WATER CONSERVATION TRAINING MANUAL

Provide a training manual for water districts, cities, communities and water retailers to teach full time professionals; seasonal staff; and homeowners the current techniques of watering turf landscapes efficiently.  The purpose of the manual is to support Reclamation's water districts in achieving their conservation goals in the urban environment.

Reclamation will own all rights to the manual for printing and distribution through all media sources.  
The manual must be universal in its approach so that it can be used throughout the United States.
The manual should cover the following:

1. Background discussion of the problem of over irrigation in turf landscapes and how much water is wasted.  Provide examples of how and why over watering occurs.

2. Section on how to evaluate a sprinkler or sprinkler system.  Provide a sample form for this computation and evaluation that can be used by trained staff to do water checks for homeowners and businesses to improve their irrigation practices.  This section should be detailed but utilize simple techniques to keep costs low.  This section should also show graphic examples of poor, fair and good water applications from sprinklers to further illustrate the importance of applying water evenly to turf landscapes.

3. Discuss ways and give examples of how businesses and homeowners can improve poor irrigation systems to achieve a more uniform and efficient system.  It is important to provide non-mathematical techniques that could be used by homeowners to improve a system.

4. Provide techniques for controlling runoff from irrigation of a landscape.

5. Section on how to determine the amount of water to apply at each irrigation application to be sure the soil is filled.  A discussion of soil water holding capacity, soil infiltration rates and root depths should be a part of this discussion.  Provide simple techniques for determining soil type.

6. Explain how it is important to change the intervals between irrigations throughout a season to meet the plant water needs.  Give examples of how this may look and sources for this information.

Deliverables:

1. Manual in .pdf format on a disc.

2. Manual in a word processing file (Word, WordPerfect, etc.)

