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	2009 APPLICATION


Turkmenistan AUCA Scholars Program (TASP)
The United States Embassy, in cooperation with American Councils for International Education, is pleased to announce that applications are now being accepted for the 2009 Turkmenistan AUCA Scholars Program (TASP).  TASP offers outstanding Turkmen students financial support to pursue a baccalaureate degree at American University in Central Asia in Kyrgyzstan in the following fields of study:
	· American Studies
	· Journalism

	· Business Administration
	· Law

	· Cultural Anthropology
	· Psychology

	· Economics
	· Sociology

	· European Studies
	· Software Engineering (IT)

	· International and Comparative Politics
	


NEW Eligibility Requirements (according to the new regulations of the Kyrgyzstan Ministry of Education):

· Have completed (or will complete this year) Turkmen-Turkish high school or
· Have completed (or will complete this year) the Turkmen-Russian school named after A.S. Pushkin in Ashgabat or 
· Have completed secondary school before 1997 with Turkmen language of instruction or
· Have completed secondary school before 2002 with Russian language of instruction or
· Have completed a 3 year professional college in Turkmenistan (3 years with professional qualification) 
Applicants for the Four Year Scholarship MUST also:

· Be a citizen of Turkmenistan residing in-country at the time of application. 

· Have a good command of both written and spoken English;

· NOT already possess a baccalaureate degree or equivalent;

· NOT be married to a person who is a citizen of a country outside of the NIS;

· NOT be an employee of American Councils for International Education;

· Be able to demonstrate financial need;

· NOT have applied for an immigrant visa or requested political asylum to any country;

· Agree to fulfill the home country service requirement each summer in Turkmenistan;

· Maintain a 3.0 grade point average throughout the course of the scholarship;

· Meet the requirements for obtaining a visa to Kyrgyzstan;

· Preference will be given to applicants who have not been on U.S. government-sponsored programs.
	APPLICATION DEADLINE: December 26th, 2008, 5:00 PM


	2009 TASP FIELDS OF STUDY


American Studies: American Studies students will learn about American literature, arts, history, politics and culture. In the process, they will acquire the critical thinking skills to analyze the material and intellectual character of all societies. The skills gained will be applicable to a wide range of problems and thus prepare graduates to assume roles in academic, business or public life.

Business Administration: The AUCA Undergraduate Business Program is designed to provide students with outstanding intellectual and practical skills for lifelong achievement. The Business Program prepares students to have a broad understanding of the larger social and cultural context within which business must function. Following the first two years of general education study, students will be required to complete a demanding sequence of courses known as the Business Core. 
Cultural Anthropology: Students receive comprehensive training in the fields of cultural anthropology and archaeology.  Anthropology is the study of human thinking, activity and communication in its social, ecological, biological, and psychological contexts. There are four fields of anthropology: linguistic, biological, cultural, and archeology.  The field is closely connected to the fields of economics, politics, sociology, psychology.

Economics: The general purpose of the Economics Department is to assist economic reforms in Central Asia by training professionals in modern economics. The department provides students with analysis and forecasting tools of real economic processes, teaches them to work with statistics and economic models, and gives them a common language with the world community of professional economists. The students of the Economics department acquire a serious fundamental training in the area of modern economics.
European Studies: The purpose of the Bachelor of Arts program in European Studies is to provide the region with multilingual specialists in European affairs. Graduates will be fluent in two languages and have a broad background in European politics, economics, social life, culture, etc.

International Comparative Politics: Our students are trained to be creative, think independently, and contribute to the society in which they live. The training focuses on international relations, comparative politics and political philosophy. We do not train students specifically for the diplomatic service or to be practicing politicians. On the contrary, our underlying philosophy is that our graduates have been trained to be discerning, participating democratic citizens, able to function effectively in an international setting. 

Journalism: Graduates of the program are in high demand by local media and international organizations. Graduates work as journalists and staff writers, public relations and advertising specialists, publication editors, and reporters. The department offers specializations in public relations, advertising, media studies, mass culture and communication studies, print and electronic journalism.  

