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INTRODUCTION 

The o n l y  s i t e  i n  t h e  main Hawai ian  I s l a n d s  w i t h  a wel l -documented 
h i s t o r y  o f  n e s t i n g  sea t u r t l e s  i s  P o l i h u a ,  a mi l e - long  w h i t e  s a n d  b e a c h  on  
t h e  n o r t h e r n  s h o r e  of L a n a i  ( F i g .  1). 
t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  Hawai ian  p l a c e  name i s  d e s c r i p t i v e  o f  e g g s  on a b e a c h  
( P o l i - h u a ,  l i t e r a l l y  "eggs i n  bosom," Puku i  e t  a l .  1976). The a v a i l a b l e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  P o l i h u a  was a n  i m p o r t a n t  b r e e d i n g  s i t e  f o r  t h e  
Hawai ian  g r e e n  t u r t l e ,  C h e l o n i a  mydas, u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  1800's OK e a r l y  
1900's.  A t  p r e s e n t ,  v e r y  l i t t l e  n e s t i n g  h a s  b e e n  r e p o r t e d  t h e r e  o r  
anywhere  e l se  i n  t h e  main Hawaiian I s l a n d s .  Most o f  t h e  e x t a n t  n e s t i n g  by 
g r e e n  t u r t l e s  i n  Hawaii. t a k e s  p l a c e  a t  F r e n c h  F r i g a t e  S h o a l s ,  300 miles t o  
t h e  n o r t h w e s t  o f  Kaua i  ( F i g .  1). Green t u r t l e s  s e a s o n a l l y  m i g r a t e  t o  t h i s  
small i s o l a t e d  s i t e  f r o m  r e s i d e n t  c o a s t a l  f o r a g i n g  p a s t u r e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
Hawai ian  A r c h i p e l a g o  (Elalazs 1980). Before 1786 ,  F rench  F r i g a t e  S h o a l s  
a p p e a r s  t o  have been  unknown, and t h e r e f o r e  u n e x p l o i t e d ,  by t h e  p e o p l e  of 
Hawaii. The a r e a  i s  c u r r e n t l y  p r o t e c t e d  as  a N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  Refuge.  
The h a w k s b i l l ,  Eretmochielys i m b r i c a t a ,  i s  a second s p e c i e s  of sea t u r t l e  
t h a t  n e s t s  i n  t h e  Hawai ian  I s l a n d s ,  b u t  s o l e l y  i n  t h e  main i s l a n d s  i n  small 
numbers on a few v o l c a n i c  b l a c k  sand  b e a c h e s  ( B a l a z s  1978). 

T h i s  i s  a l so  t h e  o n l y  l o c a t i o n  where  

T h e r e  a r e  no  r e p o r t s  summar iz ing  t h e  e x i s t i n g  knowledge a b o u t  P o l i h u a  
and sea t u r t l e s ,  a l thoulgh t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e  b e a c h  has  been  p o i n t e d  
o u t  i n  r e c e n t  p u b l i c a t i o n s  ( B a l a z s  1975,  1980). 
s t a t u s  of sea t u r t l e s  u n d e r  t h e  "OS. Endangered S p e c i e s  Act,  a s y n t h e s i s  o f  
h i s t o r i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  P o l i h u a  and t h e  a d j a c e n t  c o a s t l i n e  o f  n o r t h e r n  
L a n a i  may b e  h e l p f u l  to1 t h e  r e c o v e r y  of t h e  Hawai ian  s t o c k .  FOK exampleg  
P o l i h u a  c o u l d  p r o v e  t o  b e  o n e  of t h e  b e s t  p l a c e s  i n  Hawaii t o  d o  
e x p e r i m e n t a l  r e s t o c k i n g  o f  g r e e n  t u r t l e s  aimed a t  r e e s t a b l i s h i n g  a n e s t i n g  
co lony .  

