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Our Center was established following a project carried out with FEMA in 2001.  This project was a “train-the-trainer” educational project, where 30 faculty members from the Istanbul Technical University were certified to train in Turkey.   Currently, we have completed certificate programs for over 1000 local governments officials, central government officials and NGO representatives.  In 2002 we initiated a Masters degree program, a professional degree program held in the evenings and weekends.  13 have graduated from the program, and were placed in high level management positions.  This is the only Emergency Management degree program in Turkey.

There are a number of issues I would like to discuss with my colleagues during the Higher Ed Conference.

· Accreditation of our Graduate program

· Partnership Agreements with Universities enabling student and faculty exchange

· Setting standards for partnerships

· Cooperation for Distance learning and accreditation of distance programs

· Establishing an International Association for Emergency Managers (IAEM) Chapter in Turkey – and facilitating its exam abroad.  

· Establishing an IAEM Student Group in Turkey

