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The Africa Center for
Strategic Studies’ Sen-
ior Leaders Seminar
(SLS) opened in the
diplomatic capital of
Africa, Addis Ababa,
on February 26 with
welcome remarks by
Ambassador (ret.) Pe-
ter R. Chaveas, Direc-
tor of the Africa Cen-
ter for Strategic Stud-
ies based in Washing-
ton, D.C.  Addressing
96 participants and
distinguished guests
from the diplomatic
corps, Ambassador

(Continued on page 2)

The US Embassy Commer-
cial Section in collaboration
with the United States
Agency for International
Development (USAID) took
part in the 11th Addis
Ababa Chamber Interna-
tional Trade Fair from Feb-
ruary 22-28, 2007.  The
USA trade booth was
opened by Ambassador
Don Yamamoto and Minis-
ter of Trade and Industry
Girma Birru.

(Continued on page 2)

Ambassador Yamamoto (second from right) shares lively
moment with Minister Girma Birru (far right) at the Trade
Fair joined by USAID Director Glenn Anders (far left) and
Commercial Officer Nick Namba.

U.S. Ambassador Donald Yamamoto, Deputy Commander U.S.
European Command General William Ward, President Girma Wolde
Giorgis, former President of Mozambique Joaquim Chissano and
ACSS Director Ambassador Peter Chaveas posing for photo.
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Chaveas explained that the Senior
Leaders Seminar was the Africa
Center’s flagship program and that
this was the second time the pres-
tigious seminar was being held in
Addis Ababa.  U.S. Ambassador to
Ethiopia Don Yamamoto com-
mented on the significance for Afri-
can of bringing together senior level
people from so many African coun-
tries to focus on security issues.
The President of Ethiopia, H.E.
Girma W/Giorgis, officially opened
the seminar.

Following the opening ceremony,
former President of Mozambique.
Joaquim Chissano delivered a key-
note address.  Reflecting on the
current state of security affairs on
the African continent, Chissano
stated, “We have a better under-
standing of the various arms of gov-
ernment, multi-party politics,
greater respect for human rights,
reform of constitutions, reduction of

poverty, and improved access to
education.”  He expressed his belief
that people should not depend
solely on government, and that
through their own initiative and ac-
tion they can bring about great
change.  Highlighting his own ex-
ample of how he built railroads in
Mozambique, Chissano encouraged
African governments to also take
initiative in order to attract interna-
tional attention, investment and
support.

The two-week Senior Leaders Semi-
nar is a discussion forum in which
participants from African countries
address issues affecting national
and international security, including
counterterrorism, civil-military rela-
tions, defense economics and de-
mocratic governance.  Participants
work through plenary and small
group discussions facilitated by Af-
rican, European and American aca-
demics and subject matter experts.

The four modules of the seminar –
counterterrorism, security studies,
civil-military relations and defense
economics – are designed to help
participants achieve a comprehen-
sive definition of security, which
includes approaches for identifying
and addressing problems facing civil
and military leaders in Africa; focus-
ing attention on the need for politi-
cal participation, transparency, and
professionalism; identifying key
challenges to civil-military relations;
and demonstrating how national
security goals and democracy are
advanced by prudent management
of economic resources.

The Africa Center for Strategic
Studies supports U.S. policy in Af-
rica by bringing civilian and military
leaders together for informed de-
bate on current security challenges
facing Africa and the international
community. For more information
about the Africa Center, visit
www.africacenter.org.

(Continued from page 1)

The Addis Chamber trade fair has become a
main event for the business community in Ethio-
pia and this year’s was the largest so far, at-
tracting a record 320 companies, close to half of
which were foreign companies.  The United
States participated in the trade fair to promote
several dynamic U.S. programs and policies de-
signed to increase business linkages between
the U.S. and Ethiopia.  Parallel to the trade fair,
the Embassy organized a half-day seminar at the
Addis Hilton entitled “Doing Business with the
U.S.” which attracted close to a hundred local
businesspeople interested in learning about how
they can create or expand business connections
with the United States.

(Continued from page 1)

Doing Business with the U.S.  . . .

Participants at the ‘Doing Business with the U.S.’ seminar applauding
Ambassador Yamamoto’s closing remarks on February 27, 2007
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28,
2007 Addis Ababa (U.S. Embassy)
– As part of its ongoing commit-
ment to support Ethiopia’s educa-
tional system, the United States
government facilitated a donation of
more than 16,000 books
for the Ministry of Educa-
tion.  The books are des-
tined for use in 13 uni-
versities across the coun-
try.

The U.S. Agency for In-
ternational Development
(USAID) funded the ship-
ping cost to Ethiopia for
books from the Brother’s
Brother Foundation
through the International
Foundation for Education
and Self-Help (IFESH), an
NGO based in Arizona,
USA.

Speaking at a handover
ceremony at the Ministry
of Education, USAID/
Ethiopia Mission Director
Glenn Anders said that
“This donation, made
possible by the Brothers-
Brother Foundation based
in the United States,
complements the great work of
IFESH to enhance teaching and
learning in Ethiopia’s teacher educa-
tion institutions and universities.
USAID and the American people are
proud work in partnership with the
Ministry of Education”  Also attend-
ing the ceremony were Minister of
Education, Dr. Sintayehu
Woldemichael, and State Minister
for Higher Education, Dr. Adhana
Haile.

IFESH/Ethiopia has worked in Ethio-
pia since 1995.  In the IFESH
“Teachers for Africa” program, vol-
unteer teachers from America sup-

port the Ministry of Education’s ini-
tiative to change the traditional lec-
ture method and teacher-dominated
classroom setting to an active and
student learner method. Working
with Ethiopian counterparts, Ameri-

can volunteers have trained primary
school teachers, organized girls’
and English language clubs, HIV/
AIDS prevention groups, role model
projects and computer training pro-
grams for students and teachers.
Their work not only transfers new
knowledge and skills, but also
serves as a cultural exchange.  In
the last ten years, nearly 140 IFESH
volunteer teachers have been as-
signed at 39 educational institutions
and to the Ministry of Education.
Nearly 50,000 students, teachers
and community members in Ethiopia
have directly benefited from the
volunteer teachers.

The IFESH program, funded by
USAID, complements USAID’s Ba-
sic Education Program to improve
the quality of primary education in
Ethiopia.   Providing educational
materials and supplies is an impor-

tant part of the IFESH program.  To
date, nearly 30 shipping containers
of books have been distributed to
teacher training institutions and uni-
versities.  In the last three years
alone, books worth over US $2 mil-
lion have been donated.

Press Contact: Kimberly Flowers
Telephone: 091-150-0414
Email: kiflowers@usaid.gov

USAID/Ethiopia Mission Director Glenn Anders (left) shakes hand with State Minister of Education
Dr. Adhana Haile at the donation ceremony.
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Addis Ababa (U.S. Embassy) – A
group of hard-working secondary
students celebrated the completion
of year one of a two-year program
of part-time study in English and
`life skills’ on February 17,
2007 at Alem Cinema, along
with their families and teach-
ers.  These students are part
of a U.S. Embassy-sponsored
program that provides after-
school and weekend classes
in English language, health,
entrepreneurship, and com-
puter skills.  The program is
funded through a U.S. State
Department initiative to pro-
mote English language learn-
ing in countries around the
world.

Called ‘Stepping Up to the
Future,’ the program encour-
ages students to prepare
themselves early for work
and life, by teaching them
skills that are not always em-
phasized in formal schools.
For example, in their first
year, the students learned
how to design a business
plan for a small enterprise.
During the summer between
the first and second years of the
program, students undertook sum-
mer internships with local busi-
nesses in Addis. Through these ex-
periences, they gained exposure to
the working world, and a better un-
derstanding of what they need to
do, and learn, in order to be ready
for a future career.

U.S. Ambassador Don Yamamoto
presented certificates to seventy-
seven students who for the past
year have spent one evening a
week plus every Saturday at the
Study Center, in addition to their
regular studies.  The Ambassador

congratulated them on their hard
work and dedication, and recog-
nized their parents and families as
well, noting that the support and
encouragement of parents and fam-

ily is an important component of
academic success.

