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Aviation Safety Alert








Subject: Aviation Operations near Unit Boundaries 





Attention: Aviation Dispatchers, Pilots, and Aviation Users





Avoiding airspace conflicts, and potential mid-air collisions, requires that flight crews be aware of other aircraft operating in shared airspace.  The potential for encountering other aircraft can increase when operating near a geographic, Forest, zone, or other unit boundary.  Mitigation measures are in place to reduce the likelihood of unexpectedly encountering aircraft along border areas.  Procedures have been developed for pilots and dispatchers.  These procedures are contained in the Northern Rockies Mobilization Guide, the Eastern Great Basin Mobilization Guide, and the Snake-Salmon Fire Management Complex Annual Operating Plan (aka Tri-Region Agreement).  





In summary, these procedures specify the following:





Dispatcher Responsibilities:


Identify when aircraft are or will be entering a boundary zone.


Communicate to adjoining units:


Which aircraft are being dispatched into the boundary zone,


What frequencies the aircraft will be monitoring, 


When the aircraft is expected to arrive,


Where the aircraft will be operating within the zone.





Inquire of neighboring unit what aviation resources they have or plan to be operating in the boundary zone, and what frequencies these resources will be monitoring.


Inform the flight crews involved, providing the information obtained.





Aircrew responsibilities when being dispatched into a boundary zone:


Request the above information, if not already provided by dispatch, prior to entering a boundary zone.


Contact other aircraft in the area prior to entering a boundary zone.


Report location, altitude, heading and intentions with a radio call “in the blind” on VHF-AM 122.9 if no other aircraft are known to be in the area.





For detailed information on Boundary Zone Air Operations, refer to Northern Rockies Mobilization Guide, 87.4, Eastern Great Basin Mobilization Guide SUPPLEMENT NUMBER 2, AVIATION BOUNDARY OPERATIONS CHECKLIST, and the Tri-Region Agreement.








/s/Eddie Morris


Aviation Safety Manager, Northern Rockies Region
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