Coastal Ocean Research and Monitoring Program
Notice to Mariners
The UNCW Coastal Ocean Research and Monitoring Program (CORMP) is seeking the co-operation of all mariners operating in Onslow Bay coastal waters, just off of Wrightsville Beach. A low profile wave buoy was deployed on 5/7/2008 approximately 5 miles from shore. The buoy provides real-time wave data and water temperature for nearshore coastal waters.  This buoy is a 3 ft diameter sphere, with a yellow hull, and 8 ft antennae. A yellow strobe is mounted to the top of the buoy hull and flashes once every 5 seconds 
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GPS Coordinates for Buoy: 34° 08.474




 77° 42.523

CORMP requests the assistance of the marine community in helping to safeguard this buoy. There are a number of specific ways in which the marine community can help.
· Never tie off to a buoy. There are fragile instrumentation and antennas above and below the surface of the water, which are easily damaged, causing buoy failure.

· Give the buoys a wide berth to avoid entanglement of nets or other equipment in the subsurface mooring system. Each buoy has a watch circle equal to approximately 2 times the water depth. Vessels towing nets, seismic or other equipment should stay at least 300 yards from the buoy. All other vessels at least 50 yards.

· Call 1-910-962-2777 or 1-910-962-2331 if you notice a buoy damaged or drifting, or if you inadvertently entangle the mooring with your equipment.

· Report any buoy damage to CORMP at the above phone number. 

The buoy watch circle is approximately 100ft; therefore, buoy GPS coordinates may vary.








