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conch, whelk, hermit crabs (soldier 
crabs), seashells, corals, dead coral, sea 
fans, sponges and all associated reef in-
vertebrates, plants, fruits and seeds, 
firewood, driftwood, rocks, sand, gas, 
oil, and minerals. 

(b) Marine operations. No dredging, 
excavating or filling operations of any 
kind are permitted, and no equipment, 
structures, byproducts or excavated 
materials associated with such oper-
ations may be deposited in or on the 
waters or ashore within the boundaries 
of the Monument. 

(c) Wrecks. No person shall destroy 
molest, remove, deface, displace or 
tamper with wrecked or abandoned wa-
terborne craft of any type or condition, 
or any cargo pertaining thereto, unless 
permitted in writing by an authorized 
official of the National Park Service. 

(d) Boats. (1) No watercraft shall op-
erate in such a manner, nor shall an-
chors or any other mooring device be 
cast or dragged or placed, so as to 
strike or otherwise cause damage to 
any underwater features. 

(2) Anchoring or maneuvering 
watercraft within the waters that con-
tain underwater marked swimming 
trails and interpretive signs is prohib-
ited. 

(3) Anchoring is prohibited except by 
permit issued by the Superintendent 
for deep sand bottom areas or for ad-
ministrative purposes. 

(4) Anchoring will be allowed in 
emergency situations only to protect 
life and property. 

(5) All watercraft, carrying pas-
sengers, for hire, shall comply with ap-
plicable regulations and laws of the 
U.S. Coast Guard and Territory of the 
Virgin Islands. 

(e) Fishing. (1) All forms of fishing are 
prohibited including, but not limited 
to, spearfishing, rod and reel, hand- 
line, nets, gill or trammel, traps or 
pots, snares, hooks, poison, cast nets, 
trawl, seine, and long-line. 

(2) The use or possession of any type 
of fishing equipment or any of the 
items listed in paragraph (a) of this 
section is prohibited within the bound-
aries of the Monument. 

[29 FR 17091, Dec. 15, 1964, as amended at 48 
FR 30295, June 30, 1983; 68 FR 16435, Apr. 4, 
2003] 

§ 7.74 Virgin Islands National Park. 

(a) [Reserved] 
(b) Marine operations. No dredging, 

excavating or filling operations of any 
kind are permitted, and no equipment, 
structures, byproducts or excavated 
materials associated with such oper-
ations may be deposited in or on the 
waters or ashore within the boundaries 
of the Park. 

(c) Wrecks. No person shall destroy, 
molest, remove, deface, displace or 
tamper with wrecked or abandoned wa-
terborne craft of any type or condition, 
or any cargo pertaining thereto unless 
permitted in writing by an authorized 
official of the National Park Service. 

(d) Boats. (1) No watercraft shall be 
operated in such a manner, nor shall 
anchors or any other mooring device be 
cast or dragged or placed, so as to 
strike or otherwise cause damage to 
any underwater features. 

(2) Anchoring or maneuvering 
watercraft within the waters that con-
tain underwater marked swimming 
trails and interpretive signs is prohib-
ited. 

(3) Vessels desiring to enter Trunk 
Bay must enter and depart between the 
two outer buoys delineating the pre-
scribed anchorage area, and shall an-
chor within described area, and no 
other, making sure the vessel will lie 
within this area regardless of wind or 
sea conditions: Except, that hand-pro-
pelled craft may be used to transport 
passengers and equipment between the 
anchorage area and the beach. 

(4) All vessels carrying passengers for 
hire shall comply with applicable laws 
and regulations of the United States 
Coast Guard and Territory of the Vir-
gin Islands. 

(e) Fishing. (1) Taking of fishes or any 
other marine life in any way except 
with rod or line, the rod or line being 
held in the hand, is prohibited: Pro-
vided, That fish may be taken by pots 
or traps of conventional Virgin Islands 
design and not larger than five feet at 
the greatest dimension, and bait fish 
may be taken by nets of no greater 
overall length than 20 feet and of mesh 
not larger than 1 inch stretched: Pro-
vided further, That paragraphs (e) (3), 
(4), and (5) of this section shall apply. 
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(2) The use or possession of any type 
of spearfishing equipment within the 
boundaries of the park is prohibited. 