“Ensuring the future success of
Ethiopia’s youth requires a commit-
ment from many different players –
the public sector, the private sector,
individuals, and institutions both
local and international,” said Gen-
eral Manager of The Study Center,
Ato Seif Tewfik at the event.  Ato
Seif mentioned that private and
public sector employers in Ethiopia
may be unaccustomed to the idea
of hosting young people as interns
in the workplace, and he hopes that
more companies and businesspeo-

ple will volunteer to host interns
from the Study Center program in
2007.  “Young people who have
benefited from the program may
grow up to run leading-edge compa-

nies in Ethiopia, employing 100,
200, or even 1,000 employees.
Helping them get a head start today
can have significant impact on
Ethiopia’s economic and social de-
velopment,” he said.

The Study Center/British Interna-
tional School is an English medium
school and English language learn-
ing center located on the Ring Road
near Bole.

Ambassador Donald Yamamoto hands certificate to the students who completed the English
study and life skills program.
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By Jim Fisher-Thompson
USINFO Staff Writer

Washington -- Somalia's struggle to
form a unified government after 15
years of clan warfare is achieving
success, thanks to partners in the
Horn of Africa region like Ethiopia
and with help from the United Na-
tions, the African Union (AU) and
the United States, Ambassador
Vicki Huddleston told the Council
on Foreign Relations February 22 in
Washington.

Huddleston, a former U.S. envoy to
Mali and Madagascar, recently
served for 15 months as acting am-
bassador to Ethiopia, whose gov-
ernment, she said, was instrumental
in "pressing for dialogue" between
the Somali Transitional Federal Gov-
ernment (TFG) and the Islamic
Courts Council (ICC), a radical
Islamist movement that had
wrested control of the country until
driven from power by a coalition of
TFG and Ethiopian forces in Decem-
ber 2006 after talks failed.

Before that victory, "many warned
that if Ethiopia intervened on behalf
of the transitional government it
would fuel a wider war.  They were
all wrong," Huddleston told the CFR
panel.

Now "Ethiopia's and the Somali
government's surprisingly easy vic-
tories have given Somalia -- and the
West -- a second chance to get
things right," said Huddleston, who
returned in December 2006 from
Addis Ababa.

As it stands now, "we do have a
success in Somalia," the diplomat
said.  After cooperating with the
TFG to remove the ICC threat, she
added, "about one-third of the
Ethiopian troops have already with-
drawn.  There will be a second

phase and third phase of with-
drawal that hopefully will coincide
with the arrival of AU peacekeep-
ers."

Nations that volunteered troops for
the AU force in a move recently
approved by the U.N. Security
Council include Uganda, Burundi
and "possibly Nigeria and Tanza-
nia," Huddleston told the panel.

The United Nations approved a
force of 8,000 peacekeepers, of
which about 4,000 have been
pledged so far. The United States
will support the deployment by pro-
viding $15 million for airlift and
other logistics, she added. (See re-
lated article ( http://usinfo.state.gov/
xarchives/display.html?p=washfile-
engish&y=2007&m=February&x=200
70221171027atiayduj0.8411676 ).)

"A window of opportunity has
opened" in Somalia, Huddleston
said, and "before the Islamists close
it by disrupting efforts to stabilize
Mogadishu … strong U.S. leader-
ship will prevent Somalia from be-
coming a haven for al-Qaeda terror-
ism in Africa."

The United States has taken a lead
in bringing together the international
community in a concerted effort to
turn Somalia into a viable state
through the International Contact
Group on Somalia.

Assistant Secretary of State for Af-
rican Affairs Jendayi Frazer, who
represents the United States in the
group, has placed Somalia high on
her agenda.  After making a number
of visits to the region, she recently
briefed the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee Subcommittee on Africa
on the crisis.

After a trip in January, Frazer told
the panel, "The most striking lesson
I took away from the visit is this:
Somalis are ready for peace.  While
developments on the ground have
maintained a frenetic pace, there
are many reasons to be hopeful."

"Along with our African and inter-
national partners, the United States
will remain engaged in supporting
… the process of dialogue, while
also attending to the humanitarian
needs of the Somali people," she
said. At the last contact group
meeting, Frazer said, the United
States pledged $40.5 million in new
funding for Somalia.

Somalis themselves are working to
achieve national unity, especially on
the military level, Huddleston told
the CFR panel.

About 10,000 Somalis have been
merged into a TFG security force
representing all the clans.  This is
important, she emphasized, be-
cause "in the end, whether Somalia
succeeds or not will depend on all
Somalis" and their ability to govern
themselves and provide their own
security.

(Continued on page 13)

Ambassador Vicki Huddleston
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By Judy Aita
USINFO United Nations Correspon-
dent

United Nations -- The Security
Council vote authorizing an African
Union (AU) peacekeeping mission in
Somalia was an important moment
for the people of Somalia, U.S. offi-
cials say.

The Security Council February 20
unanimously authorized the AU
mission for an initial period of six
months and instructed Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon to investigate
the possibility of the United Na-
tions taking over the operation at a
later date.  It also instructed the
secretary-general to report back in
60 days with recommendations for
the United Nation’s “further en-
gagement in support of peace and
security in Somalia.”

The United States was a co-sponsor
of the resolution, along with the
Republic of Congo, Ghana, Panama,
Slovakia, South Africa and the
United Kingdom.

In Washington, State Department
deputy spokesman Tom Casey
called the vote "an important mo-
ment for the people of Somalia."

"It's an opportunity for them after
many, many years to have a fully
functioning government, and we
certainly want to do what we can
to support that and help ensure
peace in that country," Casey said.

The resolution, the State Depart-
ment spokesman said, provides im-
portant support for the African Un-
ion in its effort to mount another
peacekeeping mission in Africa.  It
shows "the broader support of the
international community," he said.

Casey encouraged nations to step
forward and provide troops for the

mission.

The African Union said earlier in the
month that Burundi, Ghana, Ma-
lawi, Nigeria and Uganda have of-
fered a total of about 4,000 troops.
Although the current resolution
does not mention the mission's
size, the AU previously endorsed a

plan to send 8,000 troops into the
east African nation, which has been
torn apart by civil war since 1991.

The new mission, to be known as
AMISOM, will provide protection for
the U.N.-backed Transitional Federal
Institutions to help them carry out
government functions and provide
security for key infrastructure.
AMISOM also will support the dia-
logue and reconciliation process in
Somalia by helping to provide free
movement, safe passage and pro-
tection for those involved in the
process. The peacekeepers also will
provide security for humanitarian
operations.

The resolution, adopted under
Chapter 7 of the U.N. Charter, au-
thorizes AMISOM "to take all nec-
essary measures as appropriate" to
fulfill its mandate.

The resolution recognizes that AMI-
SOM will help with the initial stabili-
zation phase and will "evolve into a
United Nations operation that will
support the long-term stabilization
and post-conflict restoration of So-

malia."  AMISOM, the resolution
said, will help avoid a security vac-
uum and create the conditions for
the full withdrawal of the Ethiopian
troops that helped Somali troops
repel Islamist rebels in December
2006.

The Security Council also eased the
arms embargo imposed on the
country in 1992 to allow
"weapons and military equipment
and technical training and assis-
tance intended solely for the sup-
port of or use by" the peacekeep-
ers.

Resolution 1744 overrides a De-
cember 2006 resolution that au-
thorized an operation led by a re-
gional group, the Intergovernmen-
tal Authority on Development ,

which had a more limited mandate.

The United States initiated the De-
cember 2006 resolution in an effort
to stabilize the situation and help
start a critical dialogue between the
Transitional Federal Institutions and
the Union of Islamic Courts.

Ambassador John Bolton, who was
the chief U.S. envoy to the United
Nations at the time, said that the
United States "views the deploy-
ment of a regional force to Somalia
as a key element in preventing con-
flict" and "a critical element to help
resume credible dialogue."  The
United States, Bolton said, will
work with its African and other
partners toward that end.

For more information on U.S. policy in
the region, see Peace and Security
( http://usinfo.state.gov/af/africa/
peace_security.html ).

(The Washington File is a product of
the Bureau of International Informa-
tion Programs, U.S. Department of
State.  Web site: http://
usinfo.state.gov)
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By Melissa Martinez and Jim Fisher-
Thompson
USINFO Staff Writers

Washington -- By tripling U.S. assis-
tance funds for Africa, President
Bush has made good on promises
made at two Group of Eight (G8)
summits that the United States
will support development on the
continent, a senior U.S. aid offi-
cial says.

Walter North, acting assistant
administrator for Africa at the
U.S. Agency for International
Development, spoke February 21
to USINFO about the $3.6 billion
in humanitarian and development
aid to Africa that he currently
oversees.

