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Feb. 13, 2008
2000FEB 19 AWz 25 PO Box 2486
: Jackson, WY 83001
Caleb Hiner
BLM — Pinedale District
PO Box 768
Pinedale, WY 82941

Dear Mr. Hiner;

I am writing in response to the draft EIS for the Pinedale Anticline
recognizing that the deadline for responses ended this past Tuesday.
Nevertheless, I would hope my concerns will be included in the Final EIS.
The period to respond was really too short for many of us.

I have attached a copy of a letter-editorial I wrote last May which
pertains to the development of natural gas fields in the Upper Green River
Basin. My concerns expressed in the editorial apply to the Pinedale
Anticline.

Let me expand on one extremely important issue that being the
possibility of nitrate deposition arising from the possible 4000 plus
additional gas wells associated with the Pinedale Anticline. The fact that
nitrate concentrations are recently being detected in lake waters of the
Bridger Wilderness is an “early warning” sign that eutrophication is
underway and acidification of these lakes is not far behind. For that reason
the Final EIS should require the best available technology for emission
controls, particularly NOX, on all activities within the gas field, including
automotive vehicles, as well as drilling rigs. Additionally a slower pace of
development would be beneficial so that less annual nitrate deposition would
take place. NOX probably is responsible for the spikes in ozone which have
been detected in the Pinedale area also, even more reason to control
emissions as closely as possible. And there is some research to indicate that
nitrate build up in the alpine soils may be decreasing the amount of selenium
available for grazing animals such as the bighorn sheep and the picas.
Hopefully the above is sufficient to stress the urgency of protecting the air
quality in the Bridger Wilderness. The reduction of visibility in the Bridger
Wilderness is a separate but related issue justifying improved emission
controls from the gas fields.

Thankyou for hearing my deep co .
lan F. Galbraith
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