











Veterans Benefits Administration		M21-1MR, Part VII


Department of Veterans Affairs		Change 1 Erratum


Washington, DC  20420	                                                               	April 28, 2003




















	Veterans Benefits Administration Manual M21-1MR, Part VII, Change 1 is changed as follows:





	Transmittal Sheet:  Delete “Pages 4-11 through 4-14” and insert “Pages 4-11 through 4-15”.





	Page 4-15 should be removed.






























































LOCAL REPRODUCTION AUTHORIZED





Distribution:  RPC:  2068 


FD:			 EX:  ASO and AR (included in RPC 2068)
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Veterans Benefits Administration					M21-1MR, Part VII


Department of Veterans Affairs 						Change 1


Washington, DC  20420							March 25, 2003





Transmittal Sheet 


 


M21-1MR, 


Part VII





Manual Rewrite Version in Information Mapping Style�



Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1MR, Part VII, Chapter 4, “Plot Allowance,” is changed as follows:





Pages 4-11 through 4-15: Remove these pages and substitute 4-11 through 4-14.





Paragraphs 4.6.a. and 4.6.b. are revised, and paragraph 4.6.c. deleted, to clarify the provision of Public Law 106-419, Section 333, that permits a claim for plot allowance for veterans buried in State veterans cemeteries in which Reserve members are also buried.  The reference to the State cemetery in Mandan, North Dakota, (4.6.b.)is removed, as it appears to suggest this is the only cemetery where this provision applies.  While it may be the only State cemetery currently affected by this exception, the provision nonetheless applies to any State cemetery.  The relevant information in 4.6.c. is now incorporated in paragraphs 4.6.a. and 4.6.b. �
�
 


Authority�
By Direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits�
�
 








Signature�









Ronald J. Henke,  Director, Compensation and Pension Service�
�
 


Rescissions	None


	________________________________________________________________





Distribution�
Distribution:  RPC:  2068


FD:  	          EX:  ASO and AR (included in RPC 2068)





LOCAL REPRODUCTION AUTHORIZED�
�
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Veterans Benefits Administration					M21-1MR, Part VII


Department of Veterans Affairs 						Change 2


Washington, DC  20420							Erratum


June 20, 2003


Transmittal Sheet 


 


M21-1MR, 


Part VII





Manual Rewrite Version in Information Mapping Style�



Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1MR, Part VII, Chapter 5, “Memorialization,” is changed as follows:





This erratum corrects the pages to be replaced and also identifies one page of the table of contents which is also replaced.





Page 1-iii:  Remove this page and substitute with page 1-iii, attached.





Pages 5-A-3 through 5-A-10; 5-B-3 through 5-B-5; 5-C-1 through 5-C-10; and 5-D-1 through 5-D-3:  Remove these pages and substitute 5-A-3 through 5-A-11; 5-B-3 through 5-B-6; 5-C-1 through 5-C-11; and 5-D-1 through 5-D-3.





Paragraphs A.1.c, B.3.b, C.4.a and D.7.b prohibit providing Presidential Memorial Certificates, flags to drape caskets, and headstone markers, as well as interment or memorialization in a national cemetery, for persons convicted of Federal or State capital crimes.  This pertains to cases of Federal capital crimes where the individual has been sentenced to death or life imprisonment; and for State capital crimes, where the individual has been sentenced to death or life imprisonment without parole.  All the above prohibitions apply only if written notice of conviction is received prior to receipt of an application for interment or memorialization.  For purposes of all the above benefits, the prohibition also includes persons who have committed such a crime but have not been convicted by reason of being unavailable for trial due to death or flight to avoid prosecution.





Paragraphs C.4.b and c amend the effective date to September 11, 2001, for the furnishing of government headstones for marked graves in private cemeteries.





Paragraph C.5.b. is revised to show that the correct link in the Reference is M21-1MR, Part VII, 5.C.6.c.  





This change incorporates the provisions of Public Laws 105-116 and 


107-330, the Veterans Benefits Act of 2002.�
�
 


Authority�
By Direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits�
�
 








Signature�






Ronald J. Henke,  Director, Compensation and Pension Service�
�
 





Rescissions	None


	________________________________________________________________





Distribution�
Distribution:  RPC:  2068


FD:  	          EX:  ASO and AR (included in RPC 2068)





LOCAL REPRODUCTION AUTHORIZED�
�
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Veterans Benefits Administration					M21-1MR, Part VII


Department of Veterans Affairs 						Change 2


Washington, DC  20420							April 2, 2003








Transmittal Sheet 


 


M21-1MR, 


Part VII





Manual Rewrite Version in Information Mapping Style�



Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1MR, Part VII, Chapter 5, “Memorialization,” is changed as follows:





Pages 5-A-3 through 5-A-11; 5-B-3 through 5-B-6; 5-C-1 through 5-C-11; and 5-D-1 through 5-D-2:  Remove these pages and substitute 5-A-3 through 5-A-11; 5-B-3 through 5-B-6; 5-C-1 through 5-C-11; and 5-D-1 through 5-D-2.





