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Advocates for responsible science education are no doubt elated by the decision in Kitzmiller v. Dover.  Our exhilaration, however, must be short lived; we have work to do. Dover is merely the latest flashpoint in a century of controversy over teaching evolution in America's schools.  Ohio and Kansas are other recent hot spots. These eruptions are symptoms of a deeper problem, a clash of values, beliefs, and ways of knowing.  Gallup Poll data indicate that 9 of 10 Americans believe in God. Pew Forum data reveal that 42% of Americans believe life on Earth has existed in its present form since the beginning of time.  A 2004 CBS News Poll suggests that 65% of Americans want evolution and creation taught side by side and 37% want evolution replaced with creationism. Couple these data with Americans' low levels of science literacy, and the roots of the problem become clear. We rarely teach science; we primarily teach the conclusions of science via rhetoric. We must make substantial room in an overcrowded curriculum for the nature of science and teach science to all students, as the National Science Education Standards calls us to do.  By emphasizing the nature of science and teaching all learners, we can attract greater numbers of talented students to prepare for careers in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics; help all students understand the power, utility, and limits of science, and raise the public's level of science literacy.  Moreover, we need to do so before it's too late. 

