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Whatever it may suggest, the word 'people' is very special in the context of the United of States. It is like a prototype for the US that professes itself to be a classless and democratic nation. Whether the 'people' is related to mass, crowd, oppressed people, the people of nation-state, or citizens, it is almost impossible to think of the US without popular culture. Meanwhile, it is also impossible to think of popular culture without relating it to the capitalist economy of the US. It is as if popular culture in the US were driving on the two parallel wheels of democracy and capitalism.


Despite this significance, however, popular culture has not been given serious concern within the institution of American literary study. It is only recent that popular narrative in the US, a whole body of expressions made of or by people in the way of diverse media and forms, has begun to attract attention. But American literature has been consistently passing through the conflict and compromise between mainstream or serious literature and popular literature. The twentieth century American literature has developed within such contacts from modernism through counterculture and postmodernism towards the recent new media age, while popular literature itself has been evolving in such process. Therefore, it will be significant to trace up the interactions between high literature and popular literature as well as the history and streams of American popular narrative.