“If you look at the level of re-
sources moving to Africa, it is
astounding,” said North, a for-
mer Peace Corps volunteer in Ethio-
pia. For example, after Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, Sudan -- just one of doz-
ens of African aid recipients -- now
ranks third among nations receiving
the most aid from the United
States.

In addition to providing humanitar-
ian aid in places like Mozambique,
which recently experienced a dev-
astating flood, USAID also adminis-
ters health, education and govern-
ance programs in more than 40
other African nations.

In the field of health, North's
agency has provided hundreds of
thousands of HIV/AIDS retroviral
treatments for Africans as part of
President Bush's Emergency Plan
for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR).

"President Bush has reinforced the
promises America made during G8
Summits at Monterey [Mexico in
2002] and Gleneagles [Scotland in

2005], and this is really hearten-
ing,” North said.  The G8 includes
the world's most industrialized na-
tions.

The president also has an involve-
ment with Africa that goes beyond
politics, North said.  Bush surprised

many when he visited the continent
in July 2003, just three months af-
ter coalition forces intervened in
Iraq.

One example of the U.S. commit-
ment to Africa North cited is the
Ambassadors' Girls' Scholarship
Program. Under the education initia-
tive, this program provides financial
support for the education of vulner-
able girls at the primary and secon-
dary levels in Africa.

In 2006, some 175,000 girls in 40
African countries received the
scholarships, known as bursaries.
Although largely unheralded by the
press, the scholarship program is
vital on a continent where most
public schools charge fees and
where girls are the first to drop out
of school when family incomes di-
minish.

USAID is not the only organization
committed to dramatic increases in

assistance to Africa, North said. At
the 2005 G8 Summit in Gleneagles,
Scotland, the international commu-
nity committed to doubling assis-
tance to Africa by 2010, an in-
creased commitment equivalent to
an additional $25 billion. (See fact
sheet ( http://usinfo.state.gov/ei/

Archive/2005/Jul/08-
755907.html ).)

FINDING WAYS TO SERVE
AFRICA BETTER

North also discussed a reform
process USAID is undertaking
to serve its African develop-
ment partners better.

"It's about trying to get people
focused on the country that we
are working in and look at
where it is, where its leadership
is, what the requirements are
for it to move forward, to try to
marshal the resources and fo-

cus them to advance that country"
toward a higher level of perform-
ance, he explained.

In that regard, Mozambique has
proven to be "a great success
story," he added.

After experiencing "a horrible civil
war," North said, Mozambique has
"been at peace for 10 to 15 years
and has reconnected with the rest
of the world," thanks to develop-
ment partnerships with the United
States and other international do-
nors.

"The United States partnered with
the southern African nation to re-
structure and reconstruct," North
explained, and now "they have had
robust economic growth rates and
became eligible for U.S. develop-
ment programs like the Millennium
Challenge Corporation."

(Continued on page 13)

A researcher in Nigeria checks blood samples for
HIV/AIDS. (AP Images)
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By David McKeeby
USINFO Staff Writer

Washington –- Nations must do
more to prevent terrorists from es-
tablishing safe havens in lawless
corners of the world, say top U.S.
intelligence officials.

“Many nation states are unable to
provide good governance or sustain
the rule of law within their bor-
ders,” Director of National Intelli-
gence Mike McConnell said in testi-
mony before the Senate Armed Ser-
vices Committee February 27.

This sets the conditions for creating
“failed states, proxy states, terrorist
safe havens, and ungoverned re-
gions that endanger the interna-
tional community and its citizens,”
he said.

McConnell, who recently succeeded
Ambassador John Negroponte as
head of 16 agencies that make up
the U.S. intelligence community,
was joined by Lieutenant General
Michael Maples of the Defense In-
telligence Agency and Thomas Fin-
gar, who chairs the National Intelli-
gence Council, to deliver an assess-
ment of current and emerging na-
tional security threats.

Terrorism remains the top threat to
U.S. security, and al-Qaeda, which
is rebuilding itself and strengthening
its ties to affiliated groups in the
Middle East, Africa and Europe, is
the intelligence community’s pre-
eminent challenge, they said.  Al-
though conventional explosives are
the terrorist’s weapon of choice,
Maples warned that intelligence
agencies receive reports that al-
Qaeda continues to seek chemical,
biological and nuclear weapons for
use in future attacks.

With the help of allies such as Af-
ghanistan, Iraq, Pakistan, Saudi
Arabia, Turkey and the United King-
dom, Maples said, the United
States successfully has disrupted
attacks, such as the 2006 plot to
bomb U.S.-bound trans-Atlantic
flights, and brought several senior
al-Qaeda operatives to justice, such
as al-Qaeda in Iraq leader Abu-
Musab al-Zarqawi.

But while 75 percent of al-Qaeda’s
leadership has been killed or cap-
tured, McConnell said that a new
generation of terrorists is training in
Iraq, the Afghanistan-Pakistan bor-
der region and East Africa.

In Iraq, Maples said, al-Qaeda ac-
counts for a fraction of the overall
violence, but its focus on executing
large-scale, mass casualty bomb-
ings has magnified the group’s im-
pact on the country’s complex se-
curity situation by accelerating
Sunni-Shia violence.

“Conflict in Iraq is in a self-
sustaining cycle, in which violent
acts increasingly generate retalia-
tion,” he said.  “Insecurity rational-
izes and justifies militias, in particu-
lar Shia militias, which increase
fears in the Sunni-Arab community.
The result is additional support or at
least acquiescence to insurgents
and terrorists, such as al-Qaeda in
Iraq.”

Maples told senators that Iraq’s
Shia militias have been discovered
training in neighboring Iran as well
as in facilities operated by the Ira-
nian-backed Hezbollah in southern
Lebanon.

In Afghanistan, McConnell said that
both al-Qaeda and the Taliban main-
tain “critical sanctuaries” in Paki-
stan’s northwestern tribal regions

bordering Afghanistan.  Eliminating
these strongholds will be top priori-
ties this year, said intelligence offi-
cials, as well as breaking the link
between militants and local war-
lords profiting from drug trafficking.

While praising the work of neighbor-
ing Pakistan, McConnell criticized
President Pervez Musharraf for mak-
ing agreements with local tribal
leaders who since have allowed the
Taliban and al-Qaeda to regroup.

“The president of Pakistan believed
that he could be more effective by
signing this peace agreement,” he
said.  “And in our point of view,
capabilities of al-Qaeda for training
and so on increased.”

McConnell's comments came the
day after Vice President Cheney
met with Musharraf in Islamabad to
discuss security along the border
region.  “We believe [Pakistan]
could do more,” McConnell added.
(See related article ( http://
usinfo.state.gov/xarchives/display.html?
p=washfile-
engish&y=2007&m=February&x=200
70226163249idybeekcm0.308758 ).)

Al-Qaeda also remains determined
to exploit instability in Somalia, the
officials said, making East Africa a
region where the intelligence com-
munity is working to build up its
supply of analysts and area experts.

Fingar said terrorists affiliated with
Hezbollah are known to be active in
the “Tri-border Region” straddling
Argentina, Brazil and Paraguay.

(The Washington File is a product of
the Bureau of International Informa-
tion Programs, U.S. Department of
State.  Web site: http://
usinfo.state.gov)
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By Stephen Kaufman
USINFO Staff Writer

Washington -- In the wake of al-
Qaeda’s threat to attack oil facilities
in the Western Hemisphere supply-
ing the United States, a State De-
partment official said the Bush ad-
ministration takes those threats se-
riously and has offered to collabo-
rate with all countries in the region,
including Venezuela, which specifi-
cally was targeted.

Speaking to USINFO February 20,
Alberto Fernandez, the director of
public diplomacy in the State De-
partment’s Bureau of Near Eastern
Affairs, said al-Qaeda is seeking
alternative means to strike at the
United States and has “a track re-
cord of attacking economic and oil
targets.”

On February 14, a Saudi wing of al-
Qaeda posted an announcement on
an Internet site threatening to “hit
oil interests in all regions which
serve the United States, not just in
the Middle East,” with a goal to
“cut its supplies or reduce them
through any means."  It specifically
threatened Canada, Venezuela and
Mexico.

“We have to take it seriously be-
cause al-Qaeda has a track record
of announcing things and fulfilling
them,” Fernandez said. “There is
enough evidence for concern with-
out exaggerating it.”

