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The UK funding agency, STFC, supports participation and studies in the following projects under the ILWS umbrella: Solar Orbiter, CrossScale, KuaFu, Stereo, SOHO, Cluster and Hinode.   
1.
Solar Orbiter

A review is currently underway to decide on the level of UK support for the Solar Orbiter instruments.  The proposed UK participation is through four instruments.  These will enable measurements of the magnetic field (MAG) and particles (SWA) in the vicinity of the spacecraft, while the EUV imager (EUI) and the spectrometer (SPICE) will measure the Sun more remotely.  The proposals cover participation as instrument PI of the Magnetometer and EAS instruments as well as the SWA consortium and Co-Is on the EUI and SPICE.  The UK initially also considered a PI position on the spectrometer but this is now to be maintained through the US-led SPICE instrument proposal   The review will be completed before the ESA instrument selection in October so that the teams will be able to participate in the definition phase.  Some initial study funding was awarded to the groups to prepare for the AO by carrying out instrument studies and key technology developments.    

It should be noted that the UK is also participating in other instrument proposals e.g. the Spectrometer/Telescope for Imaging X-rays (STIX) but not through hardware provision.  


2.
CrossScale

The CrossScale Cosmic Vision proposal to study plasma reconnection on different scales is led by Professor Schwartz from the UK.  Some early study funding has been released for this and a review of assessment phase funding for instrument development is currently underway.   

3.
KuaFu

Initial funding was given for instrument study funds for instrument studies on the Chinese-led KuaFu mission, in particular for the following instruments: MOSES, IEPS, the Wide Field Auroral Imager, Magnetometer and plasma instruments.  These awards will end shortly and pending progress on the mission in China, follow-on requests for continued support will be considered by the STFC advisory panels.

4.
Stereo

The UK led an international consortium on the Heliospheric Imagers for the NASA Stereo mission.  The post launch support is currently supported to the end of March 2009.  
5.
SOHO

The UK had a PI role on the ESA/NASA SOHO mission through Professor Harrison at the Coronal Diagnostic Spectrometer (CDS) and provides post launch support (PLS) for the operations.  The PLS is currently supported to the end of December 2009.

6.
Cluster

Post launch support is provided though UK groups for the operations of the PEACE, DWP, FGM and RAPID instruments on Cluster as well as the Cluster Science Centre and Data Handling Facility.  This ends in September 2008 and is currently under review with a view to extending operations to March 2010.

7.
Hinode

The UK led the EIS instrument on the Japanese Hinode mission through Professor Harra in collaboration with NRL and Japan.  The PLS activities are currently supported to September 2009.

