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Welcome to Horicon National Wildlife Refuge

Horicon National Wildlife Refuge was established in 1941
for the conservation of migratory birds, especially red-
head ducks. There are more redheads nesting here than
anywhere else east of the Mississppi River.

Although famous as a fall stopover for hundreds of thou-
sands of interior Canada geese, the vitality of the marsh
is much better represented by the diversity of birds that
use the refuge as indicated in this bird list. In fact, an
equal number of species use the marsh in spring as in fall.
Look for waterfowl and perching birds in their colorful
breeding plumage in spring. They are easy to find before
cattails and other vegetation emerge. Plus, most birds are
actively establishing and defending their nesting territo-
ries and attracting mates, so they can be plainly visible
us. Remember to use binoculars and spotting scopes to
get a closer look at nesting and migrating birds and other
wildlife as the refuge is their home and sanctuary.

This bird list contains 227 species which have been re-
corded on the refuge. Another 43 birds, listed under “Ac-
cidental” birds, have been reported but are not normally
expected to be present.

The English, or common names of birds are in accordance
with the American Ornithologists Union’s “Checklist of
North American Birds” revised in 1989.

Season

Sp... Spring, March-May

S..... Summer, June-July

F..... Fall, August-November
W.... Winter, December-February

Status

Q... Abundant — Common species that is
Very numerous

Conene Common — Certain to be seen or heard in suitable
habitat, not in large numbers

U..... Uncommon — Present but not certain to be seen

) Rare — Seen at irregular intervals of 2-5 years

* Denotes species nesting on the refuge

~

Grebes

___ Pied-billed Grebe*.......ccoceeerevenrerenneeens
__Red-necked Grebe........cocovvereeerenerererennnnns
__ Horned Grebe.....ccccevvvevreeeeeeeeineninnene

Pelicans
_ American White Pelican™ ..........ccceevunnee

Cormorants
____Double-crested Cormorant*.....................

Herons and Bitterns

__American Bittern® ........occceeevnreninineens
_ Least Bittern™ .....ccooevevevnnevenneriniieens
___ Great Blue Heron™.........ccccvrevennevennencns
_ Great Egret™ ...
_ Snowy Egret ..
_ Cattle Egret... e
_ Green Heron™ .......cccovvvnneecncncnencnenenene
___ Black-crowned Night-Heron* ..................
___ Yellow-crowned Night-Heron...................

Vultures
_ Turkey Vulture.......cooeeeeeeeevcevurenencccnenne

Swans, Geese and Ducks

____Greater White-fronted Goose........cceunne.
 SNOW GOOSE .vevenereeeireeiseerereieeeesesseseees
_ Canada GOOSE™ .......ccevererererrerereenenererananens
_ Trumpeter SWan..........ccceceeeeererrurenercccnenne
_ Tundra SWan .......ceeerenneeeneseneeesenenens
_ Wood Duck™ ........ccoorevireinireenieeineeens

__ American Wigeon™........cocoeeeeveverererinnnnns
_American Black Duck .......cccccovururueenenccncne
_ Mallard™ ...
____ Blue-winged Teal™........ccoceevrevenrererrennns
____Northern Shoveler®.........ccoovevvrevnnenens
___Northern Pintail™.......cccooevvrevnnennienne
__ Green-winged Teal™ ........ccoceceeeveverererennnnns
_ Canvashack .....cccceveeverenineninieeeeeeeeenieaeen
_ Redhead™......ccccouoeeerccereeecenne
___Ring-necked DucK.....cccecvevinrevenrreninrrennns
_ Greater SCAUP ....ccceevverererreenieeeneeeeeeeeens
_ LesSer Scaup.....cccceeennineniniereeeeeeeneenenen
__ Bufflehead .....ccoceeveevnninnirceeceeereienne
_ Common Goldeneye .......cceceeeveueeverererennnens
__ Hooded Merganser® ..........cccooeureenerencnenne
_ Common Merganser ..........cccoeceveeeeeererenens
___Red-breasted Merganser .........coceceeeeueuenene
__ Ruddy Duck™ ..o
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Lesser Scaup, Jim Mattsson, USFWS
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Hawks and Eagles