He said al-Qaeda has attempted
attacks on petroleum installations in
Saudi Arabia and Yemen, and at-
tempted to set a French super-
tanker ablaze despite its govern-
ment’s political differences with the
United States.

Venezuela, which has been strongly
critical of the United States and has
cultivated ties with state supporters

of terrorism such as Iran and Syria,
would be “very, very mistaken” to
assume it would not be targeted.

“Within the context of al-Qaeda
[those relationships] means abso-
lutely nothing,” Fernandez said.
“Iran has actually been a target of

al-Qaeda as well, and certainly Iran
and the Shia population of Iran are
not seen in any favorable light by
al-Qaeda.”

In order to inflict harm on American
targets, al-Qaeda has shown its
willingness to kill hundreds of by-
standers from other countries indis-
criminately, “whether these are
hundreds of Africans, with the at-
tacks on our embassies in Africa, or
whether these are Germans in Tuni-
sia or Australians in Bali, or Egyp-
tians in Sharm el-Sheikh,” Fernan-
dez said.

For that reason, the United States is
concerned about the terrorist threat
to Canada, Venezuela and Mexico,
as well as to the broader region.

“The United States is willing to col-
laborate and cooperate with anyone

in the hemisphere to fight this com-
mon foe, including Venezuela,” he
said.  “There is ample room for co-
operation, a win-win situation
where everybody gains with added
security and added cooperation.”

To date, the most significant terror-
ist presence in Latin America has
been the Iranian-backed Lebanese
group Hezbollah, which was re-
sponsible for two major attacks in
Argentina in 1992 and 1994.  How-
ever, Fernandez said al-Qaeda was
responsible for two attacks in the
northern part of the Western Hemi-
sphere, in 1993 at the World Trade
Center and the September 11,
2001, attacks on New York and
Washington.

He said there is concern that al-
Qaeda could make a connection
with other groups in the region en-
gaged in narco-terrorism or gang
activity, such as Mara Salvatrucha
(MS 13).  There also is continuing
concern over the tri-border area of
Paraguay, Brazil and Argentina –
due not only to Hezbollah activity,
but to “Hamas and al-Qaeda con-
spiracies as well.”

Al-Qaeda looks for “the weakest
links they can find” around the
world from which to “prepare and
plan and carry out acts of terror,”
he said, recalling its recent activities
in Somalia, the southern Philippines
and North Waziristan.  “None of the
countries of the Americas has an
interest in seeing that happen for all
of our sakes,” he said.

“There is enough evidence for con-
cern without exaggerating it.”  Call-
ing for hemispheric cooperation,
Fernandez said, “We all need to
take steps to do all we can to pre-
vent this from becoming a worse
reality in Latin America.”

Alberto Fernandez, director of public
diplomacy in the State Department's
Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs
(State Dept.)



Iran's Nuclear Policies Leading to Greater Isolation, Rice Says
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By Howard Cincotta
USINFO Special Correspondent

Washington -- By refusing to sus-
pend its nuclear enrichment and
reprocessing activities, Iran is con-
tinuing to isolate itself from the in-
ternational community, according to
Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice.

Responding to Iranian President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad's stated
refusal to "reverse" his country's
nuclear program, Rice said, "They
don't need a reverse gear.  They
need a stop button. They need to
stop enriching and reprocessing and
then we can sit down and talk
about whatever is on Iran's mind."

Speaking on Fox News Sunday Feb-
ruary 25, Rice pointed out that
Iran's nuclear activities already have
isolated the nation from the interna-
tional community through a 15-to-0
Security Council vote for a Chapter
7 resolution that imposes sanctions.

"People are looking hard at ... the
investment risk of dealing with a
country that is under Chapter 7
status in the international commu-
nity," she said.  "It's very rare to be
under Chapter 7. There aren't that
many countries that are in that UN
category. And I think what we're
looking to is that people who don't
want to endure that kind of isola-
tion will stop, take a deep breath,
and give international negotiations a
chance by suspending their pro-
gram."

Rice added that if Iran suspends its
enrichment and reprocessing activi-
ties, she would be prepared to meet
an Iranian representative at any
time. "That should be a clear sig-

nal," she said.

DEVELOPMENTS IN IRAQ

Turning to Iraq, Rice warned against
efforts by Congress to move be-
yond general oversight of the U.S.
foreign and defense policy in Iraq to
attempts at calibrating military op-
erations there.

"The president, as commander-in-
chief, has to be able to rely on the
best military advice," she said on
ABC's This Week. "If you ever dis-
rupt that chain, then you're going
to have the worst micro-
management of military affairs and
it's always served us badly in the
past."

Asked about the announced draw-
down of British troops from the
south of Iraq, Rice said that, despite
some sectarian conflict, the plan
always had been for coalition forces
to transfer responsibility to the
Iraqis as conditions permitted.

Rice indicated that on her recent
trip to Baghdad, Iraq, she had urged
the leadership to move more rapidly
on political reconciliation, while
conceding that the country is deal-
ing with deeply contentious issues.

For example, she said on Fox News
Sunday, "The oil law is not just an
oil law.  It's a law about dividing
the resources of the country and
therefore maintaining the unity of
Iraq, so it's not easy."

RUSSIA AND NATO

Speaking on Fox News Sunday,
Rice called recent criticisms of U.S.
foreign policy and NATO by Russian
officials "unnecessary and unwar-

ranted," but said she saw no pros-
pect of a return to the Cold War.

The secretary denied that the ex-
pansion of NATO, which she called
"one of the great stories of the
post-Cold War time," should cause
Russia any security concerns. As a
result of NATO's expansion, Russia
now has democratic countries on its
border that are eager to trade, and
open to discussions of their differ-
ences, according to Rice.  The sec-
retary also dismissed charges that
plans for missile defense systems in
Poland and the Czech Republic
would in any way threaten Russia's
nuclear deterrent force.

Transcripts of Rice's interviews on Fox
News Sunday ( http://www.state.gov/
secretary/rm/2007/feb/81037.htm ) and
ABC's This Week ( http://
www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2007/
feb/81038.htm ) can be found on the
State Department Web site.

For more information on U.S. policies,
see Iraq Update ( http://
usinfo.state.gov/mena/
middle_east_north_africa/iraq.html ) and
Russia ( http://usinfo.state.gov/eur/
europe_eurasia/russia.html ).

(The Washington File is a product of
the Bureau of International Informa-
tion Programs, U.S. Department of
State.  Web site: http://
usinfo.state.gov)



Scholar Proposes International Law as Norm To Assess Elections

Page        11 Weekly Special Report
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Washington -- The term "free and
fair elections" has about six dec-
ades of use by national and interna-
tional media, but what precisely
does that term mean?

That was the question put forward
by Reagan-Fascell Democracy Fel-
low Michael Boda at an interna-
tional forum for democratic studies
hosted by the National Endowment
for Democracy February 20.  Boda,
the principal speaker, was joined by
David Carroll, director of the Carter
Center's democracy program, and
Patrick Merloe, a senior associate at
the National Democratic Institute
for International Affairs.

The three men took turns address-
ing the difficulty of constructing a
set of internationally accepted stan-
dards by which an election can be
assessed to have been legitimate,
that is, free and fair.

Boda said there were three ways
elections traditionally have been
judged: the outcome, the process
(the most widely used) and confor-
mance to international law.

Boda contended there should be
greater focus on international law
when assessing elections.  From a
practical standpoint, however, ob-
servers need to gain a broader and
deeper understanding of the elec-
tion-related international obligations
if they are to use them when evalu-
ating elections.  He described how
a more detailed understanding of
these obligations can be estab-
lished, not only by making a greater
effort to consider human rights law,
but by looking to other sources of
international law. These other
sources, such as the case law of
international and regional courts

and widely accepted election manu-
als of international institutions, help
shape better-known election princi-
ples such as “periodic intervals,”
“universal suffrage” and “absence
of discrimination,” he said.

For Boda, the first step in assessing
an election is to outline those inter-
national legal obligations that relate

to elections.  Next, he demon-
strated that the electoral process
must be properly “framed,”  offer-
ing nine constituent parts, ranging
from an election’s legislative frame-
work and redistricting, on one end
of the cycle, to voter registration,
voting operations, and vote count-
ing, on the other. And, finally, he
showed how key indicators for each
of those parts could be evaluated in
relation to election-related interna-
tional obligations to determine
whether those parts and, ultimately,
an election have been implemented
adequately.