Law: The Law Department prepares lawyers in commercial and international law. Students will study both general education and juridical disciplines. Students are encouraged to study English and another foreign language as this will help the university graduates work with foreign companies and use international documents and other sources in the original languages. Students are required to work at a free legal aid clinic which will help them to gain professional skills. 
Psychology: Psychology is the science of mental processes and behavior. To study psychology is to try to understand how people think, feel, learn, behave, and interact with others. As a behavioral science, Psychology is oriented to applied realization of obtaining knowledge. The Psychology program offers professional training in different applied tracks: Counseling Psychology, Organizational/Industrial Psychology, and General/Individualized track.

Sociology: The Sociology program at AUCA provides students with a solid foundation in sociological research and theory, and prepares graduates for work in a variety of academic and professional careers. Sociology – the systematic inquiry and study of human social life – offers a unique perspective for understanding modern and historical issues, social structures and interpersonal interactions, and social stability and processes of transformation. 

Software Engineering: Software Engineering students will acquire knowledge of programming and programming systems, their mathematical and algorithmic models; methods of design and implementation, and software engineering.  Upon completion of the degree, students will be prepared for both the scientific/research and industrial/commercial fields. Students will receive practical experience through an internship and by completing a senior programming project.   
    
2009 TASP APPLICATION
Personal Information

Full Name__________________________________________________________________________________


    Last name


First name


Patronymic
Permanent Address __________________________________________________________________________




Street Name

Number of House

Number of Apartment
__________________________________________________________________________________________
City



Region



Country
Home Phone number: _________     ____________________________________________________________
                             
      Code


Number
Mobile Phone number: _________     ___________________________________________________________
                             
      Code


Number
Other phone number where you can be contacted: _________     ______________________________________






          Code

Number
Whose phone number is this? (name/relation to you):_______________________________________________
Email Address: _____________________________________________________________________________
Current Address (if different from above) _________________________________________________________
Street Name
Number of House
     Number of Apartment
___________________________________________________________________________________________
City



Region



 Country

Current Phone number (if different from above): __________    _______________________________________


    
        


      Code

Number
Passport/Birth Certificate No.__________________________________________________________________









Citizenship(s): ______________________________________________________________________________
Date of Birth (Date/Month/Year):_______________________________________________________________

Place of Birth_______________________________________________________________________________





City





Country

This Application Form is Free of Charge and May Be Duplicated
Educational Information

Name of Secondary School__________________________________________________________________________________________





School



City


Region
Number of Years Attended______________ Year of Graduation (if applicable):________________________________
Have you attended a secondary school/institute outside of Turkmenistan?       Yes □
   No □

        If Yes – Where ________________________________________ 
Years of Attendance_____________________



         City

                    Country

Have you been on a US sponsored exchange program?     Yes □
No □   
Program/Year:_________________________
Standardized Tests

Have you taken the official TOEFL?   Yes □
No □       
 TOEFL SCORE: _________     TWE _________
Have you taken the institutional TOEFL? Yes □
No □        TOEFL SCORE: __________________
Academic Achievements/Accomplishments

Please list, provide a date, and describe any awards or honors you have received. 
Non-Academic Achievements

Please indicate any awards or accomplishments outside of the classroom. (For example, a civic award given to you by the mayor)
Extracurricular Activities

Please list your extracurricular activities and indicate how many hours per week on average that you devote to the activity.

Intended Field of Study at AUCA

You may choose only ONE.
_____ American Studies

_____ European Studies

_____ Psychology
_____ Business Administration
_____ Intern. Comparative Politics
_____ Sociology

_____ Cultural Anthropology
_____ Journalism

_____ Software Engineering
_____ Economics 


_____ Law

Essay Questions
Each essay must be completed on a separate sheet of paper. Essays should be at least 400 words and should not exceed one page in length. Please write your full name and field of study in the upper right hand corner of each paper.

Essay A

Please describe your academic and career plans, and how your study at American University of Central Asia will contribute to your goals? 

Essay B

Tell us about either a challenging experience you have faced in your life or an accomplishment of which you are particularly proud. How has the knowledge gained from this experience prepared you to study abroad? If currently studying at AUCA, please describe a unique experience during your study.
Essay C

Please explain your reasons for requesting financial assistance.

