Gen. Henry Knox to Gen. William Shepard, Jan. 21st, 1787

January 21, 1787

Copy of a letter to Major General Shepard from Henry Knox








New York 21 January 1787

My Dear Sir -


I have to acknowledge the receipt of your favors of the 9th and 12 instant, with envelopes both which came safely to hand by the post, of the 18th instant.


As yet there has not been any Congress which could proceed to business, they will most probably be organized in the cause of the present week when the delegates from Massachusetts will if they should act then - The receipt for the demand already passed[?] lay this request of the General before Congress-


As I before wrote you, it is entirely out of my power to appropriate any of the public Arms or Stores without an order of Congress. This want of power applies equally to the sale or loan of the Arms or Stores- I feel for your situation and concur in the choice of your reasoning, and lament my inabilities to order you the implements you request - 

But such is my relation to Congress, and such the organization of my department that I cannot in this instance conform to your request without their express consent.


But although I am restrained from authorizing any appropriation of Arms and Stores for state purposes, yet in case the insurgents should demonstrate an intention of seizing the arsenal or any of the Stores contained therein and it could not otherwise be successfully defended, - I am of the opinion that property & necessity would justify the action of taking part of the arms and ammunition for the defense of the remainder, to be returned the instant the danger should subside. But I must be clearly understood that my opinion related solely to an attack on the arsenal, and on the principle, that it could not otherwise be defended.


The important operations now going forward in Massachusetts strongly excites my desire of being acquainted with events taken as soon as possible. I therefore take the --- if requested, your information of the progress of the business.







I am dear sir







Your affectionate humble servant
HK

Major Gen’l Sheppard
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