Boda emphasized that he was not
proposing a method that assigned
scores to each part of an election,
leading to a simple aggregation of
those scores to determine whether
an election is conducted freely and
fairly.  “This kind of approach is not
feasible in the context of election
observation -- at least not in its cur-
rent form,” he said.  “The complexi-

ties are great and many of the
measures simply don’t lend them-
selves to quantification.  We’d be
doing a disservice to the voters and
to observers who would find them-
selves altering the figures arrived at
under circumstances where time
pressures are abundant in order to
complete their assessment.”  While
arguing that greater social scientific
rigor should be introduced to the
process of collecting data during an
election, Boda suggested that the
ultimate judgment of an election
should rely on the expertise and
deliberation of observers who need

(Continued on page 21)

A man casts his ballot in Macedonia. Speakers discussed fair elections at a forum
for democratic studies February 20. (AP Images)



Global Task Force Combats Internet Child-Sex Predators
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By Jane Morse
USINFO Staff Writer

Washington -- “The Internet is a
great place for children to learn,
have fun and communicate with
their peers.  But where children go,
the child sex predators will follow,”
says Jim Gamble, chairman of the
Virtual Global Task Force (VGT) and
chairman of the United Kingdom’s
Child Exploitation and Online Pro-
tection Center (CEOP).

On February 21-22, law en-
forcement officials from the
United States, the United King-
dom, Canada and Australia met
in Washington at a VGT con-
ference to explore new ways
to combat online pedophiles.

Created in 2003, the VGT is an
international partnership of law
enforcement agencies cooper-
ating to fight online child
abuse.  In addition to CEOP,
task force members include
U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement ICE, the Australian
High Tech Crime Centre, the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police and Inter-
pol.  The first VGT conference was
held in Belfast, Northern Ireland, in
November 2005.

According to Julie Myers, assistant
secretary for ICE, “Given the trans-
national reach of crimes against
children, it is more important than
ever to have law enforcement agen-
cies across the globe integrate their
efforts and pool their resources.
The VGT is an innovative response
to the globalization of the threat to
children.”

INNOVATIVE TELEVISION AD AIMS
TO EDUCATE

At the Washington conference,
VGT’s first commercial was

launched, an ad intended to edu-
cate children and adults about the
need for Internet safety.  The 60-
second ad emphasizes the global
nature of the Internet and that peo-
ple online are not always who they
say they are.

According to VGT, the ad repre-
sents the first time different law
enforcement agencies from around
the world have worked together to
produce an awareness-raising cam-

paign.  The public service advertise-
ment is expected to have a poten-
tial audience of 450 million people
across three continents.

In the United Kingdom and Austra-
lia, a public awareness campaign
already has been launched under
the name “thinkuknow.”  So far it
has produced a 1000 percent in-
crease in reports of predatory online
behavior to British police via the
CEOP Center, VGT says.  Seventy-
seven sex offenders have been ar-
rested since the 2006 launch of
CEOP, which is dedicated to tack-
ling child sex abuse.

“Children have the right to enjoy
the virtual world free from preda-
tors,” Gamble said.  “Now they
can.  They can walk into our virtual
police environment and make a re-

port to our combined effort and we
will take immediate action.

PROVIDING A 24/7 RESPONSE

A 24/7 (24 hours a day; seven days
a week) watch-system concept was
launched by the United Kingdom
and Australia in 2005 and adopted
in the United States in November
2006.

Under the 24/7 watch system,
agencies of VGT member nations
rotate shifts as the “on-call Internet
police officer” for a portion of each
day.  Investigators have real-time
access to one another to respond to
immediate threats, no matter where
the alleged violation is taking place.
This watch system already has pro-
duced successes.

In one case, information provided in
a chat room and reported to U.S.
authorities indicated that a man liv-
ing in England planned to molest his
children within the next few hours.
Investigators in both countries took
immediate action working through a
team comprised of ICE, the U.S.
Postal Inspection Service, the CEOP
Center and local British police.

Within 120 minutes of the first re-
port, local police officers were at
the individual’s door.  Their result-
ing investigation uncovered images
of child pornography and the indi-
vidual was arrested.

In the United States, Internet users
can report suspicious online activity
via the Cyber Tipline on the Web
site for the National Center for
Missing & Exploited Children.  On
this Web site, U.S. users can report
to VGT suspected danger to a child
using the Internet and located in
Australia, Canada or the United
Kingdom.

(Continued on page 18)

A police officer posing as a teenager logs into a
chat room to crack down on online child preda-
tors. (AP Images)



Free Speech on Internet a Basic Human Right, United States Says
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Washington -- The U.S. State De-
partment expressed concern over
the conviction and sentencing of an
Egyptian blogger to four years in
prison due to his comments posted
online, and said the freedom of ex-
pression on the Internet is “part of
general, basic human rights.”

State Department deputy spokes-
man Tom Casey said February 22
that 22-year-old Abdel Karim
Suleiman is “the first Egyptian blog-
ger to be prosecuted for the con-
tents of his remarks.”

Suleiman was convicted by an Alex-
andria court in connection with
eight articles he had written since
2004. Egyptian authorities said the
articles were insulting to Egyptian
President Hosni Mubarak and the

Islamic faith.

Casey expressed concern over the
curtailment of free speech.

“[C]ertainly, while we have great
respect for all religions, including
certainly Islam, the role of freedom
of expression is critical for the de-
velopment of a democratic and
prosperous society,” he said, add-
ing that the right to express one’s
opinions and views includes what
one posts on the Internet.

“I think we view them as part of
general, basic human rights,” he
said.

The deputy spokesman said the
Bush administration has discussed
the issue in general terms with the
Egyptian government and had men-
tioned Suleiman by name in its
2005 human rights report.

“I understand we'll be discussing
this specific action with them as
well,” he said.

The State Department has in-
creased its efforts to combat Inter-
net censorship around the world,
recently allocating $500,000 in
support of Internet freedom projects
and is expanding its section con-
cerning online freedom of speech in
its upcoming human rights report.

U.S. officials also held a January 30
conference on Internet freedom that
brought U.S. officials together with
human rights organizations and the
corporate world, including leading
companies involved in Internet com-
munication, to address government
restriction of the flow of informa-
tion on the Web.

U.S. Diplomat Sees Progress . . .

Politically, TFG President Abdullahi Yusuf Ahmed
also took "a great step" in the right direction in
organizing a political conference of 3,000 clan
leaders from around the country, the diplomat
added.

A country not contributing to stability in Somalia,
according to Huddleston, is Eritrea, which, she
said, "hoped to use the conflict in Somalia to de-
stabilize its archenemy Ethiopia."  But this tactic
failed, the diplomat told the CFR audience.

The full text ( http://www.senate.gov/~foreign/
testimony/2007/FrazerTestimony070206.pdf ) of Fra-
zer’s remarks as prepared for delivery to the Africa Sub-
committee is available on the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee Web site.

(The Washington File is a product of the Bureau of
International Information Programs, U.S. Depart-
ment of State.  Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)

(Continued from page 5)

U.S. Aid to Africa Triples  . . .

North made the point that America's commitment to
helping Africans often has been linked to foreign policy
necessities like fighting the Cold War or supporting the
global war on terrorism.

"But there is also another strain to our assistance that
is equally as strong and maybe getting stronger," be-
cause of the influence of faith-based institutions,
North said.  "And that's doing this [foreign aid] be-
cause it's right and because of the type of people we
are -- the human face of the United States and our
concern for the poor people of the world."

This means USAID development partnerships in Africa
will continue, North said, because "our basic mission
is about achieving change and making positive differ-
ences in people’s lives.”

For more information on U.S. policies, see U.S. Aid to
Africa ( http://usinfo.state.gov/af/africa/
aid_to_africa.html ).

(Continued from page 7)



United States Seeks Global Harmonization of Air Traffic Control
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Washington -- Air traffic manage-
ment systems of the near future
must ensure that aircraft moving
around the world do so safely and
with few delays as air transporta-
tion continues to grow, says the
head of the U.S. civil aviation regu-
lator.

Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) Administrator Marion Blakey
said February 20 that air traffic in
the United States and other devel-
oped markets is at the “saturation
point” and skies are likely to get
only busier with projected increases
in air travel.

In an address to the Royal Aeronau-
tical Society in London, she said the
United States and the European Un-
ion (EU), the two largest air trans-
portation markets in the world, are
trying to meet the challenge by de-
veloping their own advanced air
traffic management systems – the
Next Generation Air Transportation
System (NextGen) and the Single
European Sky Air Traffic Manage-
ment Research (SESAR) program.

