| NTERPRETI VE SKILLS I11-B

LESSON PLAN: 9
SESSION TITLE: 1S LI'VING H STOCRY OR COSTUMED | NTERPRETATI ON RI GAT FOR MY SI TE?
SESSI ON LENGTH: 3 Hours PREPARED BY: D. McDernott 1/92

OBJECTIVES: At the end of this session, participants will be able to:

1.Define living history, and costunmed interpretation, and explain the advantages and
di sadvant ages of each

2. Evaluate a park site, and define whether living history or costuned interpretation
can be appropriately carried out;

3.Nane three things that nust be considered when instituting a living history or
costuned interpretation program

4. Wite a park specific guideline that will incorporate NPS-6 Guidelines & its

anendnents (to be witten pending |law suit).

TRAI NI NG Al DS: Reproduction period clothing, flip chart, narkers, transparencies,
over head proj ector

HANDQUTS: Def i niti ons from NPS-6 of COSTUMED | NTERPRETATI ON and LI VI NG HI STORY,
Bi bl i ography of costume books. Costune/accessories suppliers |ist.
Interpretive Service Plans. Measurenment form Sign-out sheet. Vol unteer
Agreenent form Contract.

Cont ent Met hod Ti ne

| . | NTRODUCTI ON- soneone wearing period clothing, and in Di al ogue 15 m nutes
first or third person, denonstrates to the class a
scenario. (A video can be substituted)

A.lnstructor explains to class the "wonder" of using
period clothing at a park site: takes visitor back
intine, gives thema vision of the past, nakes
them part of history. Instructor continues, "But
on the other side, if not done properly, the use of
costunme can be a disaster!"

B. Have the class list the different uses of Flip Chart 5 mnutes
interpretation in costunes:
living history (1st person)
costuned interpretation
denonstrations
re-enact nents
theater interpretation

C. Sunmarize what will be acconplished: Lecture 5 mnutes
list objectives




Cont ent

Met hod

Ti ne

D. Definition of COSTUMED | NTERPRETATI ON and LI VI NG
H STORY. Pass out NPS-6 definitions of COSTUVED
| NTERPRETATI ON and LI VI NG HI STORY.
1. Review official NPS-6 definitions.
2.1 ndicate differences between costuned
interpretation and living history.
3. Discuss the confusion of terms in the

E. Advantages and D sadvant ages
1. Di scuss advant ages and di sadvant ages of costuned
i nterpretation.

Advant ages:
puts activity into context cohesiveness between site &
interpreter helps visitor visualize past adds
another dinmension to the interpretive program
showing is better that telling

Di sadvant ages:
confusi on between historic period & 20th c. Fal se

i mpression created by |ack of:
skill in crafts denonstrated
accurate costum ng/ accessories
accurate tool s/supplies
interpreter slips into 1lst person

| oss of thene/objective

2. Discuss the advantages and di sadvant ages of
living history prograns.

Advant ages:
puts activity into context
hel ps visitor visualize the past
cohesi on between site & interpreter
creat es under st andi ng of

t he indivi dual

adds another interpretive di nension
showing is better than telling

Di sadvant ages:
i nterpreter doesn't break character
bad di al ect
i naccurate term nol ogy
20th c. intrusions
i naccurate costum ng
fal se i npressions
| oss of the thene/objective

Over head
Trans-
par enci es

Handout s -
NPS- 6

C ass
Di scussi on

Flip Chart
C ass
Br ai nst orm

15 m nut es

25 m nut es



Cont ent Met hod Ti ne
Il1.Discuss things to consider when evaluating the Lecture 20 m nutes
validity of using costuned interpretation or living
hi story program
A Are either of these interpretive nmethods the best way Flip
to tell the story of your site/park? Does |living Chart -
history or costuned interpretation enhance or Not e Main
detract fromthe thene? Poi nt s
B.Can the site be used w thout damage?
C.WIIl there be 20th c. intrusions?
D.Is it going to encourage or discourage questions?
E.WII you be able to acquire appropriate/ accurate
costunes, accessories, equipnent?
F.WII your staff be able to achieve accuracy in hair
styl es, makeup, accessories, eye gl asses, etc.
G Does your site have the financial backing to do this
correctly? - costunes/accessories are expensive
H WII the interpreters you have, feel confortable (as
nmuch as possible) in their costunes? - Renenber
they must acquire a through know edge of costune.
|.WIl you be able to adjust your programto neet the
skills of ever changing staffing?
Don't force the situation if it is just not realistic.
J.WIIl you be using enpl oyees and/or vol unteers?
K. Is your staff talented in the areas of 1st person or
period activities?
Class can add to this list. Cl ass

BREAK

Di scussi on

15 m nut es
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I1l.You' ve decided to use living history or costuned
interpretation..

