Stations, we have Gracia Szczech, last name S Z C Z E C H.  Ms. Szczech is the FEMA Federal Coordinating Officer for the Tennessee flooding disaster.  Ms. Szczech has one track for us today reminding us to be aware of fraudulent contractors when rebuilding.  The track runs 42 seconds; the outcue is, “… when the work is completed.”

SZCZECH:

Scam artists are often ready to seize an opportunity to capitalize on the misfortune of others.  In the wake of disasters, dishonest contractors often flock to an area to rip off those seeking to rebuild.

Things you can do to protect yourself: 

· Use a reliable, licensed contractors 

· Get a Written Estimate 

· Check References 

· Make sure the contractor carries general liability insurance and workers' compensation. 

· Ask for a Written Contract 

· Ask for Written Guarantees 

· Pay by Check 

· Canceling of a contract should be done within three business days of signing, so be sure to follow the agreements stated in the cancellation clauses. 

· Have the Work Inspected 

· Make final payments when the work is completed. 

