Teacher’s Guide by Saurav Kiran Shrestha
Peaceful Nepal

This comic’s message is that the prevailing gender, caste, religious, economic, social and
class discrimination should be abolished in order to create a new Nepal. The story points out
that the role of women is just as important as the role of men for the development of a society.
Women should enjoy the same independence in their society as the men have been enjoying.
We should encourage women, those marginalized and oppressed people to participate in the
development of the country.

This is the story of Hariman who was displaced from his village and parents during the
decade-long insurgency. This is also about his sister who has been missing for six years. The
comic presents the story of all the parents and guardians who were compelled to ask their
children to leave home in search of safe place during the conflict.

The decade-long armed conflict ended. Hariman returns to his peaceful village. He forgets his
past nightmares and dreams of a new Nepal. He has been welcomed back to the village with
open arms. His sister also returns to village after she had been missing for six years. However,
the community does not welcome her return. Instead, it looks down on her. The villagers fail
to understand the physical and mental torture she faced during her six-year long displacement.
Instead of sympathizing with her, the villagers plan to expel her from the village.

The youth, like Hariman, who are dreaming for a new Nepal, ask their clders to end the
discrimination toward girls like the returned sister. Ultimately, the villagers agree to accept
both of them into the village in a bid to restructure the society with equality.

The story encourages youth to strive for positive changes in society. It demonstrates to young
readers that they can abolish discrimination in society and resolve disputes through peaceful
negotiation.

Note to the Facilitators/Teachers

Many kinds of discrimination have existed in our society. We should work together to get rid
of those deeply rooted social evils. This topic should be discussed in villages so that all
member of the community have the opportunity to participate in society in the post-conflict
Nepal. Listed below are some suggestions for using the comic effectively among friends and
students:

- Read the comic aloud in front of the youth and let them read the comic
themsclves.

- Discuss the story with the youth.

- Ask them if they have noticed any discrimination in their homes, in educational
institutions and their communities and discuss them. Share your experiences.

- Discuss the causes of discrimination, disputes and conflicts.

- Encourage them to treat to all people equally.

- Encourage them to write creative stories, poems, essays and articles so that they
can share what they learned with others.

- Listen to their views and respect them.
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