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Temperatures averaged from seven to twelve

degrees below normais. Precipitation occurred inter-
mittently throughout the week with amounts varying from

.13 inch at Scottsbinff up to 2.35 inches at North Platte.

GENERAL

The main activities of Nebraska farmers and

ranchers this past week included livestock care and

fieldwork. Ficldwork, when possible, consisted mainly of

seedbed preparation and corn planting. Rains received
were welcome but slowed fieldwork in most areas of the

State. This cool, damp weather continued to hamper
pasture and alfalfa regrowth.

Corn planting made excellent, progress this past

week when surface conditions permitted. Rains hampered

the full week planting effort and left producers waiting for

warmer, drier topsoil conditions. Statewide, 30% of the

crop has been planted. This is behind last year at 52% and

the average at 46%. Reports also indicate that some

earlier planted fields have not yet germinated due to low
soil temperatures and cool surface conditions.

Topsoil moisture supplies irnproved again this past

week and are rated at 10% short, 74% adequate, and 16%

surplus. This compares with last year at 29% short, 70%

adequate, and 1% surplus. Subsoil moisture supplies also

improved to 52% short, 46% adequate, and 2% surplus.

This compares to 96% short and 4% adequate last year.

CROPS

Winter wheat condition was rated at 17% poor,
34% fair, 45% good, and 4% excellent. Weed control
measures continued in fields with thin stands while Some

producers have begun working under their damaged stands.

Alfalfa producers continue to report evidence of

winter kill in some fields. Some producers arc starting to

"break up" these damaged fields in preparation for

reseeding activities. The condition was rated at 1% very
poor, 4% poor, 37% fair, 55% good, and 3% excellent.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range condition was reported as_78%

of normal, in the poor to fair category. Cool, clpudy

conditions continue to hinder spring grass growth. Some
producers have moved cattle to summer pastures, but

supplemental feeding is required in many instances. Scours

continue to be a problem with spring calves. Continued

sunshine is needed for improved grass growth and 'herd
health.

FIELD WORK PROGRESS AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS DISTRICTS LAST LAST AVER-
WEEK

AS OF MAY 5, 1991 NW I NC I NE [ C [ EC [swIscI S_ STATE YEAR AGE

% wheat jointed 17 13 17 36 47 . 40 45 ' 96 40 23 71 _4

% corn planted 33 13 14 23 33 15 54 62 30 I0 52 46

DAYS SUITABLE AND SOIL MOISTURE CONDITION
AS OF MAY 3, 1991

Da_ suttabk: 6.2 3.9 2.9 2.1 3.7 4.0 2 8 4.3 3.7 4.8 6.1

TOlY_Oll motsture. Short 43 0 0 0 0 39 8 1O 10 21 29

(Percent) - Adequate 57 82 79 80 60 53 92 80 74 75 70

- Surplus O 18 21 20 40 8 0 10 16 4 1

Sulmoil moisture - Short 50 35 54 60 25 92 92 35 52 64 96

(Percent) - Adequate 50 65 46 33 70 8 8 65 46 36 4

- Suq_lus 0 0 0 7 5 0 0 0 2 0 0
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