 OSPTEY eeetrerrerereeieeesesiststseseeseaeieeeeeeens r r r

_ BaldEagle e u e cou

_ Northern Harrier®.......cccoeeeeevenenencnnnene c e c ¢

___ Sharp-shinned Hawk™ ........cccccovvevinevennnn. u'r u r

__Cooper’s Hawk™ .......cccovvvrrrereeerserenenenens ur ur

___Red-shouldered HawkK.........ccceceeerererenunene u u

__ Broad-winged HawkK .....cccovveveueeveenercnenene u u

_ Red-tailed Hawk™........coeeeveervurenenenccennnne ce c ¢

_ Rough-legged Hawk .....ccocouvuvueueeeeneccnencne c c c

Falcons

_ American Kestrel™ ......cocoeveeeevevenerenenene ce c ¢

__ Peregrine Falcon.......cccoceveereeececeencncnenene r r r

Upland Game Birds

_ Gray Partridge™.......ccovvevvvvennereneneenennes uu uu

___Ring-necked Pheasant™..........ccccccevueueuene. c e c ¢

— Wild Turkey™.....ccceveveverenererireereeeeeeeenenens a ¢ a ¢

__ Ruffed Grouse......ccceeveveververeereeeeeeceneene uu uu

Rails and Coots

_ Yellow Rail™*.....cccoviereiireirecceeeenes uu r

_ King Rail* ..ot uu r

__Virginia Rail™ ......c.covvnnnnnereeenereneene cle c

0T ettt cle c

_ Common Moorhen™.........ccccoeeururnencvcennnne cle c

_ American Coot™......ccovevvrneeeeencreneene a a a

Sp S FW

Cranes Shorebirds

__ Sandhill Crane® ........ccocevruverueverirnerieenens c e c e __ Black-necked Stilt™ .......cccoevveeivniiicccns rrr

— Whooping Crane..........eeeeeeeereererererereennnne uu u ___ Black-bellied Plover.........cccoeveeenrevenuenenns uur

, ____American Golden-Plover ...........cccceevurunnnnee rror
___Semipalmated Plover..........cccccceeeverererinnene u'u u
_ Killdeer™ ... c.e c
_ Greater Yellowlegs ......cccoeceeeuereurerencccncnne c e u
_ Lesser Yellowlegs .....cccovvrrreeeeneneecnenenens c cu
___Solitary Sandpiper ......c...cceeeeereerrererreenens u u u
____Spotted Sandpiper®..........coeeeerererererienennn rror
___Semipalmated Sandpiper ...........ccceeeereeunnee c cu
_ Least Sandpiper ......ccccoverervereeenereeerennnens c . cu
_ White-rumped Sandpiper..........ccceeeerueuneee rror
_ Baird’s Sandpiper.......ccceceeereeeereneeenenenens ror
___Pectoral Sandpiper.......ccccceveevenrerennnenens u e u
_ Dunlin e c cu
_ Stilt Sandpiper........coceeeeeeieeeieeeenenenenienenes rur
___ Buff-breasted Sandpiper..........cccceeeeereennene rror
__ Short-billed Dowitcher .........cccceueereecncen. rur
___ Long-billed Dowitcher.........cccceerrrererrruenns uur
__ American AVOCet.......ccoererenirerinieeinieeens r r uq
) —_ Ruddy Turnstone.........ceceeeeeeceererreresereennns r rr

American White Pelican, Jim Mattsson, USFWS



___ Wilson’s Snipe*............
___American Woodcock*..
___ Wilson’s Phalarope*....
___Red-necked Phalarope

Gulls and Terns

Bonaparte’s Gull..........
___Ring-billed Gull............
___Herring Gull.................
___ Forster’s Tern*............
__ Black Tern*..................

Doves
Rock Dove*..................
Mourning Dove*..........

Cuckoos and Roadrunners
Black-billed Cuckoo* ..
Yellow-billed Cuckoo*.

Owls

___Eastern Screech-Owl*
Great Horned Owl*.....

_ Snowy Owl...ceeeeecnenene

____Barred Owl...................

___Long-eared Owl...........

___Short-eared Owl...........

Nighthawks and Nightjars
__ Common Nighthawk*.
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Sandhill Crane, Jim Mattsson, USFWS

Swifts
_ Chimney SWift™ ......ccoeveeeveerirreececeennne

Hummingbirds
____Ruby-throated Hummingbird*.................