Paragraphs A.1.c, B.3.b, C.4.a and D.7.b prohibit providing Presidential Memorial Certificates, flags to drape caskets, and headstone markers, as well as interment or memorialization in a national cemetery, for persons convicted of Federal or State capital crimes.  This pertains to cases of Federal capital crimes where the individual has been sentenced to death or life imprisonment; and for State capital crimes, where the individual has been sentenced to death or life imprisonment without parole.  All the above prohibitions apply only if written notice of conviction is received prior to receipt of an application for interment or memorialization.  For purposes of all the above benefits, the prohibition also includes persons who have committed such a crime but have not been convicted by reason of being unavailable for trial due to death or flight to avoid prosecution.





Paragraphs C.4.b and c amend the effective date to September 11, 2001, for the furnishing of government headstones for marked graves in private cemeteries.





Paragraph C.5.b. is revised to show that the correct link in the Reference is M21-1MR, Part VII, 5.C.6.c.  





This change incorporates the provisions of Public Laws 105-116 and 


107-330, the Veterans Benefits Act of 2002.�
�
 


Authority�
By Direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits�
�
 








Signature�






Ronald J. Henke,  Director, Compensation and Pension Service�
�
 





Rescissions	None


	________________________________________________________________





Distribution�
Distribution:  RPC:  2068


FD:  	          EX:  ASO and AR (included in RPC 2068)





LOCAL REPRODUCTION AUTHORIZED�
�






�
Veterans Benefits Administration					        M21-1MR, Part VII


Department of Veterans Affairs 							           Change 3


Washington, DC  20420								    May 20, 2004








Transmittal Sheet 


 


M21-1MR, 


Part VII





�



Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1MR, Part VII, Chapter 4, “Plot Allowance,” is changed as follows:





Pages 4-5 through 4-6:  Remove this page and substitute 4-5 and 4-6, attached.  





Paragraph 3.b. is revised to incorporate language under Public Law 108-183 that entitles States to the plot allowance for the interment of peacetime veterans and veterans who died as a result of service-connected disabilities.  Receipt by the veteran’s estate or family of the service-connected burial benefit does not preclude payment of the plot allowance if the veteran is buried in a state cemetery.








�
�
 


Authority�
By Direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits�
�
 








Signature�






Carolyn F. Hunt,  Acting Director, Compensation and Pension Service�
�
 





Rescissions	None


	__________________________________________________________





Distribution�
Distribution:  RPC:  2068


FD:  	          EX:  ASO and AR (included in RPC 2068)





LOCAL REPRODUCTION AUTHORIZED�
�
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Veterans Benefits Administration						M21-1MR, Part VII


Department of Veterans Affairs 							Change 4


Washington, DC  20420								July 2, 2004








Transmittal Sheet 


 


M21-1MR, 


Part VII





Manual Rewrite Version in Information Mapping Style�
Veteran’s  Benefits Manual M21-1MR, Burial Benefits, is changed as follows:





Remove pages: 5-B-1 through 5-B-6; 5-C-1 through 5-C-11; and 5-D-1 through 


5-D-3.





Substitute pages: 5-B-1 through 5-B-7; 5-C-1 through 5-C-12; and 5-D-1 through 


5-D-5.�
�
 


Changes Included in This Chapter�
In Chapter 5, “Memorialization,” Paragraph 5.B.3.a. is revised to clarify the term “Mexican Border Period” for purposes of burial flag eligibility.  This paragraph is also revised to make the distinction that members of the Selected Reserve who would not have qualified under other conditions may yet be eligible under certain additional criteria.





Paragraph 5.B.3.b. is revised by deleting “a veteran whose last discharge from service was under conditions less favorable than honorable, or,” a statement which applies to Selected Reserve eligibility under 5.B.3.a.  5.B.3.b. is further revised to include restrictions on burial flags for persons convicted of specified offenses involving subversive activities.  


 


5.C.4.a., “Veteran Eligibility Requirements” is now titled “a. Who Is Eligible.”   5.C.4.b., “Who Is Not Eligible” has been added, and all that was formerly covered under Prohibitions in a. is now covered in b.  To b. is also added the restriction against providing government headstones and markers for persons convicted of specified offenses involving subversive activities.  All subsequent paragraphs are renumbered.





Paragraph 5.D.7.b. is now titled “Who Is Eligible.”  5.D.7.c., “Who Is Not Eligible,” is added.  The preclusions under Public Law 105-116, formerly in b., are now in c.  5.D.7.c. is further revised to include prohibitions against burial in a national cemetery for persons convicted of specified offenses involving subversive activities.  All subsequent paragraphs are renumbered. �
�



Rescissions�
None.�
�
 									


Authority�
By Direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits�
�
 


�



Veterans Benefits Administration						M21-1MR, Part VII


Department of Veterans Affairs 							Change 4


Washington, DC  20420								July 2, 2004








Signature�









Carolyn F. Hunt, Acting Director 


Compensation and Pension Service�
�
 


Distribution�
RPC:  2068


FD:  EX:  ASO and AR (included in RPC 2068)





LOCAL REPRODUCTION AUTHORIZED�
�
�
Veterans Benefits Administration					M21-1MR, Part VII


Department of Veterans Affairs 						Chapter 5, Section A


Washington, DC  20420							February 2, 2005





Transmittal Sheet 


 


M21-1MR, 


Part VII, Chapter 5, Section A





�
Veteran’s  Benefits Manual M21-1MR, Part VIII, Chapter 5, Section A, “Presidential Memorial Certificates”, is changed as follows:





Page 5-A-6 is updated in this change.