(3) The species of crustaceans known 
as Florida Spiny Lobster (Panulirus 
argus) may be taken by hand or hand- 
held hook. No person shall take female 
lobsters with eggs; or take more than 
two lobsters per person per day; or 
have in possession more than two days’ 
limit: Provided, That paragraph (e)(5) of 
this section shall apply. 

(4) Species of mollusks commonly 
known as whelks and conchs may be 
taken by hand. No person shall take 
more than two conchs or one gallon of 
whelks, or both, per day, or have in 
possession more than two days’ limit: 
Provided, That paragraph (e)(5) of this 
section shall apply. 

(5) All known means of taking fish, 
crustaceans, mollusks, turtles, or other 
marine life are prohibited in Trunk 
Bay and in other waters containing un-
derwater signs and markers. 

[29 FR 17091, Dec. 15, 1964, as amended at 48 
FR 30296, June 30, 1983] 

§ 7.75 Padre Island National Seashore. 
(a) Off-road motor vehicle and motor-

cycle operation. (1) The following regu-
lations pertain to the operation of 
motor vehicles and motorcycles off es-
tablished roads and parking areas. The 
operation of such vehicles and motor-
cycles is subject also to the applicable 
provisions of part 4 of this chapter and 
paragraphs (e) and (g) of this section. 

(i) No person may operate a motor 
vehicle or motorcycle without a valid 
operator’s license or learner’s permit 
in his possession; an operator who has 
a learner’s permit must be accom-
panied by an adult who has a valid op-
erator’s license; a driver’s license or 
learner’s permit must be displayed 
upon the request of any authorized per-
son. 

(ii) In addition to the requirements of 
§ 4.10 of this chapter, every motor vehi-
cle and motorcycle must have an oper-
able horn, windshield wiper or wipers 
(except motorcycles), brake light or 
lights, and rearview mirror. 

(iii) Motor vehicles and motorcycles 
must have valid license plates. 

(iv) Every motor vehicle and motor-
cycle must have a valid State vehicle 
inspection certificate when such cer-

tificate is required for highway use in 
the State in which the vehicle is li-
censed. 

(v) When two motor vehicles or mo-
torcycles meet on the beach, the oper-
ator of the vehicle in southbound traf-
fic shall yield the right-of-way, where 
necessary, by turning out of the track 
to the right. 

(2) Off-road motor vehicle and motor-
cycle use areas and routes. The following 
routes and areas are open to such vehi-
cles: (i) Travel is permitted on all of 
the beach adjacent to the Gulf of Mex-
ico, except for the approximately 41⁄2 
miles of beach between the North and 
South Beach Access Roads. 

(ii) The route west of Big Shell 
Beach, locally known as the Back 
Road. This route begins on the beach 
adjacent to the Gulf of Mexico approxi-
mately three miles south of 
Yarborough Pass and returns to the 
beach approximately 15 miles south of 
Yarborough Pass. 

(iii) The route beginning on the 
beach adjacent to the Gulf of Mexico 
approximately 11 miles south of 
Yarborough Pass and ending with its 
intersection with the Back Road ap-
proximately one mile west of the 
beach. This route is locally known as 
the Dunn Ranch Road. 

(iv) Travel is permitted in an area 
within 200 feet of the north bank of the 
Mansfield Channel, beginning on the 
beach adjacent to the Gulf of Mexico 
and ending approximately 3⁄4 mile west 
of the beach. 

(b) Hunting. (1) Hunting is prohibited, 
except that during the open season pre-
scribed by State and Federal agencies, 
the hunting of waterfowl is allowed 
upon the waters of Laguna Madre 
wherever a floating vessel of any type 
is capable of being operated, at what-
ever tide level may exist. Provided, 
however, that the waters surrounding 
North and South Bird Islands and other 
designated rookery islands are closed 
to all hunting as posted. Hunting, 
where authorized, is allowed in accord-
ance with all applicable Federal, State 
and local laws for the protection of 
wildlife. 

(2) The erecting of a structure for use 
as a hunting blind is prohibited except 
that a temporary blind may be used 
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