New Oceans Images Hawaiian Islands’ Wake

The Hawaiian Islands trigger an extraordinary

larger than has ever been observed by scientists before. Using data from Earth-observing satellites, researchers

Latest Oceans Images View Oceans Image Index View All Images Index

Hawaii. While scientists have known of an eastward

The top image above shows the winds around the instrument aboard QuikScat during August 1999. image). Between islands the winds increase, while in

formed by the islands’ wake. Arrows indicate current

(measured by the Tropical Rainfall Measuring Mission). The warm water of the current generates

Satellites Reveal Hawaiian Isles’ Long Tail of Wind and Water Far-Reaching Effects of the Hawaiian

Images courtesy Shang-Ping Xie, University of Hawaii Department, and Timothy Liu, NASA Jet Propulsion Seawinds

Recommend this Image to a Friend

Back to: Newsroom

Also see

Subscribe to the Earth Observatory About the Earth Observatory

Please send comments or questions to: eobmail@eodomo.gsfc.nasa.gov NASA/GSFC Security and Privacy Statement