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WAR I N  HOT CLIMATES --- 
By Charles Fitahugh Talman 
Authority on Meteorology 

I n  the  h i s t o r j  of warfare the re  Ere many p a r a l l e l s  t o  the hardships la te ly  

inflicted upon the I t a l i a n  invaders of Ethiopia  by t he  t o r r i d  climate. The French suf- 

fe red  terribly from t he  heat of the Egyptian desert in 1798, when, it i s  recorded, even 

such i n t r e p i d  so ld iers  as Lannes and Murat threw themselves on the sand and gave way 

t o  despair. 

Lord Yolseley's autobiography contains  s3me harrowing accounts of hot- 
s ,  

weather campaigning i n  India ,  Describing a march i n  May, 1858, he says: "I came across  

a picket  of t he  Seventh Hussars whose appearance wtis appal l ing.  Two of i t s  three  off i -  

cers  l ~ y  he lp l e s s  under t r e e s  wi th  wet towels round t h e i r  lieads, and the  men, i n  an ex- 

hausted condition, l a y  i n  twos and threes  under whatever s h e l t e r  they could find..... 

Before we were fairly s t a r t e d  the  d iv i s ion  l o s t  heavily i n  men disabled by heat-apo- 

$oxy, of which m a r t y  subsequently died,  During the  march men, s t i f l e d  from aunt of  a i r  

and by the  dense dust they inhaled, fell out  by dozens, while the  enemy's cavalry,  

sweep iq  round our f lanks,  f e l l  upon the  dhoolies f i l l e d  with so ld i e r s  i n  every phase 

of sunstroke. Tho rebels k i l l e d  many, decapi ta t ing thorn e.s they lay unconscious." 

In the gear 325 8 .  C. Alexander the  Great, on h i s  return from India ,  led 

Arrian, i n  h i s  account of t h i s  march his t roops across the d e s t r t s  of Baluchistan.  

states that "the b l a r ing  heat and want of 'water  destroyed e grea t  p a r t  of t h e  army 

espec ia l ly  the beasts of burden, which perished from t he  depth of the  sand and the  

heat,  rphiah scorched l i k e  fire, while a great many died of t h i r s t . "  
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