The following questions were submitted to the contracting officer regarding NASA Ames RFQ 2-38123-MXS:  Residual Gas Analyzer.  Responses to the questions were not available until after the posting period ended, thus the solicitation is re-opened for an additional period. 
 The response date is extended to May 21, 2002.
Question 1:

Does the gas stream to be measured contain any corrosive materials (hydrides, halogens, acids, or bases)?

Answer 1:

The process stream will consist of inert gases, halocarbons (parent gases are ethylene, acetylene, methane, though what they will be converted to is not known), hydrogen, and/or ammonia.  Due to the possibility for high molecular weight species, heater jackets would be a necessity.  Corrosive pumping may or may not be required for the ammonia.  Pumps should have sufficient compression capabilities to minimize hydrogen background.

Question 2:

The solicitation does not mention an operating system requirement or the inclusion of computer to operate the system you are soliciting for purchase. Do you intend to have the quote answered, "as complete", and with on site installation and training and computer to operate the system?  It was not clear in specification # 3, that "computer interface" implies a computer, or the interface to the RGA, which is a different component that communicates to the computer.

Answer2:

We can provide the computer.  Vendor must supply all cards, software, and cables necessary for hookup.  A computer available as a reasonably priced option item would be ok.  Installation and training is expected.

Question 3:

The solicitation calls for operating pressures from the .5 mtorr range to 20 mtorr, and also up to atmospheric pressure (760 Torr).  Is this accurate?

Answer 3:

The solicitation should read 0.5 Torr to 20 Torr, and an atmospheric pressure inlet.  If these can be integrated into one port, that is acceptable.

Question 4:

The last item is please elaborate on your request for local service.

Answer 4:

In the past, we have had trouble getting timely and sufficient service from non-locally based companies when equipment is malfunctioning.  We wish to avoid any excessive delay or cost for service, when needed.

