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The particular i n t e r e e t s  En6 the m- - t h e  division 
of the Xedlcsl Sciences i n  t h e  program of eocialOsecurity of the SS l i e  
in large measure (eo far a6 I can sed7'now) in u a  fact  t h e t  medical 
achoola oughk t o  -ive sone teaching of social medicine, but In met in- 
stane&e do not., and in the f a c t  that health insurance needs t o  !my 
Some atten1,ion t o  research aork on the very diseases uhioh coct such 
a system inordina, tely.  

With the exceltion of' Siger is t ' s  aork a t  Baltimore, nM.ch I 
am ha21jy to say ne are helping t o  isupport u n t i l  1938, t h o  aork of 
Brown u . t  the Harvard Medical School, of Sina i  at Mlchigsn, and Hichael 
Davis and h i e  colls&gues i n  Chicago, there is  830 fer as I am aware no 
Paff c.etive study or  iwemntat ion of tho socf-al and economic aipects 
of the  pract ice  of medicine 6nc! tht cere ol' the sick being done i n  any 
universities in North America. 

Only in Sigerist 's  case does thc act iv i ty  assume signiiicsnt, 
proport ions or Beem likely to influence the  cominc generation of  a e d i c d  
practitioners. 
of health insurance, medim1 aspects o f  yiblio i.clfare, ths economic 
aspects  of hospitcll ckre sild mme forms of aoa ia r  medicine as fall in[: 
within the purview of the teacWng 01' ,,ublic health, if indeed it i s  
not so corn-pehensive a grou2 0:' subjacts P.C to call ?or orgaiiiasltion 
tnd implementatinn i n  i ts  own r i z h t .  

I should be inclined to regard teec'?in,o 3n t?w m S j e c t s  

There i s  simply no question 'Jut t h a t  thia acpect of t,hc prec- 
tice of' mediahe is of dl fundameztal. end incre&sing importmce snd t h a t  
icedicd mhools en3 other ox-gmiaations in te re t j ted  i n  medical  education 
rxeec! a t  tA.w rrP.F+nt time t o  roco~mize  t.ctivetly t h e  cogexcy of' th.. claim 
of oocisl me.,.ic!Lx. f ! s  a pur+, of the curr-iculun 1.n me!?icino. 

TIM ahme far ,sSghted --- ecanomic :)olj.?y, r<hich hes  9romTted 
t h e  BcIetrsj,-ditia Life hsur~..cce Company t c ,  favor resgarch bnci to support 
s tud!-es mti o t h e r  ootivit.l.!s Searing upon i~rek+c;nt,icn cf rlLsrzsse should 
i'orm a slgnif'ichtit pa r t  of  my heal th  insurance ~ l m s .  It may be poesible 
fOi- tho division of Medfcol Sciences to @-ive Gone a,raistance in connectton 
v c i t h  ,:laiming the hncti ,me of. healtfi insurance schemes elthm i n  po in t  
of  t ha  se1sct-i .x 0:' x b t ,  diseaaee shmld  br s t d i e d  Gjn.3 v;hc t pw:: onnel  - 
thr:u;ht o f  in c.3nnection with the e,tudy cr t he  organisation of research 
work and i t a  personnel a B  a generctl undertaking. 
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The l is t  of research fields in which aid' should be given to  
reduce cost of health insurance in the long run would be a pretty long 
one but first among the category should come that of chronicr disabling 
di$esraes. 
study of w h a t  happens i n  the way of sucoesaive indispositions, i l lnesses ,  
accidents, and other f o r m  of incapacity in the uase of populations, eay 
of 10,000 persons of 45 years of age cont inuing on t o  death. We know 
extremely l i t t l e  about what figures to expect and it is,  of course, 
information of the greatest importance even thmgh such figures would 
doubtless be modified by the util ization of new forma of diagnosis a d  
treatment. 

There is a very wide field a lso  for investigation In the 


