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I looked at them, and I thought, you know,
if they were just all divided up walking
around, you wouldn’t know where they were
from. Some of them look like they were from
Latin America, others look like they were
from Asia, others look like they’re from the
Middle East. Some of them looked like they
were from Scandinavia. You know what?
They all were. [Laughter] That’s the unique
thing about this country. And that’s what
makes this special.

Look around this room tonight. We’re
bound together by a set of ideas, a set of
values, a set of beliefs. Oh yes, we have to
fight it, too. That’s what this church burning
business is all about. When people put swas-
tikas on mosques or on the doors of African-
American soldiers at Fort Bragg in the Spe-
cial Forces, or they torch the Islamic centers
that have been burned in this country, we
still have to fight that. But it’s tearing the
heart out of Rwanda and Burundi and Bosnia
and the Middle East and Northern Ireland.

And that’s the last thing I want to tell you.
We’ve got to do this together. The thing that
makes us magic is when we are helping each
other do better, when we’re lifting each other
up, when we don’t define ourselves by our
resentments, and we don’t define ourselves
by whether we can look down on somebody
that looks different from us. That’s what
makes us special. That’s our genius. That’s
what’s good about America.

And I want to say this, especially to the
young people in this audience—you know,
I’ve learned as I get older that the definition
of young is whoever’s younger than you are.
[Laughter] My friend who died last year at
the age of 89, Senator Bill Fulbright, was
having dinner a couple of years ago with
Mike Mansfield, who was our Ambassador
to Japan for many years. At the time, Ful-
bright was 87 and Mansfield was 90. And
Mansfield still—he’s 92; he walks 5 miles
every day. He looked at Fulbright who was
87, and he said, ‘‘Now how old are you?’’
And he said, ‘‘87.’’ And Mansfield said, ‘‘Oh,
to be 87 again.’’ [Laughter] I say that because
young is whoever’s younger than you. Most
of you are younger to me. I get my AARP
card this year. [Laughter]

So what I want you to think about is this,
particularly if you’re thirty-something, twen-

ty-something: Imagine what you would like
your country to look like when your children
are your age. Imagine what you would like
your country to look like when you have
grandchildren that are your age. And I’ll bet
you anything you want the American dream
alive and well for everybody who have
worked for it. You want America to be com-
ing together, not drifting apart. And you want
your country to still be the world’s leader for
peace and freedom and prosperity.

That is what this is all about. It’s not about
me or the Vice President or Senator Dole
or the Republicans. It’s about what this coun-
try’s going to look like in the 21st century.
We’re not drifting now; we’re roaring there.
And I want us to keep doing it.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 p.m. at the
Wings Over the Rockies Air & Space Museum.
In his remarks, he referred to Holly Barnes, mem-
ber, event organizing committee; Donald L. Fowl-
er, co-chair, Democratic National Committee;
Mayor Wellington E. Webb of Denver; Gov. Roy
Romer of Colorado; Barry Fey, owner, Fey Con-
certs; and the musical group Los Lobos.

Memorandum on Criminal Child
Support Enforcement
July 21, 1996

Memorandum for the Attorney General
Subject: Criminal Child Support
Enforcement

I am proud of the progress we have made
over the last 3 years in addressing the prob-
lem of child support enforcement.

While State and local agencies have and
must have primary responsibility for child
support enforcement, the Federal Govern-
ment has a crucially important role to play.
One aspect of that role involves bringing
prosecutions under the Child Support Re-
covery Act of 1992, which for the first time
created a Federal criminal offense for inter-
state cases, where persons willfully fail to pay
child support for their child who lives in an-
other State.

The Department of Justice, working
through the local United States Attorneys’ of-
fices, has brought child support cases across
the Nation to get the message out that a per-
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son who willfully avoids child support pay-
ments for a child in another State runs a
grave risk of Federal prosecution. Each U.S.
Attorney’s office has a child support coordi-
nator; the Federal Bureau of Investigation
has committed its resources; the Department
of Justice has authorized the Department of
Health and Human Services’ Inspector Gen-
eral to investigate these cases.

But these important measures are not
enough.

The Department of Justice, working with
the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices and the States, must pursue all available
measures to punish those who have tried to
evade their child support obligations.

Therefore, I direct you to take the follow-
ing important steps to strengthen our child
support enforcement efforts.

First, I direct you to convene a task force
consisting of Federal, State, and local pros-
ecutors, the Department of Health and
Human Services, and the State agencies re-
sponsible for child support enforcement to
enhance criminal prosecution of child sup-
port debtors. You should consider:

• measures to improve the process of re-
ferring appropriate cases for Federal,
State, or local criminal enforcement;

• the adequacy of all applicable Federal
and State laws;

• the availability and appropriate alloca-
tion of resources; and

• ways to coordinate Federal, State, and
local efforts to make enforcement most
effective.

Second, I direct you to review the sen-
tences that have been imposed upon those
convicted under the Child Support Recovery
Act, including restitution orders, incarcer-
ation, and community service, with the goal
of identifying novel and effective sentencing
options, and send guidance to Federal pros-
ecutors setting forth factors to consider when
seeking sentencing orders from courts.

Third, I direct you to draft legislation to
amend the Child Support Recovery Act to
establish a felony offense for a person who
willfully fails to pay child support for a child
in another State where there has been an
egregious failure to meet child support obli-
gations.

Fourth, I direct you, as part of your effort
to enforce criminal laws, to cooperate with
the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices to place on their Internet child support
page the names of persons who have been
indicted under Federal law for willfully fail-
ing to pay child support and have fled in an
attempt to escape criminal prosecution.

Finally, I direct you to report back to me
within 90 days on the actions you have taken
to fulfill this directive.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on July 22.

Remarks to the Community in
Denver
July 22, 1996

Thank you. Ladies and gentlemen, thank
you for that wonderful welcome. Thank you,
Mayor Webb, for your leadership and for
your extraordinarily powerful personal state-
ment. Thank you, Governor Romer, for
being my friend for such a long time now
and for being a shining example of the best
in public service. Thank you all for keeping
him on the job.

Ladies and gentlemen, before I begin my
remarks today, I’d like to say just a word
about an issue that I believe is on the minds
and hearts of all Americans, the ongoing re-
covery operations involving TWA Flight 800.
This is a very long and difficult period for
the families and loved ones of the people who
were on that plane. It is literally an agonizing
process, made worse by the fact that the
weather has been so poor and that many of
the things that would have been done by now
have not been able to be done.

I want the families to know that I am work-
ing as hard as I can to speed this process
and to make it as easy as possible. I’ve asked
the relevant Federal agencies to provide pa-
thologists to the recovery teams in New York
if they’re requested by the State. And we are
working very, very hard to get to the bottom
of this. We will do that, and we will give them
the answers they seek as soon as we possibly
can.

VerDate 28-OCT-97 08:34 Dec 31, 1997 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P30JY4.022 p30jy4