I n  v iew o f  t h e  p r o t e c t e d  

REVIEW OF HISTORICAL LITERATURE 

Hawai ian  f o l k l o r e  re la tes  t h a t  P o l i h u a  p l a y e d  a k e y  ro l e  i n  t h e  
a r r i v a l  o f  sea t u r t l e s  t o  Hawai ian  waters. Beckwith (1970) t e l l s  t h e  
l e g e n d  o f  A ia i ,  t h e  f i s h  demigod,  "marking" a s t o n e  a t  Kaena,  t h e  
n o r t h w e s t e r n  p o i n t  o f  L a n a i  ( F i g .  1). T h i s  s t o n e  t h e n  t u r n e d  i n t o  t h e  
f i r s t  Hawai ian  sea t u r t l e ,  t h e r e b y  e x p l a i n i n g  why t u r t l e s  come t o  n e a r b y  
P o l i h u a  t o  l a y  t h e i r  e g g s  (see a l s o  Puku i  e t  a l .  1976). Tabrah  (1976) 
l i s t s  p a r t  o f  a n  a n c i e n t  Hawai ian  c h a n t  as  "Ua ono o P e l e  i k a n a  i ' i a  o k a  
h o w  o P o l i h u a , ' '  which Ps t r a n s l a t e d  as " D e l i g h t e d ,  t h e  F i r e  Goddess  ( P e l e )  
feasts  on f l e s h  o f  t u r t l e s  f rom Egg-nest  Cape." The l i n e s  of t h i s  c h a n t  
are s a i d  t o  " . . . c e l e b r a t e  t h e  fame of  t h e  t u r t l e s  who l a y  t h e i r  e g g s  a t  
t h a t  p o i n t  of t h e  coast  c a l l e d  P o l i h u a "  (see a l so  Emerson 1915; F o r n a n d e r  
1919-1920; Emory 1924). 
ne'e o P o l i h u a , "  t r a n s l a t e d  as  "The moving t u r t l e s  of Po l ihua . "  

Puku i  (1983) r e c o r d s  t h e  Hawai ian  p r o v e r b  "Na ~ O R U  

Emory (1924) d e s c r i b e s  two a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s i t es  on t h e  east s i d e  of 
P o l i h u a  V a l l e y  t h a t  are  b e l i e v e d  t o  b e  f i s h e r m e n ' s  s h r i n e s  ( k o a ) .  
f o r  t h e i r  p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h e  b e a c h  and o c e a n ,  no  d i r e c t  e v i d e n c e  was g i v e n  t o  
r e l a t e  e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e  s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e s  t o  sea t u r t l e s .  A t  Kaena - ik i ,  j u s t  
s o u t h  of Kaena,  Emory (1924) l i s t s  a r e l i g i o u s  s t o n e  p l a t f o r m  ( h e i a u )  s a i d  
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t o  b e  o n e  of t h e  l a r g e s t  o f  i t s  k i n d  on L a n a i .  
d e t e r m i n e  a name f o r  t h e  h e i a u  s i n c e  no  one  had l i v e d  i n  t h i s  r e g i o n  o f  t h e  
i s l a n d  f o r  many y e a r s .  

Emory (1924)  was u n a b l e  t o  

A ser ies  o f  Hawaiian newspaper  a r t i c l e s  by K a h a u l e l i o  (19021,  l a t e r  
t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  E n g l i s h  by Mary K. P u k u i ,  c o n t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  P o l i h u a  
from t h e  mid- t o  l a t e - l 8 0 0 ' s ,  f o l l o w i n g  a b o l i t i o n  of t h e  Hawai ian  "kapu 
system."  The r e l e v a n t  s e c t i o n s  of t h e  K a h a u l e l i o  (1902)  a c c o u n t  a re  as 
f o l l o w s :  

