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normal trading relations and that China’s
going into the World Trade Organization. I’m
very pleased that the work we’ve done to-
gether on nonproliferation and a host of
other items, and I think we should continue
to build on this relationship. I think it’s very
important for the United States. And I hope
that we’ll continue to be active across a whole
broad range of issues, including through this
organization, to build a common economic
future. That would be my message.

You probably want to know more about
it than my successor will.

NOTE: The exchange began at 5:53 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the Orchid Garden Hotel. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of this exchange.

Joint Statement by President Bill
Clinton and Prime Minister Goh
Chok Tong on a United States-
Singapore Free Trade Agreement

November 16, 2000

The United States of America (USA) and
Singapore have agreed to start negotiations
on a bilateral Free Trade Agreement (FTA).

USA and Singapore are both firm sup-
porters of the Asia-Pacific Economic Co-
operation (APEC), and are committed to
APEC’s Bogor Goals of free and open trade
and investment by 2010 for industrialized
economies and 2020 for developing econo-
mies.

The USA and Singapore reaffirm their
strong commitment to the multilateral trad-
ing system and the launch of a New Round
in 2001.

The FTA will be modeled after the US-
Jordan FTA.

We have directed Ambassador Charlene
Barshefsky and Minister George Yeo to en-
deavor to conclude negotiations before the
end of the year.

NOTE: The joint statement referred to Minister
of Trade and Industry Yong Boon George Yeo of
Singapore. An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Statement on Signing the FSC
Repeal and Extraterritorial Income
Exclusion Act of 2000
November 15, 2000

Today I am pleased to sign into law H.R.
4986, the ‘‘FSC Repeal and Extraterritorial
Income Exclusion Act of 2000.’’ This legisla-
tion is necessary to address a World Trade
Organization Appellate Body finding that the
Foreign Sales Corporation (FSC) provisions
of U.S. tax law violated the WTO Agreement
on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures,
and the Agreement on Agriculture. Enact-
ment of this legislation is possible due to ex-
traordinary bipartisan cooperation between
the Congress and my Administration and the
strong involvement of the business commu-
nity.

Never before has the United States had
to enact legislation—and particularly legisla-
tion in the sensitive field of taxation policy—
in order to implement the findings of a dis-
pute settlement panel of the World Trade
Organization (WTO). We believe that this
legislation specifically addresses the concerns
raised by the WTO Appellate Body and will
be found to be WTO-compliant.

Under a procedural agreement reached
between the European Union and the
United States, enactment of this legislation
will avoid an immediate confrontation with
the EU by ensuring that the World Trade
Organization must review the new law before
any decision authorizing retaliation may be
made. We plan to continue working with the
EU to manage this difference of views re-
sponsibly and to avoid any harm to our strong
bilateral relationship, and we remain open
to further discussions with the EU about re-
solving this issue.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 15, 2000.

NOTE: At the time of publication, H.R. 4986, ap-
proved November 15, had not been received by
the Office of the Federal Register in time for as-
signment of a public law number. This statement
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on November 17.
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Proclamation 7378—National Great
American Smokeout Day, 2000
November 15, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
In the 24 years since the American Cancer

Society organized the first Great American
Smokeout, our country has made encour-
aging progress in our battle to reduce the
devastating human and economic toll that to-
bacco products take on our society. Today
we have a more comprehensive under-
standing of the dangers of tobacco use and
the sophisticated marketing tactics used by
tobacco companies, and we have developed
more effective methods for helping people
break their addiction to tobacco products.

Despite the progress we have made, to-
bacco remains the leading cause of prevent-
able death in our Nation, with more than
400,000 casualties from tobacco-related ill-
ness each year. Since the first report of the
Surgeon General on smoking and health was
issued in 1964, 10 million Americans have
died from causes attributed to smoking.
More than 50 million Americans are cur-
rently addicted to tobacco. Every day, an-
other 3,000 young Americans become reg-
ular smokers; of these, nearly 1,000 will die
prematurely.

A recent study funded by the National In-
stitutes of Health has shown that young peo-
ple become addicted to nicotine much more
quickly than we previously thought. Adoles-
cents who smoke as infrequently as once a
month still experience symptoms of addic-
tion. That is why my Administration has
urged the Congress to raise the tax on ciga-
rettes and grant authority to the Food and
Drug Administration to limit tobacco mar-
keting and sales to youth. I have also called
on all the States to devote a substantial por-
tion of their tobacco settlement funds to re-
duce youth smoking. Currently, tobacco
companies are spending nearly $7 billion a
year to market their products, dramatically
more than the Federal Government and all
50 States combined are spending on tobacco
prevention and cessation programs.

My Administration has also joined with the
American Cancer Society and other public
health organizations in calling for public and
private health plans to provide coverage for
and access to proven tobacco cessation meth-
ods. We know that helping people quit smok-
ing produces immediate and long-term
health benefits—saving money and saving
lives.

National Great American Smokeout Day
presents all of us with the opportunity to re-
affirm our commitment to the health and
safety of all Americans. Smokers who quit
smoking for the duration of the day can lead
by example and take the first crucial step to-
ward better health. Nonsmokers can teach
children about the dangers of using tobacco
and strengthen our Nation’s efforts to elimi-
nate young people’s exposure to secondhand
smoke.Through efforts like the Great Amer-
ican Smokeout and the implementation of
proven tobacco prevention programs, we are
moving toward my Administration’s goal of
cutting smoking rates among teens and adults
in half within the decade.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 16,
2000, as national Great American Smokeout
Day. I call upon all Americans to join to-
gether in an effort to educate our children
about the dangers of tobacco use and to take
this opportunity to practice a healthy lifestyle
that sets a positive example for young people.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of November, in
the year of our Lord two thousand, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., November 20, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 17, and
it was published in the Federal Register on No-
vember 21.


