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The Biological Services Program was established within the U.S. Fish
and Wildllfe Service to supply scientific information and methodologies on
key environmental issues that Impact fish and wildlife resources and their
supporting ecosystems. The mission of the program is as follows:

o To strengthen the Fish and Wildlife Service in its role as
a primary source of information on national fish and wild-
life resources, particularly in respect to environmental
impact assessment.

o To gather, analyze, and present information that will aid
decisionmnakers in the identification and resolution of
problems associated with major changes in land and water
use.

o To provide better ecological information and evaluation
for Department of the Interior development programs, such
as those relatfng to energy development.

Information developed by the Biological Services Program is intended
for use in the planning and decisionmaking process to prevent or minimize
the impact of development on fish and wildlife. Research activities and
technlcal assistance services are based on an analysis of the issues, a
determination of the decisionmakers involved and their informatlon needs,
and an evaluation of the state of the art to identify information gaps
and to determine priorities. This is a strategy that will ensure that
the products produced and disseminated are timely and useful.

Projects have been initiated in the following areas: coal extraction
and conversion; power plants; geothermal, mineral and oil shale develop-
ment; water resource analysis, including stream alterations and western
water allocation; coastal ecosystems and Outer Continental Shelf develop-
ment; and systems, inventory, including National Wetland Inventory,
habitat classification and analysis, and information transfer.

The Biological Services Program consists of the Office of Biological
Services in Washington, D.C., which is responsible for overall planning-and
management; Natlonal Teams, which provide the Program's central scientific
and technical expertise and arrange for contracting biological services
studies with states, universities, consulting firms, and others; Regional
Staffs, who provide a link to problems at theoperating level; and staffs at
certain Fish and Wildlife Service research facilities, who conduct in-house
research studies.
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PREFACE

The fish resources of the Great Lakes have changed markedly since the
settlement of the Great Lakes Basin began in the late 1700s-early 1800s.
Local declines in the abundance of some highly valued species that
supported early fisheries were reported in the 1800s. By the late
1950s-early 1960s, a number of important native species had disappeared
from the catch, most once-productive stocks were depleted, and the
fisheries that persisted were supported mainly by species of low value and
utility. These undesirable changes have been attributed to the
overharvest of desirable species, the invasion and introduction of
undesirable exotic species, lowered water quality, and the destruction of
portions of the physical habitat, including spawning grounds, vital to the
maintenance of the resource base.

Since the 1950s, intensive efforts have been mounted to reestablish
stable, self-sustaining fish communities, mainly by reducing sea lamprey
abundance, limiting the harvest of remnant native stocks, and stocking
desirable native or exotic species to replace or supplement depleted
populations. Many of the native species and some of the desirable,
introduced species have responded favorably and are now supporting
valuable, productive fisheries. These successes suggest that continued
judicious exercise of established management strategies will result in
further significant improvements in the fish resources and the fisheries.
An emerging perspective suggests, however, that enduring, major
improvements in the fish resources and the fisheries will require greater
emphasis on rehabilitation efforts directed more specifically at
safeguarding and improving the quality of the fish habitat in general, and
on ensuring fuller utilization of the specialized habitat required by
sensitive, embryonic- juvenile life stages of species that are to be
included in any future, self-sustaining resource base. We prepared this
atlas to provide a comprehensive information base against which past
changes in the condition and use of spawning and nursery habitat of Great
Lakes fishes could be viewed and evaluated and the needs of the future,
self-sustaining resource base could be projected.

The atlas is composed of the following 14 volumes:

I. Spawning and Nursery Areas VIII. Detroit River
of Great Lakes Fishes: A
Summary by Geographic Area IX. Lake Erie

II. Lake Superior X. Niagara River

III. St. Marys River XI. Lake Ontario

IV. Lake Michigan XII. St. Lawrence River

V. Lake Huron

VI. St. Clair River

VII. Lake St. Clair

XIII. Reproductive Characteristics
of Great Lakes Fishes

XIV. Literature Cited
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Volume I is designed to permit the reader to determine quickly
whether a particular geographic area of interest contains fish spawning or
nursery areas that are described in volumes II-XII. Volumes II-XII
consolidate existing information describing spawning and nursery areas
used by stocks of fish, including anadromous stocks, considered to be
residents of the.Great Lakes and their connecting waters. The information
presented for each spawning or nursery area identified in volumes II-XII
includes, when known, the area's precise location, history of use, season
of use, water temperatures during the season of use, major substrate type,
and water depth. Pre- and post-spawning migrations of mature fish and
movements of young fish are also described, insofar as this information
serves to better delineate spawning or nursery areas. Volume XIII
contains concise descriptions of the reproductive characteristics of
species included in volumes I-XII.

In the preparation of the atlas we found that considerable
information was available for most of the species that support (or
supported) major recreational or commercial fishes, or that are or were
major components of the forage base; conversely, relatively little
information was available for many other species not included in these
general categories. For most species, spawning areas were more completely
described than were nursery areas. The historical information in
particular provided more extensive descriptions of spawning areas than of
nursery areas, because much of this information was obtained from records
of fisheries that had been conducted for spawning fish. Thus, although the
information available to us for compilation was relatively extensive, it
was nonetheless incomplete for the reasons given above. Users of the
atlas are therefore cautioned not to view the lack of explicit reference
to a given area as conclusive evidence that the area is or was not used as
a spawning or nursery area by Great Lakes fishes.

Sources of the information incorporated in the atlas are described in
volume I. Acknowledgements are also given in volume I.
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