ULYSSES CLI MBS TO H GHEST LATI TUDE OVER SUN S NORTHERN PCLE

The European Space Agency's (ESA) U ysses spacecraft,
the first probe ever to fly over the poles of the Sun, wll
climb to its maxinum |l atitude of 80.2 degrees north of the
Sun's equator on Mnday, July 31, and survey the solar forces
at work fromthis unique vantage point in space.

The spacecraft will have traveled about 1.86 billion
mles when it reaches the sunmt of its trajectory over the
Sun at 11 a.m EDT, according to nmission operations team
menbers at NASA' s Jet Propul sion Laboratory, Pasadena, CA

Al U ysses operations and science experinments
continue to go well in this unique, five-year journey out of
the ecliptic plane. NASA's tracking facilities near Mdrid,
Spain and at Col dstone, CA, are nonitoring the spacecraft 24
hours a day as naneuvers are performed to keep U ysses' radio
ant enna pointed to Earth.

Launched on Cctober 6, 1990, aboard the Space Shuttle
Di scovery, the 810-pound ESA probe was designed to study the
hel i osphere -- that region of space dom nated by the sol ar
wind -- at all latitudes above and bel ow the Sun's equatori al
pl ane. These high latitude regi ons have never been expl ored before.

Naned for the | egendary G eek adventurer who journeyed
to the hidden side of the Sun, U ysses carries nine
scientific instrunments provided by European countries and the
United States to nmake detail ed studies of solar w nd,
magnetic fields and particles, interplanetary dust and gas,
and cosnic rays entering the solar systemfromthe M| ky Wy
galaxy. In addition, Uysses' radio data have been used for
ot her experinents to study the Sun's outer atnosphere, or
corona, and to search for gravitational waves in
i nterplanetary space, and the gamma ray burst detector hel ps
triangul ate the brightest cosm c ganma ray bursts.

Today the spacecraft is traveling at about 55,300
mles per hour with respect to the Sun. Uysses will begin
to descend in latitude as it | oops over the northern sol ar
pol ar region.

On Septenber 29, the spacecraft will conplete the
northern polar pass and begin to journey back out to the
orbit of Jupiter, reaching Jupiter's distance of 5.4
astrononmi cal units (about 500 mllion mles) on April 17,
1998. U ysses will then head back on its high latitude
trajectory toward the Sun, returning again to its vicinity in
Sept ember 2000.

U ysses is managed jointly by NASA and ESA to study
t he regi ons above the Sun's poles. The Jet Propul sion
Laboratory manages the U S. portion of the mission for NASA s
O fice of Space Science, Washi ngton, DC
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