Blakey said, however, that unless
the two parties move in harmony,
making sure that these systems are
interoperable, management of inter-
national air traffic is unlikely to
measure up to the growing needs of
civil aviation.

“If NextGen and SESAR aren’t com-
patible, … we’ve taken a step for-
ward technologically, but taken a
step back strategically,” she said.

In 2006, the Bush administration
and the European Commission
signed an agreement to cooperate
and collaborate on developing the
systems.

Blakey said she hopes that later in
2007 the two sides will announce
several joint projects to further har-
monization.

CHINA, INDIA

Integrating China and India with
global air traffic systems is also im-
portant for making international air
travel safe and trouble-free, she
said, as the two countries experi-
ence an explosive growth in domes-
tic air travel.

Blakey said the growth of China’s
domestic air travel market – at
about 8 percent per year – is ham-
pered by a lack of sufficient infra-
structure and a complex web of
airspace restrictions. The Chinese
have tried to catch up with the
growth by beginning construction
of more than 30 major airports in
recent years and by pushing their
military to relinquish some of the
approximately 80 percent of Chi-
nese airspace it controls.

The FAA administrator said her
agency is doing as much as possi-
ble to help China improve its air
traffic systems through technical
assistance and training.

The United States also is working
with the Chinese to help them un-
derstand the benefits of emerging
technologies and automated and
integrated air traffic systems,
Blakey said.

Another U.S. official, Assistant Sec-
retary of Transportation Andrew
Steinberg, told USINFO that China,
with its relatively undeveloped infra-
structure, has an opportunity to
jump directly to satellite-based air
traffic systems, passing more devel-
oped countries that continue to rely
on ground-based systems.

Blakey said her agency would like
to use the experience it has gained
in China to craft an aviation coop-
eration program with India, another
rapidly developing aviation market.

“We are counting on a long-term
relationship with India to work with
them to grow their aviation sys-
tem,” she said.

Blakey said the first U.S.-India Part-
nership Summit, scheduled for April
23-25 in New Delhi, will provide an
opportunity to discuss the most
important issues related to bilateral
cooperation such as airport develop-
ment and construction and air traf-
fic management.

India already has asked for U.S.
assistance in implementing more
advanced navigation and training
for its air controllers. The United
States has offered to assist with
the certification of India’s own sat-
ellite-based navigational system.

In March, the two countries are
scheduled to begin discussions on a
bilateral aviation safety agreement,
which would allow the U.S. regula-
tors to accept Indian airworthiness
certification on some aviation and
aerospace products. The FAA must
certify aircraft and aerospace prod-
ucts before they can be used or
operated in the United States. Un-
der bilateral agreements with some
countries, the agency accepts certi-
fications issued by these countries’
authorities.

Additional information ( http://
www.aaae.org/products/
_600_US_India_Summit_2007/
welcome.html ) on the U.S.-India Part-
nership Summit is available on the Web
site of the American Association of Air-
port Executives.



U.S. Foreign Assistance To Focus on Long-Term Development
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Washington – The president’s
budget request for the fiscal year
beginning October 1 would focus
U.S. foreign aid on the long-term
development of countries that gov-
ern justly and democratically, invest
in education and health care and
support poverty reduction and eco-
nomic progress, says Randall To-
bias, director of U.S. foreign assis-
tance.

The United States must focus its
aid efforts on developing countries
most likely to move towards self-
sufficiency, he told the Advisory
Committee on Voluntary Foreign
Aid (ACVFA) meeting February 21
in Washington.

Tobias said the $20.3 billion the
Bush administration is requesting
for foreign aid spending for the next
fiscal year (FY08) would target
helping individual countries move
from depending on foreign aid to
eliminating barriers with the goal of
making their economies stronger
and their governments more effec-
tive.

The FY08 request is a 12 percent
increase over the fiscal year 2006
enacted level, the last year for
which such data are available, he
said.

Tobias, who also serves as the ad-
ministrator of the U.S. Agency for
International Development (USAID),
said the FY08 foreign aid budget
recognizes that global stability and
prosperity are linked closely to U.S.
security.

The FY08 budget proposal allocates
$4.4 billion for Africa, focused on
addressing disease and poverty,
representing a fourfold increase in

annual spending on Africa during
the Bush administration.

For the Western Hemisphere, it
seeks $1.6 billion for aid for eco-
nomic growth programs and for de-
veloping institu-
tions that sup-
port democratic
processes.

The request
would provide
$6.88 billion for
counterterrorism
and counternar-
cotics activities
and $2.12 billion
to relieve human
suffering and to
respond to de-
stabilizing hu-
manitarian disas-
ters.

The proposed
budget allocates
$4.5 billion for
the President's
Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR),
$388 million for the President's Ma-
laria Initiative and $535 million to
support equitable access to educa-
tion and to improve the quality of
basic education around the world.

Under the proposal, some countries
would receive increased aid while
others less compared to current
levels of support, but none of the
155 countries currently receiving
U.S aid is proposed to be cut more
than 20 percent, Tobias said.

Also that day, James Kunder,
USAID's acting deputy administra-
tor, said economic growth in Af-
ghanistan is moving forward at "a
brisk pace."

Kunder, who had just returning
from Afghanistan, said he attended

the opening of an industrial park
housing 35 small factories outside
of Kabul, a focal point for job crea-
tion. Another such industrial center
is expected to open soon in the
Kandahar area, he said.

Kunder said USAID is helping to
build Afghanistan's infrastructure so
it can attract more investments in
other job-creating businesses.

He also said "democracy is thriving"
in Afghanistan and that the parlia-
ment is "vibrant" with men and
women of all ethnic groups discuss-
ing issues of importance to the
country.

For additional information, see Rebuild-
ing Afghanistan ( http://
usinfo.state.gov/sa/
rebuilding_afghanistan.html ).

(The Washington File is a product of
the Bureau of International Informa-
tion Programs, U.S. Department of
State.  Web site: http://
usinfo.state.gov)

Bolivian women cast votes. The FY08 budget allocates $1.6
billion for democratic development in the Western Hemisphere.
(AP Images)



Musical Comedy on Israeli-Palestinian Conflict Wins Academy Award
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Washington – When University of
Southern California film student Ari
Sandel set out to make a musical
comedy about the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict, many people warned him
that the tragic circumstances in the
Middle East are not appropriate ma-
terial for a comedic venture.  But
since Sandel’s West Bank Story
premiered at the Sundance Film
Festival in 2005, it has played more
than 100 festivals on five conti-
nents and won 25 prizes.  This win-
ning streak was capped February
25 with the award for best live-
action short film from the Academy
of Motion Picture Arts and Sci-
ences.

The academy bestows the most
prestigious film awards in the
United States, also known as the
"Oscars."

“This film is not meant to be a
learning tool for the situation in the
Middle East. It is not an historical
explanation, or a political solution
on screen. It is a movie about hope
and peace and that is it,” Sandel
said on the film’s Web site.

He said he hoped to counteract the
documentaries and news reports
about the conflict that present no
hope for peace between Israelis and
Arabs.  He said his goal was to
make a film that captured people’s
attention, made them laugh and
offered a message of hope.

The story revolves around two
families -- one Israeli and one Pales-
tinian -- that have competing falafel
stands in a West Bank town.  When
the Israeli-owned “Kosher King”
installs a new pastry machine that
encroaches on the land of the Pal-
estinian-owned “Hummus Hut,” the

Palestinians destroy the machine,
and the Israelis build a wall be-
tween the two restaurants.

In the midst of the tension and ani-
mosity, David, an Israeli soldier
from the “Kosher King” family, falls
in love with Fatima, a cashier at her
family’s “Hummus Hut.”  When
their love triggers a chain of events
that destroys both restaurants, eve-
ryone must seek common ground to
rebuild.

The original music, written by Israeli
composer Yuval Ron, combines Ara-
bic sounds with Jewish Klezmer
music and Broadway-style show
tunes.  The short film includes
seven dance routines.

The storyline and musical numbers
pay deliberate homage to West Side
Story, a 1957 Broadway musical,
which became a film in 1961, about
rival gangs of white and Puerto Ri-
can teenagers in New York City.

The story of a love interest across
cultural and ethnic boundaries also
finds its roots in William Shake-
speare’s Romeo and Juliet.

