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CATHOLIC CHANCERY OF SIOUX FALLS RECEIVES FEDERAL FUNDING 
Advancements Offer Videoconferencing Sites and Video Streamlining 

(Sioux Falls, South Dakota – February 7, 2006)  Lynn D. Jensen, State Director for USDA Rural Development in South Dakota, today presented the Catholic Chancery of Sioux Falls with a distance learning and telemedicine grant in the amount of $173,429 to assist with distant learning and telemedicine education.

Jensen said, “Bringing federal dollars to rural South Dakota in support of distance learning and telemedicine technology for advancing education, retention, and recruitment advancement is vital to this area.  This project will benefit over 1,320 students and serve eighteen counties including Brule, Charles Mix, Clay, Codington, Day, Edmunds, Grant, Hand, Hutchinson, Lake, Marshall, McCook, Minnehaha, Moody, Potter, Shannon, Spink, and Walworth.” 

This project will provide advanced placement courses, college courses, foreign languages, art, and 

collaborative projects to rural students and residents.  Technology deployed will include interactive video conferencing and a video-streaming server for digital recording capability. Information technology is critical to rural Americans.  The ability to gain access to education programs is significantly improved and it betters prepares them to compete in the global market.  

“This grant will give us the opportunity to extend the present video conferencing system put in place four years ago, to the areas in east river South Dakota where we have gaps in service.  The value of video conferencing for rural education goes without saying. It is a marvelous way to reach across endless miles of prairie to give the children instruction and experiences unheard of in their parents time,” said Sr. Nathalie Meyer, OP, Director of Education Formation Superintendent of Schools. 
USDA Rural Development General Field Representative Kim Anderson also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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