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Emery Coal Field

Location

The Emery coal fi eld is located within Emery County in central Utah. The fi eld 
extends for about 35 mi in a northeast-southwest direction. The eastern edge of the fi eld 
is bounded by good exposures called the Coal Cliffs. The fi eld is bounded on the south 
by volcanic rocks on the Fish Lake Plateau, and is limited to the west by excessive depth 
beneath the Wasatch Plateau. The coal deposits extend into the subsurface to the north and 
the fi eld boundary is arbitrarily chosen near Price, Utah. We include the Ferron coal-bed 
gas play (fi g. 1) in this summary—(play 2052 Uinta Piceance–Emery of Rice, 1995).

Stratigraphy

Thicknesses of the Tununk and Ferron Sandstone Members of the Mancos Shale are 
from isopach maps from Ryer and McPhillips (1983) for the Emery coal fi eld and the 
Ferron play. Sequence stratigraphic studies of the unit have been completed by Gardner 
(1993).

Table.   Stratigraphy—Emery coal field. 
 

Stratigraphic units Depositional environment Thickness (ft) 

Mancos Shale   
 Blue Gate Member marine (part) 
 Ferron Sandstone  
     Member 

 
coastal plain/nearshore marine; coal 

 
55-830 

 Tununk Member marine 300-790 

Coal Deposits

The coal was fi rst described by Lupton (1916) and named, in ascending order, the A, 
B, C, D, G, I, J, L, and M. Isopach maps of the A, C, G, J, and I are shown in Ryer (1981), 
who also provides an excellent summary of the associated depositional environments of 
the Ferron coal-bearing interval in the Emery fi eld. These isopachs show a pod shape for 
most of the Ferron coal deposits.

Coal Quality

The rank of the coal is high-volatile bituminous B, and mean values of ash and sulfur 
contents are summarized below (Tabet, in press). The data, based on about 75 samples, 
are from the A, C, G, and I beds.

Table.   Coal in Ferron Sandstone Member. 

[Values reported on an as-received basis] 

Ash content 
(percent) 

Sulfur content 
(percent) 

Heating value 
(Btu/lb) 

8.20-14.54 0.78-1.26 11,275-12,179 
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Resources

The Ferron coals in the Emery coal fi eld proper are estimated to contain about 1.4 
billion short tons (Doelling, 1972, p. 437). An additional undetermined resource is present 
in the area around Price, Utah, where coal-bed methane is currently being produced in the 
Drunkard’s Wash fi eld (Gloyn and Sommer, 1993). The Drunkard’s Wash fi eld contains 
coal beds as much as 28 ft thick with overburden depths of between 100 and 2,500 ft 
(Bunnell and Hollberg, 1991).

Production History

As of 1996, cumulative production from the Emery fi eld was 270 million short tons; 
however, there has been no active mining since 1990 (Jahanbani, 1996).
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