Academic Records
.
If you have already graduated, please attach official copies of all academic records from high schools and other educational institutions that you have attended. If these documents are not already in English, you must also attach certified English-language translations of these documents. 

If you are currently in your last year of high school, please list your current subjects and grades, followed by last year’s subjects and grades.  This form must be signed and stamped by your school’s director or deputy director. Please attach additional pages, as necessary.
Sample Transcript Format

	Academic Year
	Subject Name
	Grade

	2008 – 2009
	         Turkmenistan History
	4 (Good)


	Academic Year
	Subject Name
	Grade

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Signature of School Director/Deputy Director: _______________________ Date:______________

Personal Financial Information

Current Occupation: ____________________________________________________________________
Place of Employment:___________________________________________________________________
Total monthly income:   Amount ___________  Currency ____________ (Equivalent in US $__________)  
Information about Spouse/Children
	Marital Status:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Married    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Single    FORMCHECKBOX 
Divorced    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Widowed


Spouse’s Place of Employment (if applicable):_______________________________________________
Spouse's Monthly Income (if applicable):  Amount ______ Currency ________ (Equivalent in US $_____) 
Do you have any children/dependents? If so, please list them below, and provide supporting documents

	  Name(s) of Children/Dependants
	 Relationship
	Comments

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Information about Parents/Other Family Members

Marital Status of Parents:      
Married   □

Divorced   □

Widowed   □


Number of Children in Family (Other than Yourself) 
__________

	Name(s) of Family Members
	Relationship
	 Age
	 Status (Student, Employed, etc)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


     Father's Full Name: ________________________________________________________________
     Father's Current Occupation: ________________________________________________________
     Father's Address: __________________________________________________________________
     Phone Numbers:  Work (______) ___________________ Home (______) ____________________



           
 code



         code

  Mother's full name: ________________________________________________________________
     Mother's Current Occupation: _______________________________________________________
     Mother's Address: __________________________________________________________________
     Phone Numbers:  Work (______) ___________________ Home (______) ____________________



               code


                       code

    Family Cash Savings:  Amount ____________ Currency _________ (Equivalent in US $_________)  
    Family Bank savings:    Amount ___________ Currency _________ (Equivalent in US $_________)  
Statements about Salary/Income

Please attach official stamped documents (spravki) providing information on your income and your parents’ income. Please note that you are still required to submit a spravka if you or your parents are unemployed or self-employed. If the documents are not in English, please provide an English language translation. You may translate the document(s) yourself. Please note that the translation does not require a stamp.
	Sample Income Document:

Name of Employee: ____________________________________________________
Place of Employment: ___________________________________________________

Position of Employment: __________________________________________________

Monthly Salary: _________________________________________________________

I hereby certify that the above translation is an accurate reflection of the document attached. I understand that inaccuracies in translation can lead to disqualification from the program.

  



______






____       _____

Signature of applicant/translator






Date




Certification
I certify that all the information provided in this application is complete and true.  I understand that any misrepresentation or omission may be cause for denying admission to the American University of Central Asia and/or expulsion from the competition or immediate dismissal from the Turkmenistan AUCA Scholars Program. I also understand that American Councils for International Education (ACCELS) reserves the right to verify all the information listed in the application. 

I understand that American University of Central Asia reserves the right to deny admissions to anyone whom it considers not qualified, and to require the withdrawal of any student at any time for any reason it considers sufficient including academic standing and personal conduct. 

The American University of Central Asia and American Councils do not discriminate in their programs, activities, or admission practices on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, or gender.
Signature of Applicant





   
 Date: _______________
Signature of Student’s Guardian or Parent _________________________   Date: _______________
Recommendation Letters
……
Please attach at least three recommendations from your academic or work supervisors. 

Recommendation must be given either:
1. Using the form provided in this application. In this case, it should bear the stamp of an institution or organization where Recommender works; or

2. Using an official letterhead of the institution of the recommender who must answer all questions listed in the form provided in this application.
Turkmenistan AUCA Scholars Program Recommendation Form 1
This recommendation form may be completed by a teacher, work supervisor or community leader who knows the applicant well and is familiar with the applicant's academic or professional work and achievements.  The recommendation form should be printed or typewritten in English (if not in English, please attach an official certified translation). ALL THREE forms must be signed and bear the seal or stamp of the organization or institution where the recommender works.
In no circumstances is this form to be completed by a relative or friend of the applicant!  