" P o l i h u a  a t  L a n a i  was a v e r y  famous p l a c e  f o r  t u r t l e  
c a t c h i n g .  The n a t i v e s  c a t c h  them on t h e  s a n d  s h o r e  i f  t h e y  need 
meat. S t r a n g e r s  do  t o o ,  when t h e y  want t o  v i s i t  and see f o r  
t h e m s e l v e s  and i f  t h e y  wanted some t o  eat .  I t  was a good t h i n g  
t o  see t h i s  famous f i s h  of t h e  b i r t h p l a c e  o f  my b e l o v e d  m o t h e r  
who h a s  p r e c e d e d  u s  yonde r  when your writer  was b u t  a wee c h i l d .  
T h i s  was t h e  f i s h  t h a t  Pahulu a s k e d  t h e  gods  n o t  t o  a l l o w  it t o  
have any  i r r i t a t i o n  i n  i t s  f l i p p e r  o r  t a i l .  ... Yes, when you 
g e t  t o  P o l i h u a  t o  c a t c h  t u r t l e s ,  you need a l l  your  s t r e n g t h .  It 
i s  done  thus--go t o  P o l i h u a  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g  and s l e e p  t h e r e  a n d  i n  
t h e  e a r l y  morn ing ,  i n  t h e  t w i l i g h t ,  draw c lose  t o  t h e  edge  o f  t h e  
clumps of g r a s s  a d j o i n i n g  t h e  s a n d s  and t h e r e  you w i l l  see l a r g e  
female t u r t l e s  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  sea. Run as  f a s t  as you c a n  t o  
r e a c h  a t u r t l e ,  s t e p  w i t h  y o u r  l e f t  f o o t  on t h e  l e f t  f l i p p e r  o f  
t h e  t u r t l e  a n d  t u r n  t h e  t u r t l e  o v e r  w i t h  y o u r  hands  w i t h  a l l  your  
m i g h t .  If  you s u c c e e d  i n  t u r n i n g  i t  o v e r ,  you are  g o i n g  t o  eat 
some t u r t l e  meat b u t  i f  you f a i l ,  y o u ' l l  f i n d  y o u r s e l f  i n  t h e  
sea, Your wri ter  h a s  b e e n  accustomed as h e  went t o  sea 
f r e q u e n t l y  i o  s e e i n g  t u r t l e s  g a t h e r e d  c lose  t o  t h e  r e e f .  A t  t h e  
time t h a t  you see t h e  t u r t l e s  coming up t o  b r e a t h e ,  p a d d l e  s o f c l y  
u n t i l  you a r e  v e r y  close. The t u r t l e  w i l l  d i v e  downward and  t h e n  
y o u ' l l  d i s t i n g u i s h  i t  c l e a r l y .  Dive down and c a t c h  i t ,  t u r n  i t  
over as q u i c k l y  as  p o s s i b l e  and  i t  becomes v e r y  l i g h t  and e a s y  t o  
l a n d  o n  t h e  canoe.  T h i s  seems t o  b e  t h e  method used  by most o f  
t h e  p e o p l e  who r e l i s h  t h e  g r e e n i s h  l u a u  meat i n  a t u r t l e .  §till 
t h e  easiest  way t o  c a t c h  a t u r t l e  i s  by s p e a r i n g  i t  and i f  o n e  
s p e a r e d  them a t  P o l i h u a  one  c a u g h t  several  times f o u r  o f  them.'' 

A d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t u r t l e s  a t  P o l i h u a  i s  a l s o  g i v e n  in Gay (1965)  f o r  
t h e  e a r l y  1 9 0 0 ' s .  Gay (1965)  s ta tes :  " P o l i h u a  i s  l o c a t e d  n e a r  Kaena P o i n t  
on t h e  n o r t h w e s t  coast  o f  Lana i .  It was t h e r e  t h a t  t h e  t u r t l e s  l a i d  t h e i r  
e g g s  i n  t h e  s a n d  above  t h e  h igh -wa te r  mark. I have s e e n  t u r t l e s  t h a t  
weighed i n  e x c e s s  of f ive  hundred pounds on t h i s  beach  and were c a p a b l e  o f  
c a r r y i n g  t h r e e  medium-sized pe r sons . "  

VERIFICATION OF SPECIES 

It i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  c o n f i r m  t h a t  t h e  s p e c i e s  n e s t i n g  a t  P o l i h u a  was t h e  
g r e e n  t u r t l e ,  s i n c e  t h i s  i s  n o t  c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  
c i t e d  above.  E v i d e n c e  for  t h e  g r e e n  t u r t l e  i n c l u d e s  t h e  c h a n t  q u o t e d  by 
Tabrah  (1976)  and  p r o v e r b  b y  P u k u i  (1983) r e f e r r i n g  t o  "honu" ( t h e  g r e e n  
t u r t l e )  as opposed  t o  h o n u ' e a ,  t h e  h a w k s b i l l  ( P u k u i  and  E l b e r t  1971) .  I n  
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a d d i t i o n ,  H a h a u l e l i o  (:1902) and Gay (1965)  ment ioned  t h e  l a r g e  s i z e  o f  t h e  
t u r t l e s  a t  P o l i h u a .  T h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  known s i z e  o f  
t h e  a d u l t  g r e e n  t u r t l e ,  b u t  n o t  t h e  smaller a d u l t  h a w k s b i l l .  Kalau le l io  
(1902)  a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  t u r t l e s  a t  P o l i h u a  were c a p t u r e d  f o r  f o o d ,  a 
p r a c t i c e  n o t  u s u a l l y  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  Hawaii w i t h  t h e  h a w k s b i l l  s i n c e  t h i s  
s p e c i e s  was c o n s i d e r e d  po i sonous  (Malo 1951) .  

