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Contact: Theresa Jung, 973-324-9974
LOCAL ARTIST PAINTS THOMAS EDISON ORNAMENT FOR WHITE HOUSE 
CHRISTMAS TREE

WEST ORANGE, NJ – An ornament designed by local artist Marcia Zweig of Maplewood, representing Edison National Historic Site, is prominently displayed on this year’s official White House Christmas Tree.  The tree is the centerpiece of elaborate decorations celebrating the theme of “Holiday in the National Parks.”

“It is an amazing honor for the National Park Service to be selected as the theme for the White House holiday decorations by the President and Mrs. Bush,” said National Park Service Director Mary A. Bomar. “Mrs. Bush is the best champion for our national parks, and the beautiful decorations in each state room showcase the natural and historical treasures found in parks throughout the country.”
The official White House Christmas Tree in the Blue Room is adorned with hundreds of handmade ornaments representing the country’s 391 National Park Service sites. “Each ornament on the magnificent 18-foot Fraser fir was designed by an artist selected by the park,” said Bomar. “The ornaments tell the stories of our parks, just as our parks tell the stories of our nation.”
Marcia Zweig is a portrait painter and a gardener. She is on the Botanic Garden Board of Smith College and has been a member of the Garden Club of the Oranges since 1994.  Her involvement with Edison began about four years ago when the Garden Club of the Oranges volunteered to restore the plants in Thomas Edison’s greenhouse at Glenmont in Llewellyn Park.  Dedicated volunteers like Mrs. Zweig, used invoices, inventories and photographs from the Edison archives to bring the greenhouse back to life.
 
Mrs. Zweig was among the artists invited to a reception at the White House hosted by First Lady Laura Bush on November 28. “I was thrilled to be given the opportunity to shine more light on Thomas Edison and the Edison National Historic Site,” said Zweig. 
For information on visiting Thomas Edison’s home, Glenmont, please call 973-324-9973.
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