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Wilderness Regulations 
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Lava Beds National Monument 





EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA





Safety – Carry first aid supplies; rest, eat, and drink often; also know your limitations. 


Protect Yourself – Sunscreen and hats are advised year-round.  Long pants and sturdy boots are also recommended to protect from rough terrain and insects. 


Weather – Lava Beds experiences extreme weather in all four seasons, and weather can change rapidly—check at the Visitor Center for a forecast. 


Terrain – Lava rock is very rough—off-trail hiking is not recommended.  Plan plenty of time to search for a flat place to camp! 








Water – There is no surface water at Lava Beds, so carry at least one gallon per person per day. 


Mountain Lions – Mountain lions are rarely encountered.  If you do see one, don’t run or approach the  lion.  Make yourself appear as tall and as big as you can.  Wave your hands and shout.  If the lion behaves aggressively, throw stones.  Report all sightings. 


Rattlesnakes – Western Rattlesnakes are usally more active from spring to fall, but have been sighted during mild winters.  In most cases the snake will move off the trail before you notice it.  If you do come upon one,  slowly back way.  








Horses and pack animals are permitted only on the Three Sisters, Lyons, and Whitney Butte Trails.


All wilderness regulations apply to horse and rider—pets may not accompany you.  


Leg protectors are recommended for horses and riders.  Horses should also be sprayed with a good fly and tick spray. 


Carry plenty of water for your horse.  


Established trails still have rough, rocky terrain—plan a conservative route and ride at a slow pace to avoid injury and fatigue . 


Consider feeding certified weed-free feed several days before your trip to cut down on the spread of exotic weeds in the  Lava Beds backcountry. 





Be Prepared 





Horse Regulations 





Due to low usage, permits are not required for backcountry camping at Lava Beds.  


We suggest leaving your vehicle information and planned route with a ranger at the Visitor Center, then checking in upon your return. 


Pets, hunting, bicycles, and motorized vehicles are not permitted. 


Do not camp within  0.25 miles (.04 km) of roads, trailheads, and parking areas , or inside or within50 yards  (46 m) of caves or chimneys. 





You may enter undeveloped caves in the backcountry unless they are marked closed.  Remember, you must take full responsibility for navigating safely in backcountry caves—we suggest caving  very conservatively in these areas. 


No open fires are permitted at Lava Beds.  Gas stoves may be used when fire danger allows; check at the Visitor Center for this information. 


Group size is limited to no more than twelve  individuals, including horses. 


 If you pack it in, please pack it out.














There are 28,460 acres of designated wilderness at Lava Beds where you can experience solitude in a unique volcanic  landscape.  Backcountry camping is available in these areas, but please be advised of regulations and take proper precautions to ensure an enjoyable experience.  Maps can be found at the Visitor Center and on bulletin boards. 





Backcountry Camping at Lava Beds
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