Sandel said on the film’s Web site
that the greatest challenge was
maintaining a sense of balance in
the film.  “Our fear was that we
might offend one side and then turn
them off to the story. Therefore,
we made sure that for every joke
against one side we had one for the
other. Likewise, for every endearing
or heartfelt moment for the Pales-
tinians we had to have one for the
Israelis. Balance was crucial to stay-
ing credible,” he wrote.

He said this balance is important to
ensure that viewers from both sides
of the conflict feel comfortable
enough “to let their guard down
and laugh with the characters from
the ‘other side.’”

Sandel studied Middle East history,
Islam and Judaism at college and
has traveled extensively in the Mid-
dle East.  He said his film has been
warmly received everywhere it has
played, including at the Dubai
(United Arab Emirates) International
Film Festival, and that he has had
requests for copies of the film from
across the Middle East.

In accepting the Oscar at the Acad-
emy Awards ceremony, Sandel said
the award shows how many people
support the notion of peace in the
Middle East.   “I truly believe that
peace between Israelis and Arabs
will be achieved and don’t believe it
is a hopeless endeavor,” he said.

(The Washington File is a product of
the Bureau of International Informa-
tion Programs, U.S. Department of
State.  Web site: http://
usinfo.state.gov)

UCLA film student Ari Sandel won the
award for best live-action short film for
"West Bank Story". (AP Images)



Women's Rights in the United States

Page        17 Weekly Special Report

By Jane Morse
USINFO Staff Writer

In the United States, women's
rights have a long, constantly
evolving history.

In recent decades, significant steps
have been taken to improve educa-
tion, health, family life, economic
opportunities and political empow-
erment for women. The U.S. ex-
perience shows that, as the status
of women advances, so does that
of their families, their communities,
their workplaces and their nation.

In many ways the birth of the
women's rights movement in the
United States closely tied to the
abolitionist movement, which was
supported fervently by many
American women.  It was the ex-
clusion of female abolitionist dele-
gates from the 1840 World Anti-
Slavery Convention held in London
that inspired Elizabeth Cady
Stanton and abolitionist Lucretia
Mott to discuss the development of
a women's rights movement in the
United States.

In the first half of the 19th century,
women were not allowed the free-
doms men enjoyed in the eyes of
the law, the church or the govern-
ment. Women could not vote, hold
elective office, attend college or
earn a living. If married, they could
not make legal contracts, divorce
an abusive husband or gain custody
of their children.

In July 1848, Stanton and Mott
joined with other like-minded
women for the first Women's
Rights Convention held in Seneca
Falls, New York. Their "Declaration
of Sentiments," based on the U.S.
Declaration of Independence, de-
manded equal rights for women,
including the right to vote. Over

300 people attended the conven-
tion; the document was signed by
68 women and 32 men.

LEGAL, ECONOMIC PROGRESS

In 1920, with the ratification of the
19th Amendment of the U.S. Con-
stitution, that American women
finally gained the right to vote.  Ulti-
mately, it was economics, rather
than politics, that changed
women's roles in American society
and created greater momentum for
the women's rights movement.

As many families moved from farms
to cities, the economic role of
women diminished.  But the Great
Depression, which began with the
October 1929 stock market crash,
compelled more women to seek
paid work outside the home in order
to aid their families.

World War II catapulted up to 38
percent of American women into
the workforce to fill the labor short-
age left by men serving as soldiers.
After the war, returning soldiers
displaced many women, but women
re-entered the workforce with the
economic expansion of the late
1950s and the 1960s.  As
women's contributions to their fam-
ily's economic well-being grew,
they found that discrimination in-
creasingly frustrated their efforts to
advance in the workplace.

Equal opportunity was offered to
women in the 1964 Civil Rights
Act, which prohibited sex discrimi-
nation in employment.  To ensure
that the act's provisions for women
were enforced, activists joined to-
gether to create in 1966 the Na-

(Continued on page 18)

General Mills manager Kirstie Foster visits her daughter at the company's childcare
center. (AP Images)
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tional Organization for Women
(NOW).  NOW is currently the larg-
est organization for feminists in the
United States, with some 500,000
members.

By the early 1970s, women serving
in both chambers of the U.S. Con-
gress helped focus more attention
on the needs of women.  Some of
the significant pieces of legislation
affecting women that were passed
into law resulted in:

 Greater freedom in reproductive
choice (1973);

 Minimum wage protection for do-
mestic workers (1974);

 Prohibitions against discriminating
in employment against pregnant
women (1978);

 Tougher child support laws and
protection of pension rights for wid-
ows and divorced women (1984);

 Provision of federal funds for child
care (1990);

 Employment protection for workers
needing extended time off to care
for family members (1993); and

 Protections against violence
(1994).

REMAINING CHALLENGES

American women have made signifi-
cant gains in the quest for equal
opportunity in the nation's eco-
nomic and political spheres of life,
but there are still problems to be
overcome.

For example, the U.S. Census Bu-
reau reported that in 2005, women
over the age of 16 comprise 59 per-
cent of the workforce, yet, on aver-
age, they earned only 77 cents for
every $1 their male counterparts
earned.  Part of the reason for this
might be that women remain clus-
tered in lower-paying occupations,
according to the most recent data
available from the U.S. Census Bu-

reau.

Another challenge facing working
women is how to balance the de-
mands of home and family with
that of the workplace.  Many
women with children and jobs face
the conundrum of neglecting one or
the other.  Some high-achieving
women find themselves forgoing
families.  Sylvia Ann Hewlett,
economist and author of several
books about professional women,
found that 42 percent of corporate
women are childless by age 40, but
only 14 percent planned to be.

Despite the challenges they still
face, American women can be
proud of their accomplishments,
and National Women’s History
Month, established by Congress in
1987, is a good time to reflect
upon women’s progress.

(The Washington File is a product of
the Bureau of International Informa-
tion Programs, U.S. Department of
State.  Web site: http://
usinfo.state.gov)

(Continued from page 17)

UNDERSTANDING THE BREADTH
OF THE PROBLEM

Speakers at the Washington VGT
conference emphasized the power-
ful reach of the Internet.  According
to Ethel Quayle, director for the
COPINE (Combating Paedophile In-
formation Networks in Europe) Pro-
ject at the University College Cork,
Ireland, the Internet serves to
“normalize” behavior that previously
was not considered normal, such as
pedophilia.

Quayle urged parents to make

greater efforts to understanding the
Internet and their children’s online
activities.  Adults, she explained,
“visit” the Internet; children “live in
it.”

According to Gamble, groups like
the VGT are “recognizing the global
dimension of the Internet and deliv-
ering a worldwide virtual police
presence.”

“For the child,” Gamble said, “that
means they have somewhere to go
without being bullied by sex offend-
ers.  For parents, that means they
have increased peace of mind.  For
the sex offender, it means be

aware, because the child you may
be looking to ‘groom’ tonight could
well be a few clicks away from put-
ting your activities into our hands.”

More information ( http://
www.virtualglobaltaskforce.com/ ) on
the Virtual Global Task Force is avail-
able on its Web site.

(The Washington File is a product of
the Bureau of International Informa-
tion Programs, U.S. Department of
State.  Web site: http://
usinfo.state.gov)

(Continued from page 12)

Global Task Force Combats Internet Child-Sex Predators . . .
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Washington – Harvard University’s
selection of a woman as its new
president is part of a trend in U.S.
higher education to open its leader-
ship posts to women.

More women than ever attend uni-
versities, and slating women for
leadership positions in higher edu-
cation is a natural outgrowth of
this pattern, says Catherine Hill,
director of research at the Ameri-
can Association of University
Women (AAUW).

According to published reports,
more females than males apply to
U.S. universities, and 56 percent
of undergraduates are female.
Women’s progress has not been
achieved at the expense of men
because more men are attending
two- and four-year academic insti-
tutions than ever before, said Hill.

The U.S. Census Bureau predicts
that by 2010, some 7.76 million
males and 10.72 million females
will be enrolled in post-secondary
institutions, representing increasing
numbers for both men and women.
Enrollment figures for 2006 were
7.458 million males and 10.19 mil-
lion females.

“Diversity in higher education is
important because it provides new
ways of looking at age-old problems
and welcomes different approaches
to scholarship,” according to Hill.
Also, opening the doors to women
as students and leaders is important
because it is widely recognized in
American culture that higher educa-
tion holds the keys to economic and
political success, Hill said.

“Academia in America is the gate-
keeper for many opportunities in

this country,” Hill said. “Who gets
to decide when the gate opens and
what kind of intellectual work gets
done will determine how and which
young people can move ahead and
become decisionmakers.”