Kingfishers
__ Belted Kingfisher™........cccccoeervenevcrcnunnne

Woodpeckers

___Red-headed Woodpecker...........ccccceeurunenene
___ Red-bellied Woodpecker...........cccceeerenenne
_ Yellow-bellied Sapsucker.........ccccoeereceencne
_ Downy Woodpecker™ ........ocoeeeveeeceneene
_ Hairy Woodpecker™ ........ccoeeeereercccnenene
___Northern Flicker*........ccccovvevmrvennrvenennne
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Flycatchers Kinglets, Bluebirds, and Thrushes
__ Olive-sided Flycatcher........cccooovueuvurincuninns r r __Golden-crowned Kinglet..........cccceueeeucnceee
_ Eastern Wood-Pewee*.........cccocoeveueerununne c.ec c __ Ruby-crowned Kinglet.........ccocceveevvenunnnene
_ Yellow-bellied Flycatcher...........cceuueuceen. r r ___ Blue-gray Gnateatcher® ...........cccceveveeneene
__Alder Flycatcher .........coceeeeecveerurerencncecncnne uuu ___ Eastern Bluebird*.......ccccooeveerrnencnencenne
_ Willow Flycatcher® .......cccoeevrnncncncenne c.c c VBB e
_ Least Flycatcher™........ccoeeeeenevenecennnnene ce c ___Gray-cheeked Thrush .......cccccceceveverererennnne
_ Eastern Phoebe™ ... cle c _ Swainson’s Thrush ......cceccceeeeerrencncecenne
_ Great Crested Flycatcher™..................... c.ec c _ Hermit Thrush ...c.cccvevvnneececnecereneene
___ Eastern Kingbird™......ccccooeverrrnnencvcenne ce c ~ Wood Thrush™.....cccccevevnenenennrnencnceenne

__American Robin™.......ccoovevvrevnnennieens
Shrikes
_ Northern Shrike......ccoocvevcvvcirinincininns r u Mimics

_ Gray Cathird™.....ccccoeeeeeeeeeneerrerenencccnenne
Vireos _ Brown Thrasher®......cccoeeevevenevenencnennnens
___ Blue-headed Vireo.......cccoceeeeveueururerencnecnnne u u
_ Yellow-throated Vireo* ........cccceeeererevcnnne uuu Starlings
_ Warbling Vireo™.......cccecevrreeerenenererennnens c e c ___ European Starling™.........ccoceceeeceveverernennnnns
__ Philadelphia Vireo .......ccoeeceeeurureneneccnnne u'r u
_ Red-eyed Vireo™.......cceevveveevrurenencnicenne cle c Waxwings

_ Cedar Waxwing™.......c.coecereererereeneneeesenenens
Jays, Magpies and Crows
_ Blue Jay™ .. ce c.c Warblers
_American Crow™.........ccoeeeeeeveerrurenencrercenne ce c.¢ ___ Blue-winged Warbler ........ccccoevureenenccnnne

___Golden-winged Warbler............ccccceeeerueunne
Larks __ Tennessee Warbler........cccovuvcuviviiurincncnines
_ Horned Lark™.......cccovvvnneeenincnircnennnene cu c ¢ ___ Orange-crowned Warbler..........ccceevueuneee

___Nashville Warbler........cococeeeerevenirerennennns
Swallows _ Northern Parula........coceceeveveeeurrnencncncnnne
_ Purple Martin® ......c.cocoveeeveveererenenencecenne cle c _ Yellow Warbler™.........cococeeeeveeerurenenencecenne
_ Tree Swallow™ ..o a'a a __ Chestnut-sided Warbler ..........ccccvuviucunnee
__ Northern Rough-winged Swallow*.......... u'u u _ Magnolia Warbler.........ccoccceeveeururunencncecnnne
_ Bank Swallow™....c.ccooreveneveenrneneneecenne u u u _ Cape May Warbler .......c.coeoeveeerereneecrenenens
_ CLff SWallow™ .....ccvurererereecererrererereeenenes uuu _ Yellow-rumped Warbler.......c.cccceeerereucneene
_ Barn Swallow™ ......cccovevenevcneerreneneecenne cle c ___ Black-throated Green Warbler-.................

___ Blackburnian Warbler ........ccccceveenenecneene
Chickadees and Titmice ___ Yellow-throated Warbler .........ccccceeeeucuncee
____Black-capped Chickadee™ .........ccocceuvueuencne c ¢ c ¢ _ Pine Warbler .....ccccevvennnnceceeecerennene

_ Palm Warbler ......c.ccccvvvnnneecececcnenenene
Nuthatches ___ Bay-breasted Warbler ........ccccoeeveureeeeencne.
___ Red-breasted Nuthatch.......cccoeeeeevecncene r rr ___ Blackpoll Warbler........cccoceceeveererenenencecnenne
__ White-breasted Nuthatch* ...................... uuuu ___Black-and-white Warbler .........cccceeevecueen.

