Protect the Oath of Renunciation and Allegiance

Cosponsor HR 2513

Rep. Jim Ryun (KS)

HR 2513 would amend the Oath of Renunciation and Allegiance and would place it into the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA).  The Oath is currently in the Federal regulations and can be changed at any time by this administration—or future administrations.  Changes were proposed in 2003 that would have watered down the Oath, but after a public backlash, the proposal was withdrawn.  Subsequently, efforts were made to modernize the Oath while maintaining its historical significance.

Accordingly, the Oath language in HR 2513 has been developed through cooperation with officials from the Center for Immigration Services and the Heritage Foundation, including former Attorney General Edwin Meese, III.  

In addition to modernizing the Oath so that it is readable and understandable when immigrants make the important step to become Americans, the new Oath language ensures that individuals renounce any ties to a terrorist organization.  The new Oath language is shown below, and specifically includes a reference to a “foreign power” to include any individuals that might have terrorist ties unrelated to an established state or government.  

The Oath is just the beginning of an assimilation process that must occur over time as new immigrants become Americans.  The Oath is at the very heart of the assimilation process and should be part of any immigration reform passed this Congress.  I ask that you show your support for this legislation by becoming a cosponsor.  Please feel free to call Emily Newton in my office if you have any questions: 56601.  

New Oath language:

I entirely renounce all allegiance to any foreign state or power 
of which I have been a subject or citizen.
My fidelity and allegiance from this day forward are to the United States of America.
I will bear true faith and allegiance to the Constitution and laws of the United States, 
and will support and defend them against all enemies, foreign and domestic.
I will bear arms, or perform noncombatant military or civilian service, on behalf of the United
States when required by the law.
This I do solemnly swear, so help me God.
