Important Information for Human Resources Management (HRM) Staff Concerning Employee Assistance and Other Matters
Affected by Hurricane Ivan and Its Aftermath

HRM Offices:  Please provide a copy of this flyer to your payroll office 
FLYER

        Leave 04-26
                                                                                                         

       September 13, 2004

TO:  Chief, HRMS

SUBJ:  Federal Employee Assistance and Other Matters Affected by 
             Hurricane Ivan and Its Aftermath
This flyer transmits guidance from the Office of Personnel Management (OPM) to the heads of executive departments and agencies on the approval of excused absence for the employees affected by Hurricane Ivan and its aftermath.  This guidance also applies to any employee who is needed for emergency law enforcement, relief, or clean-up efforts authorized by Federal, State, or other officials having jurisdiction.  Guidance is also provided on premium pay, the emergency leave transfer program, and flexible staffing authorities.

With regard to the Government-wide direct-hire authorities for six occupations referenced in OPM’s guidance, please note that the only one that is applicable in the Veterans Health Administration (VHA) is the authority covering Information Technology Specialist (Information Security), GS-2210-9 and up.  The other five occupations are filled in VHA under either full or hybrid Title 38 authorities, as appropriate.

You can download the OPM Director’s memorandum from OPM’s web site at http://www.opm.gov/oca/COMPMEMO/2004/2004-17.asp.  In addition to OPM’s instructions, supervisors and managers are encouraged to maximize use of existing flexibilities available under OPM regulations and VA policies to accommodate employees accordingly.
Questions about this Flyer should be directed to the following contacts:

Leave Questions:



Katie McCullough-Bradshaw – (202) 273-9836







Mail to:  katie.mccullough-bradshaw@mail.va.gov
Pay Questions:



Debra Doty – (757) 728-3381







Mail to:  debra.doty@mail.va.gov
Staffing Questions:



Mail to:  Staffing Policy 059/VACO@mail.va.gov
Office of Human Resources Management/Labor Relations
 Worklife and Benefits Service (058)

VA Headquarters – Washington, DC