REVIEW OF UNPUBLISHED INFORMATION 

S i n c e  1972,  I was a b l e  t o  g a t h e r  v a r i o u s  u n p u b l i s h e d  mater ia l  a b o u t  
P o l i h u a  t h r o u g h  p e r s o n a l  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  and i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  s e v e r a l  
l o n g t i m e  r e s i d e n t s  of Lana i .  
anonymous h e r e i n  t o  h e l p  i n s u r e  a c o n t i n u i n g  f low o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  and a l s o ,  
b e c a u s e  some a s p e c t s  may b e  c u l t u r a l l y  s e n s i t i v e .  The i n d i v i d u a l s  i n v o l v e d  
i n c l u d e  n a t i v e  Hawai ians ,  as  w e l l  as o t h e r  r e l i a b l e  members of t h e  L a n a i  
community. 

The names o f  t h e s e  i n f o r m a n t s  are  k e p t  

T h e  fo l lowj tng  in fo r rna t ioa .  comes f rom these  s o u r c e s .  

The s t o n e  image of a " t u r t l e  god" i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  b e  a t  P o l i h u a .  A t  
one  time, t h e  e x a c t  l o c a t i o n  was known by a t  l e a s t  one  e l d e r l y  p e r s o n ,  b u t  
windblown sand  h a s  appa i r en t ly  cove red  up t h e  s t o n e .  
t o  l o c a t e  t h e  s t o n e  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  s i n c e  s h i f t i n g  s a n d  may p e r i o d i c a l l y  
expose  it. The S U C C ~ S E L  o f  t h e s e  e f f o r t s  i s  unknown. T h e r e  a re  a l s o  
r e p o r t s  o f  a t u r t l e  pek rog lyph  l o c a t e d  a t  P o l i h u a ,  on o r  n e a r  a rocky  p o i n t  
a t  t h e  east  end o f  t h e  beach .  Sand was a l s o  r e p o r t e d  t o  s h i f t  back  and 
f o r t h  o v e r  t h i s  s i t e .  
t u r t l e  p e t r o g l y p h  are ,  i n  f a c t ,  o n e  and t h e  same. However, s t o n e  ' ' f i s h  
gods" ( k u u l a )  i n  the Hawaiian c u l t u r e  u s u a l l y  c o n s i s t e d  of a smooth u p r i g h t  
movable s t o n e .  I n  c o n t r a s t ,  p e t r o g l y p h s  were mos t ly  i n s c r i b e d  on l a r g e  
b o u l d e r s  o r  o t h e r  s t a t i o n a r y  r o c k .  
p e t r o g l y p h s  d e p i c t i n g  sea t u r t l e s  a p p e a r  on a b o u l d e r  a t  Luahiwa i n  t h e  
i n t e r i o r  of L a n a i  (Emory 1924) .  

E f f o r t s  have been  made 

It i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  s t o n e  " t u r t l e  god" and t h e  

Two o f  t h e  b e s t  known Hawaiian 

Two p e r s o n s  r e c a l l e d  from memory t h e  c a t c h i n g  of  t u r t l e s  on P o l i h u a  
The s h a r p  d e c l i n e  i n  n e s t i n g  d u r i n g  s u b s e q u e n t  Beach d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s .  

years h a s  been  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  r o a d s  and r e s u l t i n g  
t r a f f i c  t o  t h e  n o r t h  s h o r e .  A d i r t  r o a d  now l e a d s  d i r e c t l y  t o  P o l i h u a .  
O t h e r  p o s s i b l e  a d v e r s e  f a c t o r s  t o  n e s t i n g ,  which have a l s o  been  s p e c u l a t e d  
upon,  i n c l u d e  changes  i n  c o a s t a l  v e g e t a t i o n  and beavy e r o s i o n  a t  h i g h e r  
e l e v a t i o n s  ( B a l a z s  1975) .  

Known o r  a t t e m p t e d  n e s t i n g  d u r i n g  r e c e n t  years are l i s t e d  below. It 
i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  some of  these r e p o r t s  i n v o l v e  t u r t l e s  h a u l e d  o u t  t o  b a s k ,  
r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  n e s t .  Terrestrial b a s k i n g  i s  common i n  t h e  N o r t h w e s t e r n  
Hawaiian I s l a n d s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  F rench  F r i g a t e  S h o a l s ,  b u t  r a r e  i n  t h e  main 
i s l a n d s  o f  Hawaii and most o t h e r  areas o f  t h e  wor ld  (Whittow and B a l a z s  
1982) .  