	This part is to be completed by the applicant:

Name of Applicant ___________________________________________________________
Current or Intended Field of Study _______________________________________________



This part is to be completed by recommender:

1.
In what capacity have you known the applicant?


□ Teacher/Professor
□ Work Supervisor     □ Other (please specify) __________________
2.
How long have you known the applicant?  _______________________________________
3
Please evaluate the applicant in terms of the characteristics given below:

	
	Excellent
	Good
	Fair
	Poor
	No Basis

	Knowledge of field
	□
	□
	□
	□
	□

	Leadership Potential
	□
	□
	□
	□
	□

	Communication Skills (Native Language)
	□
	□
	□
	□
	□

	Communication Skills (English Language)
	□
	□
	□
	□
	□

	Adaptability
	□
	□
	□
	□
	□

	Responsibility
	□
	□
	□
	□
	□

	Maturity
	□
	□
	□
	□
	□

	Interest in Community Service
	□
	□
	□
	□
	□

	
	
	
	
	
	


4.  Please write as candidly as possible about the applicant's qualifications, potential to study in the chosen field and promise of career success. Please be specific and detailed, especially discussing those qualities that were revealed to you (both strengths and weaknesses) while supervising the applicant. Comment on applicant's ability to interact with other students/faculty, outstanding or distinguishing talents, and potential to contribute to the public sector upon returning home. Please use additional paper if more space is needed.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature of Recommender ___________________________
Date ____________________
	Name of Recommender ________________________________________________________
Title and Place of Affiliation ____________________________________________________
Work Address ________________________________________________________________
Work Telephone/Fax __________________________________________________________
Work e-mail  ________________________________________________________________



Turkmenistan AUCA Scholars Program Recommendation Form 2
This recommendation form may be completed by a teacher, work supervisor or community leader who knows the applicant well and is familiar with the applicant's academic or professional work and achievements.  Recommendation form should be printed or typewritten in English (if not in English, please attach an official certified translation). ALL THREE forms must be signed and bear the seal or stamp of the organization or institution where the recommender works.
In no circumstances is this form to be completed by a relative or friend of the applicant!  

	This part is to be completed by student:

Name of Applicant ___________________________________________________________
Current or Intended Field of Study _______________________________________________



This part is to be completed by recommender:

1.
In what capacity have you known the applicant?


□ Teacher/Professor
□ Work Supervisor     □ Other (please specify) __________________
2.
How long have you known the applicant?  _______________________________________
3
Please evaluate the applicant in terms of the characteristics given below:

	
	Excellent
	Good
	Fair
	Poor

	Knowledge of field
	□
	□
	□
	□

	Leadership Potential
	□
	□
	□
	□

	Communication Skills (Native Language)
	□
	□
	□
	□

	Communication Skills (English Language)
	□
	□
	□
	□

	Adaptability
	□
	□
	□
	□

	Responsibility
	□
	□
	□
	□

	Maturity
	□
	□
	□
	□

	Interest in Community Service
	□
	□
	□
	□

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


4.  Please write as candidly as possible about the applicant's qualifications, potential to study in the chosen field and promise of career success. Please be specific and detailed, especially discussing those qualities that were revealed to you (both strengths and weaknesses) while supervising the applicant. Comment on applicant's ability to interact with other students/faculty, outstanding or distinguishing talents, potential to contribute to the public sector upon return home. Please use additional paper if more space is needed.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature of Recommender ___________________________
Date ____________________
	Name of Recommender ________________________________________________________
Title and Place of Affiliation ____________________________________________________
Work Address ________________________________________________________________
Work Telephone/Fax __________________________________________________________
Work e-mail  ________________________________________________________________




Turkmenistan AUCA Scholars Program Recommendation Form 3
This recommendation form may be completed by a teacher, work supervisor or community leader who knows the applicant well and is familiar with the applicant's academic or professional work and achievements.  Recommendation form should be printed or typewritten in English (if not in English, please attach an official certified translation). ALL THREE forms must be signed and bear the seal or stamp of the organization or institution where the recommender works.
In no circumstances is this form to be completed by a relative or friend of the applicant!  

