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Table D2 
Special-Status Wildlife Species with Potential to Occur at the 

Victoria Island/Byron Tract Project Site  

Listing Status1 
Species 

USFWS DFG 

Habitat Potential for 
Occurrence2 

Reptiles 
Giant garter snake 
Thamnophis gigas 

T T Streams and sloughs Unlikely to occur; no 
known established 
populations in vicinity 

Western pond turtle 
Actinemys marmorata 

FSC CSC Ponds, marshes, rivers, 
streams, sloughs 

Likely to occur 

Birds 
White-tailed kite 
Elanus leucurus 

FSC FP Forage in grasslands and 
agricultural fields; nest in 
isolated trees or small 
woodland patches 

Likely to occur 

Northern harrier 
Circus cyanus 

-- CSC Grasslands, agricultural 
fields, and freshwater 
marsh 

Likely to occur 

Swainson’s hawk 
Buteo swainsoni 

FSC T Woodlands for nesting, 
grasslands for foraging 

Likely to occur  

Greater Sandhill Crane 
Grus canadensis tabida 

-- T, FP Agricultural fields and 
pastures 

Could occur 

Burrowing owl 
Athene cunicularia 

FSC CSC Grasslands and 
agricultural fields 

Known to occur 

Loggerhead shrike 
Lanus ludovicianus 

FSC CSC Woodland shrubs for 
nesting, grasslands and 
agricultural fields for 
foraging 

Likely to occur  

California Horned Lark 
Eremophila alpestris 
actia 

-- CSC Sparse or short 
grasslands or barren areas 

Likely to occur 

Tricolored blackbird 
Agelaius tricolor 

FSC CSC Freshwater marsh with 
dense cattails and tules, 
riparian scrub, and other 
dense shrubs and herbs 
for nesting, grasslands 
and agricultural fields for 
foraging 

Could occur 
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1  Listing status: 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Federal Listing Categories 
E      Endangered (legally protected) 
FSC  Federal Species of Concern (no formal protection) 
T      Threatened (legally protected) 
 
California Department of Fish and Game (DFG) State Listing Categories 
E      Endangered (legally protected) 
FP    Fully protected (legally protected, no take allowed) 
T      Threatened (legally protected) 
CSC California Species of Concern (no formal protection) 
 
2Potential occurrence definitions: 
 
Unlikely to occur:  Only a minor amount of suitable habitat is available in the project area, and established populations 
are sufficiently distant that it is unlikely that the species would occur in the project area. 
 
Could occur:  Suitable habitat is available in the project area; however, there are few or no other indicators that the 
species might be present. 
 
Likely to occur:  Habitat conditions, species behavior, known occurrences in the project vicinity, or other factors indicate 
a relatively high likelihood that the species would occur in the project area. 
 
Known to occur:  The species, or evidence of its presence, was observed in the project area during reconnaissance 
surveys, or was reported by others. 
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Table D3 
Special-Status Wildlife Species With Potential to Occur  

at the Desalination Alternative Project Sites 

Listing Status1 
Species 

USFWS DFG 

Habitat Potential for 
Occurrence2 

Reptiles 
Western pond turtle 
Actinemys marmorata 

FSC CSC Ponds, marshes, rivers, 
streams, sloughs 

Could occur 

Birds 
White-tailed kite 
Elanus leucurus 

FSC FP Forage in grasslands 
and agricultural fields; 
nest in isolated trees or 
small woodland 
patches 

Likely to occur 

Northern harrier 
Circus cyanus 

-- CSC Grasslands, agricultural 
fields, and freshwater 
marsh  

Likely to occur 

California black rail 
Laterallus jamaicensis 
coturniculus 

-- T, FP Saline, brackish, and 
freshwater emergent 
wetlands 

Could occur 

California clapper rail 
Rallus longirostris 
obsoletus 

E FP Saline emergent 
wetlands 

Could occur 

Burrowing owl 
Athene cunicularia 

FSC CSC Grasslands and 
agricultural fields 

Could occur 

Loggerhead shrike 
Lanus ludovicianus 

FSC CSC Forage in grasslands 
and agricultural fields; 
nest in woodland 
shrubs 

Likely to occur 

Saltmarsh common 
yellowthroat  
Geothlypis trichas 
sinuosa 

FSC CSC Fresh or brackish 
emergent wetlands and 
riparian scrub 

Could occur 

Suisun song sparrow 
Melospiza melodia 
maxillaris 

FSC CSC Endemic to Suisun 
Bay. Intermixed stands 
of bulrush, cattail, and 
other emergent 
vegetation 

Could occur 
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Table D3 
Special-Status Wildlife Species With Potential to Occur  

at the Desalination Alternative Project Sites 

Listing Status1 
Species 

USFWS DFG 

Habitat Potential for 
Occurrence2 

Salt marsh harvest 
mouse 
Reithrodontomys 
raviventris 

E E, FP Coastal salt marsh, 
with dense pickleweed 
stands in San Francisco 
Bay and its tributaries 

Could occur 

1 Listing status: 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Federal Listing Categories 
E      Endangered (legally protected) 
T      Threatened (legally protected) 
FSC  Federal Species of Concern (no formal protection) 
 
California Department of Fish and Game (DFG) State Listing Categories 
E      Endangered (legally protected) 
FP    Fully protected (legally protected, no take allowed) 
T      Threatened (legally protected) 
CSC California Species of Concern (no formal protection) 
 
2Potential occurrence definitions: 
 
Could occur:  Suitable habitat is available in the project area; however, there are few or no other indicators that the 
species might be present. 
 
Likely to occur:  Habitat conditions, species behavior, known occurrences in the project vicinity, or other factors indicate 
a relatively high likelihood that the species would occur in the project area. 
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