- I n  1954 ,  a " t u r t l e  e g g s  n e s t "  was r e p o r t e d l y  s e e n  a t  P o l i h u a  "behind  
a l a r g e  sand  dune n e a r  a keawe tree." 

- I n  1968,  a t u r t l e  was s e e n  "up on a n o r t h  s h o r e  beach."  
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- I n  1971, a t u r t l e  was s e e n  r i g h t  a t  t h e  water 's  edge  a t  
Po 1 i h u a  . 

- On November 23,  1977 a t  1000, two l a r g e  g r e e n  t u r t l e s  were s e e n  
m a t i n g  i n  t h e  sea o f f  L a e h i  P o i n t ,  on t h e  n o r t h e a s t e r n  s h o r e  of 
L a n a i  ( F i g .  1). 

- On J u l y  3 1 ,  1981 a t  1300, two "very l a r g e  t u r t l e s "  were s e e n  a t  
P o l i h u a  ''20-30 y a r d s  up t h e  beach"  n e a r  some b o u l d e r s .  
s e e n .  The observer t r i e d  t o  t u r n  t h e  t u r t l e s  over,  b u t  t h e y  p roved  
t o  be too  heavy.  
t u r t l e  t racks o r  d i g g i n g  c o u l d  b e  found  when t h e  s i t e  was examined 
several  d a y s  l a t e r .  T h i s ,  a g a i n ,  may have  b e e n  d u e  t o  t h e  e f f e c t s  
of windblown s a n d .  It s h o u l d  be n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  b a s k i n g  b e h a v i o r  
p r e v i o u s l y  men t ioned  almost a l w a y s  o c c u r s  on s h o r e  w i t h i n  a few 
y a r d s  of t h e  water, a n d  n e v e r  20-30 y a r d s  i n l a n d .  

No e g g s  were 

"Lots  of t u r t l e s "  were s e e n  o f f s h o r e .  No s i g n s  of 

- I n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1983,  a l a r g e  t u r t l e  was s e e n  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  
morning  h o u r s  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  water a t  t h e  west end  of P o l i h u a .  
The t u r t l e ' s  t r acks  were t r a c e d  up t h e  b e a c h  a a d  l e d  t o  a mound of 
s a n d  (p resumab ly  a n e s t i n g  s i t e ) .  
t h e  o b s e r v e r .  A s u b s e q u e n t  r e p o r t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a h e l i c o p t e r  
service from Maui used  t h i s  same area of t h e  beach  t o  l a n d  t o u r i s t s .  
The p e r s o n  who communicated t h e  a b o v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  s t a t e d  h e  i s  

The area was l e f t  u n d i s t u r b e d  by  

conv inced"  t h a t  t u r t l e s  are a g a i n  n e s t i n g  o n  Lana i .  I 1  

- Dur ing  e a r l y  Augus t  of 1983, a l a r g e  t u r t l e  was s e e n  d u r i n g  t h e  
d a y t i m e  i n  t h e  i n t e r t i d a l  s h o r e l i n e  a t  Awalua, a b o u t  2 miles east of 
P o l i h u a .  The observer l e f t  t h e  s i t e  t o  t e l l  a n e a r b y  companion, b u t  
t h e  t u r t l e  was gone  when t h e y  r e t u r n e d .  

COASTAL FORAGING PASTURES 

Rich  c o a s t a l  f o r a g i n g  p a s t u r e s  f o r  g r e e n  t u r t l e s  are b e l i e v e d  t o  o c c u r  
a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h e r n  and  n o r t h e a s t e r n  s h o r e s  of Lana i .  
t h a t  when h e  l i v e d  o n  L a n a i ,  " t u r t l e s  were p l e n t i f u l  a l o n g  t h e  windward 
s i d e  of t h e  i s l a n d . "  

Gay (1965) ment ioned  

A s  q u o t e d  e a r l i e r ,  K a h a u l e l i o  (1902) sa id  t h a t :  ... if o n e  s p e a r e d  them a t  P o l i h u a  one  c a u g h t  several  times f o u r  of them." I1 

Dur ing  t h e  1960's and e a r l y  1970's, g r e e n  t u r t l e s  were i n t e n s i v e l y  
c a p t u r e d  o f f  L a n a i  f o r  commercial m a r k e t s  on Maui. P e r s o n s  i n v o l v e d  i n  
t h i s  f i s h e r y  commuted i n  small boa t s  be tween Maui and  t h e  m o s t l y  remote 
coas ta l  areas of Lana i .  
commercial c a t c h  r e p o r t :  "This  area i n  1948-1950 I used  t o  c a t c h  a t  l e a s t  
100 i n  4 t o  5 d a y s  f i s h i n g - - f o r  some r e a s o n  t h e r e  a r e  no  t u r t l e s  t h e r e  
now e I' 