A major problemin any of the follow ng areas can stop
the selection of this interpretive nethod.

A.As with any interpretive program select a
rel evant thenme and devel op objectives that would
best be illustrated by costuned or living
hi story program

B. Begi n research to gather information on
appropriate activities for your site that could
facilitate a program

C. Next do general research on the clothing/
accessories of the period. Becone famliar with
the term nol ogy of the period and their
definitions. Then if possible investigate for
your site specifically. (Handout: bibliography)

For your site start with inventories, journals,
di ari es, newspaper ads, etc.

D. Compile a list of needs: clothing, accessories, props,
tools, etc. Start by referencing your 20th c.
character to help you build this. Wat do you
need to get through your day? Like your watch

Woul d the character your devel oping or the
soci al class you are representing need an
equi valent? Would they need sonet hing el se?

E. Compile lists of vendors, tailors, seanstresses.
Buyer beware! (Handout: Vendor list, Pattern
conpany list) Call other sites for references.

F.Draft Interpretive Service Plan/s

(Handouts: exanple of a good ISP & a bad ISP). Unlike
other ISP these nmust incorporate the addendumto
NPS-6. Establish requirenments by which everyone
will be judged but will not discrimnate and
will reflect a high standard of accuracy.

1. Revi ew st ep-by-step each section of the
each sanple ISP if these are unfaniliar to
cl ass.

G Gat her body neasurenents on all involved staff.
(Handout: Measurenents fornj.

H. Pl ace orders early!

Flip Chart -
Not e Mai n
Poi nt s

Handout
Bi bl i ogr aphy

Handout
Vendor Li st

Handout s | SPs
Opti ona
Exercise in
Witing an

| SP

Over head &
Handout
Measur enent s
Form

45 m nut es
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|.Institute an accessioning procedure for al
reproduction clothing, accessories & supplies.
(Handout: Costune accession card).

J.Institute sign-out & return policies. e.g. nust
be returned | aundered or drycl eaned. (Handout)

| f appropriate:
K. Acquire training for crafts/activities.
L. Research a character/s for living history.

M Fill-out Character Devel opnent Form ( Handout)

N. Acquire training in dialect via coach or tapes.
If you can't do it correctly, you are going to
insult someone. Best to choose a character that
mat ches what is already there.

O Practice, practice, practice!
P. Evaluate, evaluate, evaluate

I V. You' ve decided to get volunteers & outside groups
i nvol ved. .

Whet her one person or a group you need to establish a
cl ear understanding on the part of both the park
and the vol unt eer/ group.

A. Probl ens when using outsiders:
-they want to do things they are not allowed to do e.g.
reenactnents. (NPS Managenent Policies, 7:3
"they generate an atnobsphere inconsistent
with the nenorial qualities of the
battlefield and other mlitary sites placed

in NPS trust"
-safety; they could get hurt, they could hurt someone
el se

-they do things they aren't supposed to do

Over head &
Handout Sign-
out Sheet

Handout
Char act er
Devel opnent
Form

C ass
Di scussi on

15 m nut es



Cont ent Met hod Ti ne

B. The Vol unteer-in-the-Parks Agreenent & the Lecture 15 m nutes
Cont r act Over head
You will have control over the accuracy of your program

by the I SPs & Performance Standards of your
staff, but how do you control the actions of
regul ar VIPs & those special occasion volunteers
or volunteer groups. You wll need signed
docunents in the formof the VIP Agreenent & a
contract which contains a set of guidelines as
established in the ISP incorporating the
definitions in NPS-6 & any pertinent addendum
(Handouts, a sanple VIP Agreenent & Contract)

1. Review VIP Agreenent. Handouts VI P
Agr eenent
2. Review sanple Contract. Sanpl e
Cont r act
V. W ap-up/ Summery: Al though Living H story & Costuned Lecture 15 m nutes
Interpretation enconpass certain uni que net hods &
approaches, both prograns nust adhere to the Handout -
foll owi ng ei ght standards: Thi s
Li st

A. Al'l such presentations nust be safe for
partici pants & spectators & nust conply with al
Service standards for denponstration safety.

B.W are interpreting the past, not recreating it,
t he past cannot be "recreated." Visitors mnust
be informed that these services evoke only a
snmal | segnent or aspect of the past to help us
better understand it.

C. The sel ection of personnel for the presentations
nust not abridge enpl oyee rights or
opportunities for job experience in which they
have career interest & qualifications. W nust
be concerned with the accuracy of the
information the interpreter presents & how
effectively it is presented, not with the
i ndividual's race, ethnic background or sex.

