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Report Highlights:
Most parts of peninsular India with the exception of Kerala received normal or above normal rainfall during the week ending on July 30, bringing to an end the long dry spell in the region.  The Agriculture Ministry’s weekly progressive planting report for the week ending on July 25 shows that with the exception of rice and soybeans, planting is lagging behind last year’s pace for most crops.
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Trade Report
New Delhi [IN1]
[IN]
Rainfall during the week ending on July 30 showed a significant improvement with 20 of the 36 weather subdivisions receiving normal or above normal rains compared with 13 a week ago.  However, total weighted precipitation during the week was six percent below the long-tern average.  Most parts of peninsular India with the exception of Kerala, received normal or above normal rainfall during the week, bringing to an end the long dry spell in this region (Figure 1).  Gujarat, West Madhya Pradesh, and Chhattisgarh, which were experiencing dry conditions during the past three to four weeks, also received excellent rains.  However, additional rains are required to achieve normal crop production.  East Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal, and north eastern states received significantly below normal rains after heavy rains in the past several weeks.  Weather subdivisions which received significantly below normal rains during the week include Kerala, Punjab, Haryana, Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarkhand, West Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal, East Madhya Pradesh, and north eastern states.  

All India cumulative rainfall during the first two months of the monsoon season (June-September), although 2 percent below the long-term average at 436.7 mm, was normal or above normal in 26 of the 36 weather subdivisions, compared with 21 a week ago.  Ten subdivisions, which include most parts of Maharashtra, Gujarat, Telangana region of Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Assam, and parts of Karnataka, recorded deficient rains (Figure 2). 

The Agriculture Ministry’s weekly progressive planting report for the week ending on July 25 (http://agricoop.nic.in/ncfcweather/ncfcasJuly-25-2008.pdf) shows that with the exception of rice and soybeans, planting is lagging behind last year’s pace for most crops.  With improved rainfall last week, the planting operation is expected to gain momentum, although the window of opportunity for planting of most crops will be over in the next two weeks.  Continued well distributed rains during the second half of the monsoon season is a pre-condition to achieve normal harvests of most crops.  

Figure 1. India Spatial and Temporal Distribution of Monsoon Rains – 2008
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Source: Indian Meteorological Department

Figure 2. Cumulative Rainfall, June 1 to July 30, 2008
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NOTES:
() Rainfall figures are based on operational data.
(b) Small figures indicate actual rainfall (mm), while bold figures indicate normal rainfall (mm).

Percentage departures of rainfall are shown in brackets.
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