I n  1968, a f i s h e r m a n  wrote  on  h i s  month ly  

Major a l g a l  food s o u r c e s  u s e d  by g r e e n  t u r t l e s  i n  L a n a i ' s  f o r a g i n g  
p a s t u r e s  c o n s i s t  of Amansia glomerata,  Acanthophora  sp ic i fe ra ,  and  
SarPassuim p o l m h y l l u m  (sometimes c a l l e d  "limu honu"). 
H a l o p h i l a  h a w a i i a n a ,  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d  from t h e  s tomach of a 96.5-em 
a d u l t  female g r e e n  t u r t l e  s p e a r e d  by  a f i s h e r m a n  i n  November 1978. 

The sea grass,  

T h i s  
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same a n i m a l  was found t o  have l a r g e  p i e c e s  o f  b l a c k  and w h i t e  p l a s t i c  b a g s  
packed t h r o u g h o u t  i ts  i n t e s t i n e s  ( B a l a z s  1980) .  

On Oc tobe r  28 ,  1982,  d i v e r s  f rom Molokai  v i s i t e d  Laewahie on L a n a i ' s  
n o r t h e r n  s h o r e  ( F i g .  1) .  An a g g r e g a t i o n  o f  g r e e n  t u r t l e s  was s e e n  i n  a b o u t  
6 m o f  w a t e r  j u s t  west o f  a prominent  f e r r o c o n c r e t e  sh ipwreck .  
t u r t l e s ,  a 56.5 c m  j u v e n i l e ,  was c a p t u r e d  by hand w h i l e  it was s l e e p i n g  
unde r  a Ifdge.  
r e l e a s e d .  

One o f  t h e  

The t u r t l e  was d o u b l e  t agged  (No. 6569,  6570)  and 

The c o a s t a l  f o r a g i n g  p a s t u r e s  of  n o r t h e r n  L a n a i  a p p e a r  t o  b e  a n  
a t t r a c t i v e  h a b i t a t  f o r  t h e  r e c r u i t m e n t  o f  young g r e e n  t u r t l e s .  
example ,  a %month o l d ,  33-cm g r e e n  t u r t l e  r e a r e d  i n  c a p t i v i t y  and r e l e a s e d  
i n  1974 o f f  Oahu was s p e a r e d  11 months l a t e r  o f f  n o r t h e r n  Lanai .  It  was 
found w i t h  a g r o u p  of  o t h e r  s imilar  s i z e d  t u r t l e s .  When t h e  f i s h e r m a n  s w a m  
i n t o  v iew,  a l l  o f  t h e  t u r t l e s  f l e d  eaccept t h e  c a p t i v e - r e a r e d  one  ( B a l a z s  
1980) .  

F o r  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

No s y s t e m a t i c  s u r v e y s  have been  u n d e r t a k e n  t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  
s t a t u s  o f  sea t u r t l e s  on t h e  beach  o r  i n  n e a r s h o r e  h a b i t a t  of P o l i h u a  and 
t h e  a d j a c e n t  c o a s t l i n e .  The e f f e c t  of  s h i f t i n g  s a n d s  from norma l ly  b r i s k  
t r a d e w i n d s  may b e  masking a g r e a t e r  l e v e l  of  n e s t i n g  t h a n  i s  now b e i n g  
r e p o r t e d  f rom chance  s i g h t i n g s .  P e r i o d i c  n i g h t t i m e  searches by a t r a i n e d  
o b s e r v e r  need t o  b e  made from May t h r o u g h  August t o  a c c u r a t e l y  q u a n t i f y  
n e s t i n g  a c t i v i t y .  A se r ies  of scuba  d i v i n g  s u r v e y s  s h o u l d  b e  c a r r i e d  o u t  
t o  g a i n  a b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  and numbers of  t u r t l e s  
dependen t  upon n o r t h e r n  L a n a i ' s  n e a r s h o r e  h a b i t a t .  

' B i l l  P u l e l o a ,  D i v i s i o n  o f  A q u a t i c  Resources ,  Department  o f  Laud and 
Natural  R e s o u r c e s ,  S t a t e  of  Hawaii, Kaunakakai ,  Molokai ,  p e r s .  commun., 
1982. 
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Figure 1.--The Hawaiian Archipelago and an enlarged inset of Lanai 
(Armstrong 1973). 




