . reaate) . 
milybagmit . . . . . : 25 : 15 . . 
Possession limit . . . . . : 25 : 15 : 

Seasons in-- 

Colorado . . 
KBssas 0.0 
mtana . 0 0 
Nebraska . . 
New Mexico . 
NorthDakota 
cklahoma 
South Dab;&. 
Texas 0 0 0 0 
Wyoming. . . 

. . . 0 

. . . 0 

. 0 0 0 

0 0 0 . 

. . 0 . 

0 . . . 

0 . . . 

. . 0 0 

. 0 . . 

. . . . 

: . : 
: . . 
. . . . 
. . 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
. . 
: 
: 
. . 
. 

Sept. 1-Nov. 9 
Sept. 1-Nov. 9 
No open season 
No open season 
Nov. ?-Jan. 10 
sEEFooTNoTE1/ 
Oct. l-Deco g 
No open season 
Sept. 1-Nov. 9 
No open season 

: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
; 
: 
: 
: 
: 
. 

No open season 
No open season 
No open season 
No open season 
No open season 
slimYmNo!rE~ 
Nov. 230Jan. 1 
No open season 
D~C. ~-J~ZL 16 
No open season 

1/ me seasas f or hunting rails, gallinules, and woodcock in North Dakota 
will be prescribed at a later date. 



(k) l4ournina (turtle) doves 

Dailybagand : 
possession limit : 

. 
8 

: Dailybagand : 
: possession limit :: 10 

. . 
Seasons in-- . 

Alabsmau.....; 
: 
: 

Arkansas 1/. . . . . : 

Connecticut. . . . . : 
Delaware d. . . . . : 

. 

District of Columbia.: 
Florida u . . 

Georgia . . . . 

Indiana.... 
Illinois. . . 
Kentucky 1/ . 
Louisiana;L/. 

Maine... . 
dryland 1/.. 
Massachusetts 
Michigan . . . 
Mississippi I/ 

New Hampshire. 
New Jersey . . 
New York . . . 
North Carolina 

Chio . i . . . 
Pennsylvania. 
Rhode Island. 
south-‘ c&r01ina 

Tennessee JJ . 

Vermont . . . 
Virginia u . 

West Virginia 
Wisconsin . . 
Puerto Rico . 

. . . : 
: 

. . . : . . 

. . . : 

. . . : 

. . . : 
: . . . : 
: . . . 

4: . . . : . . . : . . . : . . . : . . 
. . l 

: 

. 

3; ! i 

: 

. . . 
: 

3; ; ; 

: 

. 
. 

. . . . 
. 

: 

. . . 
: 

. . . 
: 

. 
. 

. ..* 
. 

. .*: 

. ..: 

[Oct. l-Oct. 25 I 
[Dec. 12-Jan. 101 

[Sept. l-Cc-t. 101 
[Dec. l-Dec. 15 1 

No open season 
[Sept. 200Oct. 311 
[Nov. 150Nov. 27 ] 
No open season 

[gt* ;3;-&31; 

[Se;;. 150Sipt. 291 
[Dec. 17-Jan, 10 ] 
No open season 
Sept. l-C&. 10 
sept. l-tit. 25 1 

E$Pt*121-(& 53 
Co - 

No open se&on 
Sept. 151Nov. 8 
No open season 
No open season 

[Sept. 15~Oct. 51 
[Nov. lo-Dec. 131 
No open season 
No open season 
No open season 

[sept. lo-Oct. 61 
[Dec. 14-Jan. lo] 
No open season 
Sept. 10-O&. 19 
No open season 

[Sept. 15-C&. 41 
[Dec. T-Jan. 10 ] 
[Sept. l-Sept. lo] 
[Oct. l-Nov. 14 ] 
No open season 

[Sept. 15-C& 271 
[Dec. 25;Jan. 5 ] 
Oct. 12-Nov. 2C 
No open season 
No open season 

. . . . 
: Seasons in-- : 
: 
: 
: 
: 
. . 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
. . 
: 
: 
: 
: 

Arizonad. . . .:[Sept. l-Oct. 43 
:[&c. 8-~ec. 231 

California 2/. . .:Sept. 1-Sept. 30 
Colorado . . . . .:Sept. l-O&. 20' 
Idaho. . . . . /Sept. l-Sept. 15 
Iowa . . . . . . .:No open season 
Kansas..... Aept. l-CM. 20 
Minnesota . . . .'No open season 
Missouri . . . . .'.[Sept. l-O&. lo] 

:[Nov. lo-Nov. 191 
Montana. . . . .:No open season 
Nebraska . . . . .:No open season 
Nevada. . . . . .:Sept. l-&t. 20 
New Mexico . . . .:[Sept. l-Sept. 251 

:[Oct. i-tit. 25 ] 
North Dakota . . 
Oklahoma. l . . 

.tNo open season 
l :Sept. l-O&. 20 

Oregon . . . . . .:Sept. l-Sept. 30 
South Dakota . . .:No open season 
Texas;1J.....'SERFO~Ci!T3~ 
Utah.. . . . . .fSept. 1-Sept. 30 
Washington . . . .:Sept. l-Sept. 30 
Wyoming. . . . . .:Sept. l-Sept. 10 . 

. . 
: 
. 1/ Shooting hours in States indicated. 
I12 olclock noon (standard time) until ' 
,sunset. 
: 
: 2/ The white-winged dove seasons in 
:&izona and in ImperPal, River&de, and 
:San Bernardino counties inCalifornia 
:conform with the mourning (turtle) dove 
:seasons in these States. In 
:the daily bag and possession limit for 
:white-winged and mourning doves is not 
:more than 10 singly or in the aggregate 
;of both kinds. In &rizona, the daily 
:bag and possession limit on mourning 
:and white-winged doves is 15, provided 
: such limit contains not more than 10 
,mourning doves. 

-rr/ Texas: Mourning doves in Val Verde, Kinney, Uvslde, h%edina, Bexar, Ccxnsl, Rays, 
Travis, Williamson, &lam, Robertson, &on, Rouston, Cherokee, Nacogdoches, and 
Shelby counties and all counties north and west thereof, Sept. l-O&. 17. In remainder 
of State, Oct. 120Nov. 28. 