Hill said such high-level appoint-
ments in academia mean women
are positioned better to pursue ca-
reers and obtain well-paying jobs,
especially in fields traditionally
dominated by men.

Harvard University announced on
February 11 the appointment of
Drew Gilpin Faust, a history profes-
sor and founding dean of the Rad-
cliffe Institute for Advanced Study,
as its next president. A study re-
leased February 12 by the American
Council on Education (ACE) shows
the rate of diversification in the uni-
versity president’s office has been

slowly but steadily increasing. Hill
said the appointment of Faust to
lead Harvard is “symbolically impor-
tant.”

“In academe, there’s no greater
symbol than president of Harvard,”
Nancy Hopkins, a biology professor
at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT), said in published
reports. “It sends a very powerful
message.” MIT is led by Susan
Hockfield, its first woman presi-
dent.

Faust is a strong leader who is in-
terested in women’s studies, ac-
cording to Hill, and her “pivotal po-
sition at such a well-known institu-
tion will become a podium to shape
public debate.”

Founded in 1636, Harvard is the
oldest institution of higher educa-
tion in the United States and a
worldwide leader in education and
research. Seven U.S. presidents
were graduates of Harvard, and 43
current and former Harvard faculty
members are Nobel laureates. Rad-
cliffe College, an all-female school
closely affiliated with Harvard Uni-
versity, officially merged with Har-
vard in 1999.

“This is a great day, and a historic
day, for Harvard,” said James R.
Houghton, the senior member of
the Harvard Corporation and chair
of the presidential search commit-
tee that for the first time in Har-
vard’s history welcomed student
input. Faust “combines a powerful,
broad-ranging intellect with a dem-
onstrated capacity for strong lead-
ership and a talent for stimulating
people to do their best work, both
individually and together,” Hough-
ton said.

Three other "Ivy League" institu-
(Continued on page 21)

Drew Gilpin Faust speaks to reporters
after being introduced as the 28th presi-
dent of Harvard University in Cambridge,
Massachusetts February 11, 2007.
(Adam Hunger/Reuters)
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American women -- 152 million or
51 percent of the U.S. population -
- increasingly are making their in-
fluence felt in all spheres of Ameri-
can life. And the month of March –
National Women’s History Month –
is a fitting time to measure the pro-
gress women are making in Ameri-
can society.

Recognizing that education is their
ticket to economic success,
women now graduate high school
at rates higher than those of men --
87 percent for women; 85 percent
for men.  In the age range of 25 to
29 years, 32 percent of women
compared to 25 percent of men
obtained bachelor's degrees or
higher in 2005.  On the other hand,
a higher proportion of males in the
general population had a bachelor's
degree or higher (28.9 percent com-
pared with 26.5 percent of
women).

About 59 percent of women 16 or
older participated in the labor force
in 2005.  Of these, 37 percent
worked in management, profes-
sional and related occupations. The
median annual earnings of women
16 or older who worked year-round,
full time, in 2005 was $32,168,
according to figures provided by the
U.S. Census Bureau.

Some 21.1 million women work in
educational services, health care
and social assistance industries.
About 37 percent of women work
in management, professional and
related occupations.

Nonetheless, on average, women
continue to earn only 77 cents for
every $1 earned by men. Even so,
in 17 percent of married couples,
the wife earned at least $5,000
more than the husband in 2005.
Among 22 percent of married cou-
ples, the wife has more education
than the husband.

In 2005, some 63 million American
women were married; and 55 mil-
lion were widowed, divorced or
never married.  More than 82 mil-
lion American women are mothers –
only 5.6 million are “stay-at-home”
mothers.

The number of women-
owned businesses – 6.5
million – has increased by
20 percent between 1997
and 2002 and their reve-
nues jumped 15 percent in
the same time frame.
There were 7,231 women-
owned firms with 100 or
more employees, generat-
ing $274 billion in gross
receipts in 2002.  Nearly
one in three women-owned firms
operated in health care and social
assistance, and other services such
as personal services, and repair and
maintenance.

Although their numbers are still
relatively small, more women are
serving in the U.S. military.  In
2005, some 203,000 women were
on active duty, representing 15 per-
cent of the armed forces.  Nearly
35,000 women serve as officers.

More U.S. women citizens than
men (65 percent to 62 percent) re-
ported voting in the 2004 presiden-
tial elections.

Women are reversing the “gender
gap” for computer use that was
exhibited in the 1980s and 1990s.
In 2003, more women (by 2 per-
centage points) than men used a
computer at home.

In the last 30 years, girls have more
than doubled their numbers in high
school athletic programs.  In the
2004-2005 school year, there were
2.9 million girls participating in
school athletic programs compared
to only 1.3 million girls in the 1973-
1974 school year.

In 2006, according to Census Bu-
reau statistics, more women than
men (57 percent to 37 percent)

could be
found work-
ing in their
gardens,
doing char-
ity work (32
percent ver-
sus 26 per-
cent) and
reading lit-
erature (55
percent ver-
sus 38 per-
cent).

For more information, see the IIP Web
site National Women’s History Month
( http://usinfo.state.gov/scv/
history_geography_and_population/
population_and_diversity/
women_in_the_us/
womens_history_month.html" ti-
tle="http://usinfo.state.gov/scv/
history_geography_and_population/
population_and_diversity/
women_in_the_us/
womens_history_month.html )

(Distributed by the Bureau of Inter-
national Information Programs, U.S.
Department of State. Web site:
http://usinfo.state.gov)

Cathy L. Lanier is poised to make history
as Washington's first permanent female
police chief. (AP Images)

Sennheiser employee Antoinette
Lucero inspects circuit boards at her
work station in Albuquerque, New
Mexico. (AP Images)
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Scholar Proposes International Law as Norm To As-
sess Elections . . .

to justify their decisions based on
evidence collected over the course
of assessment exercises.

Carroll described Boda's work as a
vitally important effort to improve
election-assessment methodology,
but said that improvements will be
difficult to achieve. Boda is "taking
us in the right direction.  These hard
questions must be asked," Carroll
said.

Merloe said each election has its
own context, and that an election
held in a post-conflict society is very
different from one held in a peace-
ful, well-established civic culture.

"My advice is in favor of interna-
tional law," Merloe said, agreeing
with Boda.  "There ought to be an
international law basis for any inter-
vention," and it should include inter-
related concepts of human rights
law as well, he said.

For an additional view of the concept of
free and fair elections, see Democracy
Dialogues ( http://usinfo.state.gov/dd/
eng_democracy_dialogues/elections/
elections_essay.html ).

Additional information ( http://
www.ned.org/ ) about the National En-
dowment for Democracy is available on
the organization’s Web site.

(The Washington File is a product of
the Bureau of International Informa-
tion Programs, U.S. Department of
State.  Web site: http://
usinfo.state.gov)

(Continued from page 11)
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tions -- Brown University, Prince-
ton University and the University
of Pennsylvania -- now have
women presidents. The eight pri-
vate colleges and universities in
the Ivy League are considered
among the most prestigious of all
higher education institutions in the
United States.

According to the 2006 ACE study,
23 percent of college presidents
were women. “While that percent-
age has increased from 9.5 per-
cent in 1986, it is clear that
women are still underrepresented
in this realm of academia,” AAUW
said in a press release.

Yet because more than half of all
U.S. university presidents in 2006
were older than 60, compared
with 14 percent in 1986, the fu-
ture for women’s leadership in
academia is considered promising.
“A potential wave of retirements
means there is an opportunity to
create greater diversity in the
[university] presidency,” said Jac-
queline E. King, director of the
ACE’s Center for Policy Analysis.

The full text ( http://
www.news.harvard.edu/
gazette/2007/02.15/99-
president.html ) of a press release an-
nouncing Faust’s appointment is avail-
able on the Harvard University Web
site. The full text ( http://
www.acenet.edu/AM/Template.cfm?
Secion=Press_Releases2&CONTENTID

=20419&TEMPLATE=/CM/
ContentDisplay.cfm ) of the 2006 uni-
versity presidential study is available
on the ACE Web site.

For additional information about educa-
tion in the United States, see Study in
the U.S ( http://usinfo.state.gov/scv/
life_and_culture/education/
study_in_the_us.html ).

(The Washington File is a product
of the Bureau of International In-
formation Programs, U.S. Depart-
ment of State.  Web site: http://
usinfo.state.gov)
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