New Air Quality Alert Product

Beginning Monday August 13, 2007 the National Weather Service forecast office in Hanford will begin issuing Air Quality Alert (AQA) messages, as necessary. The product identifier is as follows:

NODE
AWIPS ID      WMO HEADER
SFO     AQAHNX       AEUS76 KHNX

The AQA is a means for relaying important air quality information from the 
San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution Control District (Valley Air District). 
The product type line in the mass news disseminator header block will be 
“Air Quality Alert Message”. Issuance of an AQA will cause the clickable forecast map on the Hanford NWS web site (weather.gov/Hanford) to turn gray over the affected area.
The AQA is an event-driven product. It is issued when the Valley Air District relays messages which meet or exceed standards for poor air quality.

A description of the AQA product and a static product example can be found online at:

     http://www.weather.gov/os/notification/resources/aqa.htm