	This part is to be completed by student:

Name of Applicant ___________________________________________________________
Current or Intended Field of Study _______________________________________________



This part is to be completed by recommender:

1.
In what capacity have you known the applicant?


□ Teacher/Professor
□ Work Supervisor     □ Other (please specify) __________________
2.
How long have you known the applicant?  _______________________________________
3
Please evaluate the applicant in terms of the characteristics given below:

	
	Excellent
	Good
	Fair
	Poor

	Knowledge of field
	□
	□
	□
	□

	Leadership Potential
	□
	□
	□
	□

	Communication Skills (Native Language)
	□
	□
	□
	□

	Communication Skills (English Language)
	□
	□
	□
	□

	Adaptability
	□
	□
	□
	□

	Responsibility
	□
	□
	□
	□

	Maturity
	□
	□
	□
	□

	Interest in Community Service
	□
	□
	□
	□

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


4.  Please write as candidly as possible about the applicant's qualifications, potential to study in the chosen field and promise of career success. Please be specific and detailed, especially discussing those qualities that were revealed to you (both strengths and weaknesses) while supervising the applicant. Comment on applicant's ability to interact with other students/faculty, outstanding or distinguishing talents, potential to contribute to the public sector upon return home. Please use additional paper if more space is needed.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature of Recommender ___________________________
Date ____________________
	Name of Recommender ________________________________________________________
Title and Place of Affiliation ____________________________________________________
Work Address ________________________________________________________________
Work Telephone/Fax __________________________________________________________
Work e-mail  ________________________________________________________________




Application Materials Check List
All applicants must submit 2 (two) copies of the application form and the accompanying documents. The following materials must be submitted along with your signed application form. Please submit your materials using the order of the documents listed below. 
□
Completed Application Form
□
Essay 1
□
Essay 2

□
Essay 3

□
Official Copies and Certified English Translations of All Grade Reports (Transcripts)
□
Three Recommendation Letters

□
Copy of TOEFL score reports (if applicable)

□
Other Supporting Documents, if applicable (Certificates, Olympiad Awards, Resume, etc.)

□
Official Documents (spravki) about Parental/Applicant Income and/or Other Scholarships
□
Copy of the Identification Page of your Passport*
* If you do not have a passport, please submit a copy of your birth certificate.

Office Locations
Applications will be accepted at the following locations:
	American Councils/Kyrgyzstan
Tynystanova 98
Bishkek 720000 Kyrgyz Republic
Tel/Fax: +996-312-66-48-38

Email: pakeeza@americancouncils.kg 
	American Councils/Turkmenistan
48a Gerogly Street

Ashgabat 744000 Turkmenistan

Tel/Fax: 33-06-96, 33-10-21/16/22
E-mail: taspashgabat@mail.ru 


	American Corner Dashoguz

Turkmenbashy Shayoly 7/2 

Dashoguz 745000 Turkmenistan

Tel/Fax: (00322) 5-03-81, 5-08-14
E-mail: acdash@mail.ru 

	American Corner Mary

Agzyberlik 42a

Mary 745000 Turkmenistan

Tel/Fax: (522) 7-3865/7-39-79 

E-mail: macorner@rambler.ru 

	American Corner Turkmenabat

Pushkin Street 33
Turkmenabat 746100 Turkmenistan

Tel/Fax: (00422) 6-37-71

Email: ninaafanasyeva@yahoo.com 
	American Corner Turkmenbashy

E-mail: nurbibin@mail.ru 


Application in electronic format may be downloaded at:

 ACCELS/Ashgabat:  http://americancouncilstm.org 
ACCELS/Bishkek: http://www.americancouncils.kg/programs_kyr.html 
This program is fully funded by United States Department of State, and is administered by American Councils for International Education in Turkmenistan and Kyrgyzstan

	APPLICATION DEADLINE: December 26th, 2008, 5:00 PM








Please


Attach 


Passport-sized


Photo


HERE
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