__American Redstart™.......ccocoevevevevenenerennnnne
Creepers _OVenDhIrd* ...
_ Brown Creeper .......eereeneccneecnennnnns u uu _ Northern Waterthrush .........cccccoeeevveenennneee

___ Louisiana Waterthrush........cccccoeeeenunencne
Wrens __ Connecticut Warbler .......c.cccoeeurureenenencnne
_ House Wren™.......coovevencvcennereneneccnenne c.c c _ Mourning Warbler.........cccceeveeururerenencecnenne
_ Winter Wren........cvcccciccncines ur u _ Common Yellowthroat™ ..........ccecvviiunines
_ Sedge Wren™ ... cle c _ Wilson’s Warbler .........cccoceeeeeeerurenencncncnenne
_ Marsh Wren™ ......covvvnnneeecncneecnennnens a a c r _ Canada Warbler........cccoceereueececcneecrennnens
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Tanagers
__ Scarlet Tanager*

Sparrows, Buntings a

nd Grosheaks

___Rufous-sided Towhee™..........ccccovevererurennnnne
__American Tree Sparrow ..........ccceeeeeereeneene
_ Chipping Sparrow™ ........ccceceeveereverererennnens

Clay-colored Sparrow ............ceceeeeeeeevenene

___ Field Sparrow* ..
___Vesper Sparrow™

___Savannah Sparrow® ...........eececeeerenenienenen
___ Grasshopper Sparrow™...........cccceeeveeereennens
__ Henslow’s Sparrow™ ........cceeceeveveneeerennnene

__ Fox Sparrow.......
___Song Sparrow™ ..

__Lincoln’s Sparrow ..........ceceeeeereeeresereenenns
_ SWamp SParToOW™ ....cceeeeeeeeeerereeserereseseenenes
___ White-throated Sparrow ............ccceceeveeunee

Harris’ Sparrow.

__ White-crowned Sparrow ...........cceeeeceeueee

___ Dark-eyed Junco

___ Lapland Longspur.......cececceeeveveeeeerenneenens

___ Snow Bunting.....
___Northern Cardin

Al e

__ Rose-breasted Grosbeak™..........ccccevueunee

___ Indigo Bunting*.
___Dickcissel*..........

Blackhirds and Orioles

___Bobolink*............

_ Red-winged Blackbird*...........cccesueurununeee
_ Eastern Meadowlark™ ..........cccceeveveveeennne
_ Western Meadowlark®..........cccccoeeeveeerununene

Yellow-headed Blackbird®...........cccccucue.e.

___ Rusty Blackbird.

__ Brewer’s Blackbird ........cocoeveeeenenererunnnne
_ Common Grackle™........cocoeeeeererereeerennnens
__ Brown-headed Cowbird*..........cccceuvueueueeee
__ Baltimore Oriole™.......cccocereeeereverecenennene

Finches
___ Purple Finch.......
___House Finch*.....

_ Common Redpoll........cccceeeeeeerruruneneicnnns
_American Goldfineh™.........ccoceeevevenevenennene
____Evening Grosbeak.......ccocccerevenreninnennns

0ld World Sparrows
___House Sparrow™

Sp' S
u u
u u
c u
u u
T

u u
u u
c C
u u
u u
C

a C
u

a a
C

T

u

C

u

u

c C
c C
cC  C
u u
c C
a a
u u
r r
c C
C

a u
c C
cC  C
u u
u ' u
c C
c C

concogoccocgocRowmogooRROSDSHRCOSDOCS

coo0oMooRoS oo

o

oS S0

—

SIS

RoRgSgC

Accidentals
Common Loon
Western Grebe
Little Blue Heron
Glosssy Ibis
White-faced Ibis
Mute Swan

Ross’ Goose

Brant

Cinnamon Teal
Black Scoter
White-winged Scoter
Long Tailed
Golden Eagle
Northern Goshawk
Merlin

Northern Bobwhite
Willet

Red Knot

Upland Sandpiper
Marbled Godwit
Hudsonian Godwit
Sanderling

Ruddy Duck, Jim Mattsson, USFWS

Ruff

Caspian Tern
Common Tern

Great Grey Owl
Saw-whet Owl
Whip-poor-will
Tufted Titmouse
Carolina Wren
Mockingbird
Loggerhead Shrike
Bell’s Vireo
Prothonotary Warbler
Cerulean Warbler
Black-throated Blue
Warbler
Worm-eating Warbler
Yellow-breasted Chat
Lark Sparrow

Pine Siskin

Pine Grosbeak

Barn Owl