D

nterpretive personnel involved in presentations
are recruited & trained specifically to insure
both safety & accuracy in presenting, portraying
or denonstrating the skills, attitudes & or

val ues of the tine period, locality or activity
bei ng i nterpreted.




Cont ent
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E. "Facts", exanples, & anecdotes are not sel ected
or used out of context to nake a particul ar
point or to comunicate personal or contenporary
social & or political beliefs.

F. The reactions of historic people to past ideas &
events are described in the context of the ideas
& perceptions of that tine. Do not assune or
suggest that historic people reacted or felt
about certain situations the way that
contenporary does unless there is strong
evi dence to support that fact.

G Period clothing, equipnent, speech patterns,
etc., are specifically described as the nost
accurate reproductions obtainable, rather than
as "just like they had."

H. The i ndi vi dual experiences, events or ideas
presented are chosen & expressed to portray the
full contributions or "personalities" of the
groups, cultures or people whose history is
conmenor ated. (NPS-6, 4:3-4)




COSTUME BI BLI OGRAPHY

Arnol d, Janet. Patterns of Fashion: 1660-1860. Vol. 1, New York: Drana Book, 1972.
Patterns of Fashion: 1860-1940. Vol. 2, New York: Drama Book, 1972.
Patterns of Fashion: 1560-1620. New York: Drama Book, 1985.
Baungarten, Linda. Eighteenth Century Cothing at Wlliansburg. WIIliansburg, VA The
Colonial WIIliansburg Foundation, 1986.
Blum Stella. Eighteenth-Century French Fashion Plates in Full Color. New York: Dover
Publ i cati ons, 1982.
Fashi ons and Costunes from Godey's lLady's Book. New York: Dover
Publ i cati ons, 1985.
Bradfield, Nancy. Costune in Detail, 1730-1930. Boston: Plays, 1968.
900 Years of English Costune. New York: Crescent Books, 1987.
Buck, Anne. Dress in Eighteenth Century England. New York: Holnes & Meiers
Publ i shers, Inc. 1979.
Copel and, Peter F. Wrking Dress in Colonial and Revolutionary Anerica. Wstport, CT:
G eenwood Press, 1977.
Cunnington, Cyrill Wllett & Phillis. Handbook of English Costune in the 18th Century.

Boston: Pl ays, 1972.

Hi story of Underclothes. London: M chael Joseph, 1951.
Cunnington, Phillis. Qccupational dothing in England. New York: Barnes & Nobl e,
1967.

Costune in Pictures. London: The Herbert Press Ltd., 1981.
& Buck, Anne. Children's Costune in England, 1300-1900. New York:
Bar nes & Nobl e, 1965.
Davis, R |I. Men's Garnents 1830-1900. New York: Drama Book, 1989.
de Marly, Diana. Fashion for Men. New York: Holmes & Meier Publishers, Inc. 1985.
Earle, Alice Morse. Two Centuries of Costune in Anerica, 1620-1820. Rutland, VT: C
E. Tuttle, 1903.
Gehret, Ellen J. Rural Pennsylvania dothing. York, PA Liberty
Cap Books, 1976.
Gernsheim Alison. Victorian and Edwardi an Fashi on: A Photographi c Survey. New York:
Dover Pub., 1981.
Katcher, Phillip. Encyclopedia of British, Provincial, and German Arny Units 1775-1783.

Harrisburg, PA: Stackpol e Books, 1973.
Uniforns of the Continental Arnmy. York, PA: George
Shumway Publ i sher, 1981.
Kidwell, Caudia. "Short Gowns," Dress. Vol.4. New York: Costune
Society of Anerica, 1978.
Kunci ov, Robert. M. Godey's lLadies: Being a Msaic of Fashions and Fancies. New
Yor k: Bonanza Books, 1979.
Lady. A Wrkwonen's Guide. Guilford, CI: Opus Publications, Inc. 1986, reprint of
1836 edition.
Mller, Lewis. Sketches and Chronicles. York, PA: The Historical
Soci ety of York County, 1966.
Mol 1 o, John. Uniforns of the Anerican Revolution 1775-1781. Dorset, Engl and:
Bl ankford Press, 1975.
Uniforns of the Seven Years War 1756-1763. New York
Csprey's Men-At-Arns Series. Over 200 issues dealing with Ancient to Mddern Uniforns.
London: Gsprey Publishing Ltd.
Rawl i ngs, El eanor Hasbrouck. Godey Costune Plates in Color. New York: Dover
Publ i cati ons, 1979.




