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Saving a Track Exercise

There are times when Saving a track is an acceptable or even essential procedure.  Keep in mind that the saving process culls out what the Garmin determines are “unimportant” track points.  The receiver usually keeps only track points that determine direction change, therefore resulting in a geometric looking line or polygon feature.  That said, if your feature has straight direction or edges, saving will not be a problem.  It may however make a curvy line or polygon look like a lightning bolt or trapezoid!  Saving a track does not delete the active log in a Garmin GPSMAP 76S though, so unless you clear the active log, you have the original track points to fall back on.    
1.)  Clear the active log in your receiver and delete all saved tracks.  Set your active track to a frequent time collection interval (2-3 seconds).  Begin the track and collect a curvy area that would be similar to a fire perimeter.  Make sure you map a finger or two.  Turn the track off.  Save the track.  Rename the track.  Press Map to view the saved track.  How does it look?  Press Quit.  Now look at the map page and view the active track log breadcrumb trail.  Which perimeter would you give to the situation unit? _______________
2.)  Clear the active log and delete all saved tracks.  Collect a line feature like a fence or road.  Save the track.  How does the saved file look?  What would be the benefit of saving the track?  Is it good enough that you can clear it from your active log? _____________

3.)  You are asked to collect 3 features in the field – one fence line, one building footprint and a proposed burn unit.  The GIS specialist wants 3 separate shapefiles.  You know that you will need to use the table in DNRGarmin to differentiate between the features so you can save them properly, but you decide you can manage the data in the receiver to make that easier.


a.) clear the active log and delete all saved tracks

b.) collect the fence line


c.) save the track (entire log), name your track and press map to view 


d.) clear active track


e.) collect the building footprint


f.) save the track (entire log), name your track and press map to view


g.) clear active track


h.) collect the burn unit but do not save

For DNRGarmin processing, you have 2 saved tracks and 1 active log.  You can download the fence track and save to a line shapefile.  You can download the building footprint and save as a polygon shapefile.  You can download the active log, which is the burn unit, and save to points or polygon.  Keeping the burn unit in the active log ensures you will get all the track points to preserve the smooth edge of the perimeter.  You were able to save the other features and keep the geometry intact for the GIS because of their feature types.
Saving a Track

