DENNIS W. DUPUIS – Deputy Fire Use and Fuels, DOI Bureau of Indian Affairs, National Interagency Fire Center, Boise, Idaho.
Mr. Dupuis has spent his career working in Indian Country. Dennis started his career with BIA in 1978 working on the White Mountain Apache Indian Reservation. Here he gained extensive experience in the planning, application, and monitoring of prescribed fire while employed as a presale forester and silviculturist. Dennis transferred to the BIA, Albuquerque Area Office in 1986 where he was employed as the Area Silviculturist. Dennis provided silvicultural and forest management planning technical assistance and oversight to tribes located in New Mexico and southern Colorado. Dennis transferred back to his home in 1993, to work as the Forest Manager at the Flathead Indian Agency located in Pablo, Montana.

The Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes compacted the Agency’s forestry program in 1995. In 1996, Dennis took a job under the forestry compact as a Division Manager in the Tribes’ forestry program. He renewed his interest in fire and was selected to the Tribes’ Fire Management Officer position in 1999. 

Dennis left the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes in August 2001 after accepting the Deputy Fire Use and Fuels job for the BIA-NIFC. Dennis currently provides national oversight and direction in the implementation of the National Fire Plan and the Bureau’s fire use, Wildland Urban Interface and Hazardous Fuels reduction program.

Mr. Dupuis has participated on the Fire in Ecosystem Management (FIEM) Steering Committee since 1996. He has a B.S. degree from the University of Arizona and a certificate of continued education in ecology and silviculture from Northern Arizona University, University of Utah, and Colorado State University. He is a faculty member of FIEM and has presented in several other fire and silvicultural courses held regionally in the west.

