ABSTRACT

PROPOSAL TO DEVELOP A LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES PROGRAM 

AT LEE UNIVERSITY

Our project is to develop a Latin American Studies Program at Lee University over the next two years.  There is already strong interest in Latin America at Lee, and through a Latin American Studies Program, we will create a versatile minor, enrich the general education language offerings, foster study abroad and exchange opportunities, and enhance awareness of Latin American culture, history, languages, and ecology on the Lee University campus.

OBJECTIVES

· Create a Latin American Studies minor by supporting faculty members in their development of nine new courses in a variety of disciplines on Latin American culture, geography, history, literature, economics, media, biology and geology. 

· Expand foreign language offerings through the introduction of five new courses, including Portuguese for Spanish Speakers, Language and Culture courses in Portuguese, Guarani and Quechua, and a Spanish course in Folk Music and Culture of Latin America.   

· Expand study abroad options in Latin America by assisting faculty in doing the necessary travel, research and Spanish language study to establish new programs in Chile, Ecuador, Mexico, and Brazil.

· Develop and strengthen relationships between Lee University and universities in Latin America through increased cooperation with Universidad Americana in Asuncion, Paraguay, and by establishing a relationship with four universities in Chile, Mexico, Argentina, and Brazil. These relationships will allow Lee faculty and students to study in Latin America and will bring Latin American scholars to Lee for short-term teaching.

· Enhance awareness of Latin America on campus by introducing a film and lecture series.

