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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                             Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

FIRST TIME HOMEOWNER PURCHASES HOME ACROSS THE MILES
(Yankton, South Dakota – June 21, 2006)  Earl (Pete) Titus wanted to return to his childhood hometown to enjoy his retirement.  Pete was a resident of Portsmouth,  New Hampshire.  He had a desire to move back to Yankton, South Dakota to be near his brothers Robert (Bob) Titus of Yankton, South Dakota and Jack Titus of Sioux Falls, South Dakota.  

Pete was referred to USDA Rural Development by a local lending institution (CorTrust Bank). 

Due to the miles between Pete and the local USDA Rural Development Office, Pete appealed to his brother (Bob), who resided in Yankton, for assistance with the application process.  Bob was the emissary between Pete and the local Rural Development Office.  Bob met with the Rural Development Specialist, Patti Ebeling to process an application on behalf of his brother.  Bob stopped short of signing the Promissory Note for his brother, however, Pete was amazed that USDA Rural Development would go the “distance” and assist him.  He stated, “this kind of service would never have happened on the East Coast”.  Thanks to the combined efforts the “Titus brothers” (Pete and Bob) are now back door neighbors.       

A success story was born due to the working relationship that was developed and nurtured between USDA Rural Development and our local lending institutions.  USDA Rural Development helped this first time homebuyer achieve his dream of owning a home.  
USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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Committed to the future of rural communities.
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