Rot hstein, Natalie. A Lady of Fashion, Barbara Johnson's Al bumof Styles and Fabrics.
London: Thanes and Hudson, 1987.
Waugh, Norah. Corsets and Crinolines. New York: Theatre Arts, 1954,
The Cut of Men's Clothes 1600-1900. New York: Theatre Arts, 1964.
The Cut of Wonen's O othes 1600-1930. New York: Theatre Arts, 1969.
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COSTUME SOURCES- 1991
Amazon Drygoods 800- 798- 7979
2218 E. 11th Street
Davenport, | A 52803
Buf fal o Enterprises 717-259-9081
Box 183, 308 W King Street

East Berlin, PA 17316
C & D Jarnagin 601- 287-4977
Rt. 3, Box 217

Corinth, MS 38834

Di xi e Gun Works
GQunpowder Lane
Union City, TN 38261

901- 885-0700

G CGedney Godwi n

The Sutler of Munt Msery
Box 100

Val | ey Forge, PA 19481

215-783-0670

Gohn Brot hers 219- 825- 2400
Box 111, 105 South Main St.

M ddl ebury, | N 40540
Hat crafters 215-623- 2620
20 N. Springfield Ave.

Cifton Heights, PA 19018

La Pelleterie 816-837-3261
P.O Box 127, Highway 1

Arrow Rock, MO 65320

Manni ngs 717-624-2223
P. 0. Box 687

East Berlin, PA 17316

Mary Ellen & Co.
29400 Rankert Road
North Liberty, IN 46554

219- 656- 3000

New Col unbi a
P. 0. Box 524
Charl eston, IL 61920

217- 348- 5927

Panther Primtives 304-462-7718
P. 0. Box 32

Nor mant own, W/ 25267
Textil e Reproductions 413- 296- 4437
Kat hl een & Ednund Snith

Box 48

West Chesterfield, MA 01084
Ti dys St or ehouse 215-932-4994
RD 1, Box 166A

Patterns, books
Very, very slow return

18th & 19th century
clothing & supplies
Slow filling orders

1812 thru CW nmle only

Guns & gun parts

18th & 19th century
clothing & supplies

Pricey but sole source
for many itens

Am sh clothing (19th c.)

Hats: theatre to nmuseum
quality

18th century,
Mount ai n man,
& Patterns. Pricey.

Spi nni ng & weavi ng supplies

19th century Supplies

CW WVI & WV II
Mlitary only
Mal e only

Mountain nman itens

Fabric, tapes, yarn,
t hread, needl e work
suppl i es and books

18t h century cl ot hing,
suppl i es, books & patterns

10



Cochranvill e, PA 19330

Jas. Townsend & Son 219-594- 5852
133 N. First Street

P. O. Box 415

Pi erceton, I N 46562

Track of the Wl f 612- 424- 2500
Box Y
Ossed, MN 55369

PATTERN COVPANI ES- 1991

Carolina Stitches in Tine
Box 10933
W nst on- Sal em NC 27108

Fol kwear *
(ol d address)Box 3798
San Rafael, CA 94912

Harriet A Engler
P. O Box 1363
W nchester, VA 22601

MII Farm's Period Patterns*

11

18th & early 19th century

cl ot hi ng, supplies, books
& patterns. Reasonabl e
prices; fills orders quickly

@Quns & gun parts & supplies
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Past Patterns(1830-1900) & Brown Paper Copi es(1901-1950)

P. 0. Box 7587
Grand Rapids, M 49510

Patterns of History

State Historical Society of Wsconsin
816 State Street

Madi son, W 53706

Pegee of WIliansburg (warning: wonen's pattern are nodern adapti ons)

P. 0. Box 127
W Iliansburg, VA 23185

Peri od | npressions

1320 Dale Drive

Lexi ngton, KY 40502

The Royal Ontario Miseum
100 Queen's Park
Toronto, Canada MBS 2C6
J. P. Ryan's Patterns*

*Carried by Tidys Storehouse



| NDEPENDENCE NATI ONAL HI STORI CAL PARK
REPRODUCTI ON CLOTHI NG AND ACCESSCRI ES RECEI PT

The person receiving reproduction clothing, accessories and equi pment is responsible
for the proper care and use of the itens. Wen itens are returned to the costune
coordi nator they are to be freshly |laundered or dry cl eaned as appropriate.

Rei mbursement will be required for any itens not returned or damaged by negli gence.
Rei mbursement will also be required for any itens returned unl aundered.

| understand the above conditions and amresponsible for the itens |isted bel ow,

si gned on

| ssued Dat e Ret ur ned
Nunber Description Condi tion Ret ur ned Condi tion

Si gnature of Costunme Coordi nator
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