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CONGRESSMAN DAN BURTON COMMENTS ON TODAY'S IRAN/ SYRIA MEETING

(Washington, D.C.) - Congressman Dan Burton [R-IN-05], a Senior Member of the House International Relations Committee comments on today's meeting between the foreign ministers of Iran and Syria:

"According the Department of State Iran and Syria are both known state-sponsors of terror.  They have attempted to spread their ideology of hatred and terrorism to their own people, their neighbors, and throughout the globe.

"Before the Foreign Ministers of Iran and Syria presume to dictate policy to the United States, they should immediately renounce terrorism and violence - especially against the State of Israel - and start respecting the fundamental human rights of their own citizens.

"Iran also needs to realize that the world is united in opposition to a nuclear-armed Iran.  Iran should stop playing the game of brinkmanship, re-open its nuclear program to international inspections, stop all enrichment of uranium and renounce all nuclear weapons programs.  Only by agreeing to do so will Iran display a commitment to 'good faith' negotiations with the United Nations and reduce the calls to sanction Iran for its well-documented violations.

"I implore Syria to honor the United Nations Security Council Resolution 1680, which passed the Security Council unanimously yesterday, and finalize a full and complete withdraw from Lebanon, fully recognize and respect Lebanon's borders and sovereignty, and initialize full diplomatic relations with the independent Lebanese government
"I ask the terrorist regimes of Iran and Syria to look at the newly-formed, multi-ethnic Government of Iraq as a model of democracy, human rights, and economic and religious freedom."