Note:  M21-1MR changes are released at the chapter or section level.  Change numbers will no longer be assigned to M21-1MR changes.  The date of the change will continue to show in the “Change Date” block located on the first page of each topic.  Section A has been reformatted to include the “Change Date” block.�
�
 


Changes Included in This Section�
Part VII, 5.A.2.b. adds language emphasizing accuracy in spelling, punctuation and letter case when inputting the veteran’s name and the addressee information for Presidential Memorial Certificates.  Included are instructions 


never to use all capital letters when inputting information in the “veteran’s name” field but to use upper and lower case, and 


to correct  the veteran’s name in BIRLS, if necessary, once PMC processing is completed.�
�
 


Rescissions�
None�
�
  									


Authority�
By Direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits�
�
  


Signature�






Renée L. Szybala, Director


Compensation and Pension Service�
�
 


Distribution�
RPC:  2068


FD:  EX:  ASO and AR (included in RPC 2068)





LOCAL REPRODUCTION AUTHORIZED�
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�
Veterans Benefits Administration                                                                            M21-1MR, Part VII 


Department of Veterans Affairs                                                                               April 26, 2005   


Washington, DC  20420                                                                                             	





Transmittal Sheet 


 


M21-1MR, 


Part VII





�
Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1MR, Part VII, “Burial Benefits,” is changed as follows:





All of Part VII has been updated in this change.  Formatting changes are made throughout Part VII to conform to M21-1MR publication standards.  As a result, the majority of the pages have been renumbered.  





Note:  Change numbers will no longer be assigned to M21-1MR changes.  The date of the change will continue to show in the “Change Date” block located on the first page of each topic.





Note:  “TBD” (to be determined) after a reference indicates that the referenced material is located in a part of M21-1MR that has not yet been published.�
�
 


Changes Included in This Part�



1.A.2.d is revised to clarify situations in which a medical school donation may be considered a recognized method of disposing of remains.  A reference to M21-1MR, Part VII, 1.A.3.b, is added.





1.A.3.b is revised to reflect that burial benefits may be paid for a medical school donation only if the medical school furnishes a receipted bill for burial expenses, or submits a statement indicating that the remains would not be returned and a receipted bill for associated charges, such as transportation.





1.B.5.c is revised to remove “TBD” from a reference to M21-1, Part V.





1.B.5.d is revised to remove “TBD” from current references to M21-1, Part III and Part IV and insert M21-1MR “TBD” references.





1.D.13.d and 1.D.13.e are revised to replace references to a rescinded paragraph of M21-1 with M21-1MR, Part III, Subpart ii, 5.F.28.f.


�
�
Continued on next page


�
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Transmittal Sheet, Continued


 


� STYLEREF "Block Label" �Changes Included in This Part� (continued)�
1.D.16.b is revised to replace references to M21-1MR, Part VIII, 4.16 and a rescinded paragraph of M21-1 with M21-1MR, Part VIII, 4.15. 





2.B.7.a is revised to clarify that all applications for burial benefits should be reviewed for possible entitlement to the service-connected burial allowance (as opposed to being considered claims for this benefit).  A reference to M21-1MR, Part III, Subpart ii, 7.5.c., is added.





2.B.7.c is revised to insert an M21-1MR “TBD” reference in Step 1 in the table.





2.B.9.a is revised to insert an M21-1MR “TBD” reference.





The M21-1MR reference in 2.B.10.a is changed to M21-1MR, Part VIII, 4.11.





4.7.b is revised to replace references to a rescinded paragraph of M21-1 with M21-1MR, Part III, Subpart ii, 4.





A reference to M21-1MR, Part III, Subpart vi, 5.B.5, is added to 5.B.3.b.





A note is added to 5.B.3.h to provide instructions to mail a copy of VA Pamphlet 21-02-1, VA Benefits for Survivors, to all next of kin identified on applications for burial flags.  A reference to M21-1MR, Part III, Subpart ii, 7.5.c., is also added.





5.C.4.b and 5.D.7.c are revised to insert M21-1MR “TBD” references.


�
�
 


�
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Department of Veterans Affairs                                                                               April 26, 2005   


Washington, DC  20420                                                                                             


Transmittal Sheet, Continued





Rescissions�
Change 1, 2, 2 Erratum, 3, and 4; Change dated February 2, 2005�
�
 


Authority�
By Direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits�
�
 


Signature�






Renée L. Szybala, Director


Compensation and Pension Service�
�
 


Distribution�
RPC:  2068


FD:  EX:  ASO and AR (included in RPC 2068)





LOCAL REPRODUCTION AUTHORIZED�
�
 


  


 


 


 





