PUGET SOUND GRECC FY 03 HIGHLIGHTS

I.  Collaboration With Other VA Entities

· Collaboration with Ming Tsuang, MD, PI  (Boston VA) and VA Cooperative Study Unit on Schizophrenia

· Noradrenergic activity in aging and Alzheimer’s disease.  A conjoint project with MIRECC (E. Peskind, PI)

· Gerard Schellenberg PhD collaboration with VISN 20 PADRECC.

II.  Aging Research

· Royalty Research Fund Award:  Computer data-based projects to assess association between diagnosed hypogonadism and depression. 

· Noradrenergic activity in aging and Alzheimer’s disease.  This is a conjoint project with MIRECC.

· Telemedicine project: to assess efficacy of diagnosing dementia via telemedicine.

· Collaboration with Ming Tsuang (Boston VA) and VA Cooperative Study Unit on Schizophrenia.

· Collaboration with Greg Cole, PhD (Sepulveda VA) on Alzheimer’s disease and animal models.

· NIH funded research on genetic factors in Alzheimer’s disease, anti-inflammatory agents as potential therapeutic agents for Alzheimer’s disease, role of insulin resistance in CNS aging and Alzheimer’s disease.

· NIH and industry funded research on generating animal models for neurodegenerative diseases.

· Alzheimer’s Disease Anti-inflammatory Prevention Trial: PI John Breitner, MD, MPH: Local site Coordinator Suzanne Craft, PhD

III.  Education and Training

· New this year:  2-3 psychiatry residents work in the GRECC clinic every week under 

the supervision of the Geropsychiatry attending.

· Weekly geropsychiatry conferences are held prior to the GRECC clinic.  This conference is attended by psychiatry residents, geropsychiatry fellows, geriatric medicine fellows and AD research assistants.

· A geropsychiatry didactics series for the UW psychiatry residents is organized and directed by GRECC faculty.  Geriatric medicine fellows spend one month of their VA rotation on the geropsych consult service.

· Weekly Alzheimer’s disease journal club and clinical pathologic conference.

· Seminar on “Transitional Research in Alzheimer’s Disease:  From the Bench to the Clinic.”

· Monthly Fellows Research Conference: Gives Fellows opportunity to present current research projects to senior faculty and staff.  Provides outstanding opportunity for feedback and mentorship of fellows.

IV.  Clinical Demonstrations Models/Best Practices

· Telemedicine “Can you diagnose dementia via telemedicine?”

· Patient Education “Can patient satisfaction be improved by providing additional education?”

V.  Dissemination of GRECC Products

· Once per month, aging related programs are shared via Vtel with all the facilities in VISN 20, and the State Veteran Homes.

· Once per month September through March, a research and clinical seminar series for staff at UW and VAPSHCS

· GRECC research activities have been presented at the annual AAGP meeting, the GSA meeting, and other major meetings around the country and around the globe.

· GRECC investigators have publication in over 40 scientific journals.

